Google 


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 


r ■ '57- 


PRESENTED TO THE UNIVERSITY 
BY THE RHODES TRUSTEES 


. ftc- jn i .. ir- 


A M 


ANSWER 


TO THE 


Rev. Mr. CLARKSON's ESSAY, &c. 


{ fritc FtTB SaxuiirGS. ] 


■ s 
► -'. 


i' f 


^ 


y ^ , 



A N S^ W E R 

T O T H ^ 

REV. MR. CLARKSON'S ESSAY 

O K T H £ 

Stlavery and Commerce of the Human Species, 
particularly the African; 

IN A SERIES OF LETTERS, 

TROM A GENTLEMAN IN JAMAICA, TO HIS FRIEND 

IMT LONDON: 

WHEREIN 

Many of the Miftakes and Mifreprefentations of 
Mr. CLARKsoNare pointed out, 

BOTH WITH RtGAUO TO 

The Manner in which that Commerce is carried on in Africa^ 

AMD 

The Treatment of the Slaves in the West Indies, 

SHEWnrO^ AT THl SAMS TIME, 

The Antiquity, Uniyerfality, and Lawful nefs of Slavery, as 
as ever having been one of the States and Conditions of. 
Mankind. 

By G. FRANCKLYN, Esq^ 


Epi^t Lib. iii. 


LONDON; 

PRINTED AT THE KojJOgtqjfilC JPteft, 
AND SOLD B Y 

J. Walter, No. 169, opposite Bond S-tr«et, Piccadilly 2 
C* Stalker, Stationer's Court, Lvdgats Street; 

AND W. RiCUARDSONr UNDtR THE RoYAL ExCHANOI. 

M.DCC.IZUIX. 


\ 


kv -It-. 


ir 


• ' r . - 

to tr- T^: 


- >. " J. 




} 


■f . * 


I ', 


i ' J . 


r - * 


: r - .■■ 


( / ' 


1^ I 


I » 


•)ii-' 


». I > 


/ t 


7 ' -v 


if 


» ' 


i. 




e * ' 


- J* 


" 11 • - ' 


I- 






- .1 .i 


-:■* 


1 ■ I ■. . 




V 'f . - 1 




< ■ " . « .J 






1. fi.\.i n rn ion 


:•.. ' 


~^ ^ {.I «•* X. i •. 


t r - ' . • 


■» • 


:)i' 'i 




,^'i;^-''r 










5 .n 


q^ 


PR E FA C E. 


HE Author of the following Letters 
firft wrote and publifhed, in Jamaica, 
feme Obfervations on the Treatment of 
Slaves in the Britifli Sugar Colonies in the 
Weft Indies ; wherein he occafion ally took no- 
tice of a letter, full of mifreprefentations and 
exaggerations, written by the Dean of Mid- 
dleham^ to Mr. Hoare, the Treafurer of the 
Society in the Old Jewry. Soon after wri- 
ting the Obfervations be/ore mentioned, the 
friend, at whofe inftigation they were writ- 
ten, defired his opinion of Mr. Clarkfon's 
Eflay on Slavery and the Slave Tradel The 
Author, having much leifure at that time, 
was induced to make a more exaft fcrutiiiy 
into the nature of that traffic, and the man- 
ner in which it is carried on in Africa ; and 
the letters which arc here offered to the 
public were written with intent, to place in 
a proper point of view the attempts made 
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to hiifreprefent the condu6t of the merchants 
trading to Africa, in like manner as the 
former obfervations were to fhew the fitua-^ 
tion of the flaves in the Weft Indies ; and 
the Author has endeavoured alfo to give a 
view of tl^ hiilory of flavery, which Mr. 
Clarkfoti has mocked his readers with the 
promife of* " 

If what is faid in the following fhfcets 
(which were aftually written in Jamaica at 
tte time they bear date) (hall ten^ to fhew 
the good and worthy man, who really ap- 
prehends that it would be ferving the canlc 
of general 'humanity, if the flave trad^ wis 
aboliihed, not only that fuch abolition can- 
not be effeAed by any thing which can be 
done in this country — that, even if it coutd 
be put a ftop to, it would, in all prdbftbifi- 
ty,^ be produftive of the fame fceiies of 
Slaughter and horror,— -of the fame irtipioiis 
facrifices, and 'diabolical rites, which WCTe 
"heretofore fo^ common in Africa— the Au- 
thor will think himfelf amply rewarde'd ffer 
his pains. 

At the time thefe letters were writtetJ, 
the Author had feen none of the m'd»y 

pamphlets 
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pn^phl^M whiel) have b?€n (q induArioxifljr 
teirful^ited through the kingdoTOf They; 
f§^TO all to contjun nearly the fjjtne accufa- 
lij^ps^ and appeajr to be written by thofq 
|vbo .Ihew thenxfelves as ignorant of the 
fvib3e<Sl thjey have written on, as thofe they 
pmtfud to inftrudt. Mapy of thefe writer* 
affuredly a£l ajgainft their better knowledge^ 
a^d epdeavQor to r^ife ^ clamour, in hopes 
fQ be taJ^en npfipe of, as champions in the 
i^wfp of humanity and religion, thereby to 
pbta^ the favour o/theg6od and virtuous^ 
thpfb academkal honours^ and that prqfer- 
Xf^mK$ which would^ not fall to their fhare, 
if they were only to be beftowed on fuperior 
abilities, learning, or piety. Some gentle- 
V?^3 j'Vvho join in the prefent attempt, are 
iftflpeaced by the beft motives ; but it \^ 
.not probable that they are acquainted with 
ih^ views of many of the perfons who ad: 
TOll;h thero* 

.j.,*The Hoiy of Elizabeth Canning and 
:8qf^jgs, the Gipfey is yet freflx in our me- 
mories. The fame pretences of a defire to 
.pff>*§^ and avenge fufFering innocence, the 
i^mfi prpfejfCon of regard for the caufe of 
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ymanity ancf religion. Were iriacfe by the 
partizans of Canning, ihit aire do^W^ h^ 
fbfth by Meflrs. Sharpe, H6afe, RamTay, 
Clarkfon. NichoUs, and others of thieS^ 
ciety in the Old Jewry. T^hey afted in^the 
fame manner with the prefent Aflbetatea; 
Xhey fubfcribed, they folidted, and th^ 
advertf(ed — ^1 do not remember if tliey 
preached) — they travelled far and near, in 
prdcr to collect evidence to prove the ixioft 
^Qnfradi(3:ory, ridiculous, and abfurd taks 
tligt folly and enthufiafm could invent, -oir 
^credulity liften to. The conlcquence vrSs^ 
^n;g[mber of people prefeiited Aemftlvcd tb 
teiliJFy whatever was required of thent; the 
njoft (hameful and horrid perjuries weJre 
daily committed. At the time of the f^lb^ . 
lic^tion of Mr. Clarkfott*^ ffril editldn <^ 
jj^^s Effay, which is what the AtfrW'fia^ 
Replied to^ but few people had appeared ^b 
declare upon oath the truth of the feiWtff 
.cruelty and woe which have been feiek^ij 
up or invented by thofe who' have trarfclted 
.W|i and down, in difierent ciifgiiifes;- ftxr 
jihpt purpofe. Among othei^s/ tehb aife 
<jharged with fuch mifbehaviotir, is the^^RI^ 

verend 
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Yettend A^iikox^ ajtiimadverted upon In th^ 

^ • 

!3ib>WM)g kttei-St' who^ ia the different 

nii^9 <$f anAfricaa lailor and pettifogging 

QA^fmyi is fald to have vifited tbe alelioufes 

tuid brothels of Liverpool, tp find out wit- 

Be6ea t^ the eaoxmities committed by the 

taafters- of Guinea Ihips* 

? rph6a|e is gfeat-reafon to fuppoie he was 

jfihe j:ifrt4ifn ferjin totsMy unconnciSled wltfj 

^i^lzWf to whom the fixty-three applica- 

jCiO^^ere made in one day to obtain redrefs 

^r the pretended cruelties experienced by 

^i^j^^feaoien of the African (hips, from the 

ftiry jofrthelr. lefpeftive officers, mentioned 

in his4ate. -^ublicatioa on the impolicy of 

*h<^ African flave trade. One of thele in- 

jQl^g;^, coiifirnaed by oath, he informs us^ 

^a%i^f^ acknowledged by the .perpetrator 

..^iV' ^y the.^ayment of a ^ne. Is it to 

iiehWW^dered at^ that, among fo many 

TVyfe^fiWe charged ,01} oath (oaths procured by 

]fifjtik\^eMs)p with the commiflion of fuch 

fiSffltf^FS and horrid craelties, one man fhoxitd 

bi| f(>i^d.who.(ho.uld rather chufe to pay a 

iipall fum of money, than fubmit to the 

JlpfiubJe of a civil a^^^ion for beating' a (ea- 

ifT-.: ... mait? 
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Iftan ?-~to fay nothing of the unavoidable 
expence which always nuift attend thdfe 
kind of fuits, carried on, for the moft part^ 
by thofe pefts of fociety called Wrapping Soti^ 
c\tors'% becaufe, when fuch actions are de^ 
fended, the plaintiff generally runs away^ 
or is nonfuited, and the defendant has 

^his own coftsto pay. Can gentlemen te- 
fleft without regret, and even horror, chi 
the manner thciry^^r////W may have been 
employed, in order to induce perfons to bear 

^ falfe witnefs againft their neighbours ? 

Thefe tranfa£tions will, no doubt* be 
placed in their proper point of view, by the 
gentlemen of Liverpool, who cannot be at 
a lofs to make us aojuainted with the fort 
of men whofe teftimony has been io pro- 
cured, who will probably not be more wor*» 
thy of credit, than that of difcarded fur^ 
geons, or quondam mafters of Guineainen, 
who have not blulhed to publifli their own 
turpitude,- by way (it muft be fuppofed) cf 
inducing people to believe the condu<fl of 
others in the fame ftation is fimilar Co their 
own. 

Tic 
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.♦^he defence' of the mafters, and other 
officers of the Guinea fliips, is alfo left to 
the Tame gentlemen, who will, doubtlef^; 
be able to (hew they do not truft their jfor-* 
tuties' and their fame in the hands q^mif- 
creants accnftomed to commit fuch hoi ri<| 
crui^lties and murder's as are charged upon 
them by Mr. Clarkfon, from accounts re- 
ceived from drvmken failors, in brothels and 
ft}eh<xafcs, who are, as Mr. Clarkfon ftiles 
them, furcly men of eq^ually und^oubted vc^ 
racity and dijtnterejledncfs. Had Mr. Clark- 
fon dared *to publifli the names of the maf- 
ters of the fhips who he thus (hamefully 
charges with the moft atrocious crimes, 
there would have been an opportunity of 
having the matter inveftigated in a court of 
judicature, and the truth or falfity of the 
accufation afcertained. 

On thofe gentlemen will devolve the taik 
of pointing out the miftakes and exaggera-*. 
tions lefpetfting the lofs oi featnen in the 
Aftican voyages. The Aut4ior of the fol- 
lowing Letters has neither time or leifare^ ' 
nor is he intimately verfed enough in the 
iaijea to attempt it. He is, however, fuf- 

z ficiently 
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ficiently acquainted with Commerce in ge- 
^a!, to krioW;; that the tv^A^ f£ ASmsi 
St pfrefeht tb« obje^ ^ our confiders^iftfe, 
is fi> mtiniatelyf contiie£lred mith thati^flltb* 
"Eift' artd^Wftft Ihdies, Greenland, Pfelwrl- 
^ut^'; dfid-N€wfo\i»dlandi:tbat whafei^or 
i^fi in sfny degree, affed^^the forrocr, wiU 
l^af^e ft |)r6p0ttl(|naUe inflteilQe ^ti^.tit^ 
btSiers. ' iJ^w ^fat the re^cetifue^of ihis. fiOMfl^ 
Ki^'miiy be' a&^ed, or how far liu&impQ«te 
6^ fd gar and rum may Ije l^eiied^ byutj» 
-'eiV/ymg into ' execution the plan fuggeiSj^ 
'hy th6 cnid6 fiSjd Vifion^ry pcojgsaajDj^jnott, 
^hdfe pr^fdffional dut4es,f if. atteiided.,*©, 
%buld1b4Vi^ th^m little leifuratodn'^t- 
' gi^e the m/Wi///^^ dsmmercbl traafai^ionS) 
"'^is an experiment which it is hardly, to 1»b 
'^ppofed will be made by the MiniftexiwljD 
^iftl aMy^^rcfidcs over the departttteat of tjbe 
' fiiiarices of this "kijigdom* . Tiifi.<dutiesi>tin 
theie two artiefes only are ktil)wn tb atooimt 
to more . th an i , 500,0001* per 4nn. jouf idte 
'pledged id the publft' creditors fot lAehrj^/Sath 
"tifjf. ' ■' '■' ' ' •: ^^ '? >. ^:[^ b-.m 

' 'Theie' confideration^^ th« Aiathor diriihjs 
Xnbf, Wilt be^ifripr^lTed oft tbi^yabHc atjm- 
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^illiceniiik .bina ito^ da hew,. . I^e hopes, 
-klAte^erv his feeUcelTortB fi|ay/nQt ]be;uiir 

^felUlj in oppo0ng;j;to<tlie uKongi;uity 9Jq4 
SfiebiifiAifnde.of^ twa.of thetp^efoQ^ who ha^ 
^HiAiito/agatQflitHQifugar.-p|#pt«^ an4 A^rjlf- 
-tfmpmenthant^.jthe. manner iQ/^^ich (l^i^ 
^M^(|ffiaced in :tbfi Wed Indlea^ . the ;ainU(\pjr 
aejpattd v^averfality of flavery, tlje impoiair 
fhitojr^f pcctcnting it^ or.*y«n, jthat, bwpp^ 

<0*a&b£:Afr]kra^. vi^hich Qthw. Bation^ ajce 
-f&dyi to. fawe. us both . thfl: dirgi:^w .sj^ 
ftroul^of^ ias^a. proof of> which, he has 
^«mfcxpcly by way of Appendix,, the .Arret 
orf^thciGoiwlciii&f &tat«, pubU(be4 ^^ Fraiiutje 
i3dhi the^ioth day of Septeaiber^ 1 7^6^ IV^Ji^J:?^ 
/wage^dBjlfoatf/as any.hopps Cjppld be. fptfj^- 
:)tEdafidt)iei!ey<^hiit this country would th\i(^ 
^jferibwQy. of ^l^oliihiiag a branch of copj^ 
-wAjrce i^f fe^h \great > natioijal Jmportaujpq ; 
and alfo a tranflation of the Cedula tt^^^ 
|riiblWhcdiiafr\]V^ ,tp ifjyii;? an4^f?n(Qou- 

-cag&.tbe to^Gh^i^tft <^.^U ^^Jiijti^p^: tp c^-iy 
^^tgroes to their fettlen^ents in ALOienca* 

One 
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^j^ Onfe other circumftaiice ctrghf alfo to be' 
jmentioiied, of which the fulleft proof is 
ready to be produfced (if neceflkry), viz. 
that fome of the very perfons who ar^ pro* 
moting the prefent defign of the abofition, 
are concerned in transferrins: the fame trade ' 
t6 France, and in inviting the merchants 0"^ 

4 

this country to carry it on from the ports 
of that kingdom, in the (hips of Liverpool 
and Brlftol. Can it be fuppofed Briti(h' mer- 
chants will not remove thenbfelves and their 
capitals to France,- to augment the com-' 
/ merce of that kingdom, and increafe the 
cwlture of her colonies, when, as French 
fubjefts, they may be entitled to the very 
cnormou's bounties and premiums given by 
'France for the encouragement of this traffic'?^ 
The eagernefs other nations (who pdf-' 
fefs colonies in the trdpical parts of Ame- 
rica) fhew to profit by our miftakes, proves 
the abfolute imprafticability of the prefent 
atf^mpt to abolish the flavc trade, even 
fhould it be* incon'fiftent with Ghriftianity, 
as fome people have thought proper to 
reprefent it. The ophiion, the Society. 
for the Propagation of the Gofpel in Fo- 
reign 


* 

reign Parts^ held to the contrary, when 
the pious and venerable Dr. Seeker, then. 
Arphbi/hop of Canterbury, was Prefident, 
is well known by the late publication of a 
copy of the letter of 6th February 1766, 
written by the Secretary of the Society, to, 
Mr. Benezet at Philadelphia. We do not . 
hear, that the opinion of that corporation is 
changed at prefent* ; and it may further 
ferve to quiet the fcruples any religious 
men may have had raifed in their minds on 
account of fuch commerce, to be inform- 
ed, that, on the like queftion, refpe<3:ing 
the Jawfulnefs of it, being agitated in 
France, upwards of one hundred and fifty 
years ago, it was decreed by two Proteftant 
Synods, the one held at Rouen, and the 
other at Alen9on,in the year 1637, ** That 
^* fla very hath always been acknowledged 
^* to be confiftent with the law of nations, 
^* is not condemned by the word of God, 
" neitheV has it been aboliflied by the ma-^ 
** nifeftation of the gofpel, but only, by 


" a 


• Fld^the Sermon preached before^ the Society onTuefday, the 
-ftoth February lafi^ by the Right lUvereodthe Biihop of Giouccfter, 
f. i§, 30. 
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" a contrary praftice, infcnGbly intro- 
•• dticed." 

To conclude — If the prefent plan could be 
execu ted,what advantage would refult ff om it? 
It does not appear there would be a lefs num- 
ber of flaves brought from the coaft. Other 
nations would ftill carry on the trade, affifted 
by the capitals of Britifli merchants ; fo that, 
howevei; we may be blamed for participat- 
ing in this commerce, we may fay, in the 
words of a very able French writer upon this 
fubjed — " Nous devons d'abord partager ce 
** reproche avec tous les peuples de TEu- 
** rope, qui ont des pofleffions en Ame- 
•* ricjue; car, fi nous renoncions a la traite 
** des noirs, ils n'y renonceroient pas. lis 
** retnplaceroient par une augmentation de 
•* culture, le deperiflement de la n6tre; 
** ainfi il y aurolt fur le globe la memo 
** fomrpe d'efclaves Thumanite n'y gagnc* 
** roit rien.*' — Monf. de 'Mal^uetj De PE/^ 
clavage des Negresj p. 23. 

• * The Reader is defired to take notice ^ that the quota^ 
ttons from Mr. Clarkfon's Effay are entirely 
from the Ftrjl Edition — the Author having never 
feen or known of the Second^ until the foSkfuo^ 
ing Letters were mojlly printed. 
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LETTER L . . 

Jamaica, O^obftr if^, i^sK 


"^^w'CiV aik my opinion on the prefent queftiort 

^^"^ regardmg the Slave Trade, 'and whether 
^'the^rtiannerih which it is carried on, of in which 
?ilhe N^roes in the Weft-Indies are treated", can 
&bbeiiich as represented by. the how Reverend Au- 
,• .ibcJr oi An EJfayion Slavery and the Slavel'rade^ 
'^ii§3jnjptiflpe iiofcc piiblifhed in England^ a Traft 
^^jjr^i^h I never faw till the receipt of* your letter, 
i\2.^ ??hich I obtained the perufal of with difficulty, 

"^as it wais not, till after diligent enquiry, I could 

hear of a fingle copy of it, in this Ifland, which, by 

7 ^^ric^e, 1 found in the hands of your friend •^— -, 

- wRb was ib obliging as to lend it me. I mention 
^ ' ^iVcifcurtiffian te to fhew you, that, although Mr. 

' ^farkfbn has b^dri indefatigable in diftributing his 
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accufations among fuch people, throughout Eng- 
land, as he knew were totally unacquainted with 
the fubjeft, yet, that he did not think proper ta 
fupply the accufed with copies of their indift- 
ment; (6 that mere accident has given me an 
opportunity to plead to it. It may be alked^ 
Why did not gentlemen, connefted with the Weft 
Indies, fend copies of this Eflay to their friends ? 
I anfwer, that I doubt not Mr. Clarkfon's treatife 
was Gonfidered by them as merely an academical 
cxercifc, no more deferving an anfwer, and as 
equally a fable, as the Tragedy of Oronooko, the 
Royal Slave, or the play of Inkle and Yarico; both 
which, I doubt not, you will have had repeatedly 
acted, to influence the niinds of people whom hc^ 
and others, have endeavoured to impofe upon. 
The difregard which has been fhewn by the Weft 
India gentlemen to the calumnies which malice 
and envy have occafioned to be fo frequently dif- 
feminated by ignorant and bad men, perfons of 
candour would confider as prefumptive proof of 
their confcious innocence* 

In calling upon me to give you my opinion 
upon this fubjeft, you put me upon a fervice 
of danger. The abufe fo liberally beftowed on 
the Weft Indians, has been now fo long and 
fo often repeated, that many perfons, in Britain, 
believe it to be well founded. He wbo*is hardy- 
enough to opp'jTe a popular and prevailing opi- 

nion> 
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moti, has littk chance of obtaining a favoureble 
hearing, efpecially if fuch opinion fhould be en- 
tertained by nfien of worth and virtue. I fhall 
not, however, fhrink fronn the taflc you have 
impofed on me, but endeavour to give you, and 
all good and unprejudiced men, fuch reafonablc 
fatisfaction, with refpeft to the fubjeft under con-» 
fideration, as my long and intimate knowledge of, 
and acquaintance with, the Sugar Colonies, may, 
in fome meafure, enable me to do. I own myfelf 
not perfonally converfant in fhe manner in which 
the trade of Africa is carried on, nor the treat- 
ment the flaves receive in their voyage; but 
I have been fo diligent in my enquiries and re* 
fearches refpefting it, that, even if fufficient for 
my purpofe, was not to be found in the very 
authorities quoted by Mr. Clarkfon, and the 
other accufers of the African Merchants, I flat- 
ter myfelf, enough will appear to convince you, 
that moft of the charges againft them have very 1 i ttle 
better grounds than thofe againft the Planters. 

When it is confidered how very few years fince 
the prefervation and improvement of the trade to 
Africa was regarded as a matter of the utmoft 
importance to the Britifh commerce, and that 
it has been repeatedly declared fo by different 
parliaments, which have annually voted large 
funis of money for its encouragement, it furely 
muft feem rather extraordinary, that the public 
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' Opinion fliould, in a moment, be fo entirely 
c^'nged, and an attempt be countenanced to 
abolilh a commerce, which was heretofore fo 
feduloufly protefted; and this, too, at a time 
when the other commercial nations, in Europe, 
are exerting themfelves to the utmoft to obtain a 
greater (hare in it than heretofore *• France, in 
^^ particular, even in the prefent difordered fituation 
of her finances, feems to have taken advantage 
of the ftrange conduft of people in this country, 
and has thought proper to offer fuch preriiiums 
to her merchants, to apply themfelves with more 
energy to that traffic, as . would hardly be ex- 
pefted from a nation whole treafury overflowed 
with wealth. By an arret of council, dated loth 
September, 1786, as foon as the confcquences 
of the clamour in Great Britain would be fuf- 
pefted, exclufive of 40 livres a ton to each 
veflel fitted out in France, a premium of 160 
livres a head, was given for all Negroes, big or 
little, imported in French (hips to Martinique and 
the French Weft India Illands; and 200 livres 
for thofe imported into the port of Cayes, in St, 
Domingo, from Africa, in French fhips. What 
may be the confequences may eafily be forefeen. 
The nation need not take any fteps to abolifh the 
African Trade, it will be unable to withftand the 
prefent conduft of France. Our merchants are in- 
vited to fit out their Ihips from that country in a 

manner 

* Vide Appendix. 
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roanner not to be refifted. Can fuch a change in 
our councils, fuch infatuation, be irrputed to the 
pamphlets, and other writings, of a few obfcure 
and ill-informed fcribblers, whofe fituations ren- 
der it impoflible they (hould have any perfonal or 
connpetent knowledge of the fubjeft they write 
on with fo much confidence, and who, under 
the fpecious pretence of tender anxiety in the 
caufe of humanity, have impofed upon the credu- 
lity of the good and virtuous, to credit accounts 

• which even a flight examination will prove to be 
abfolutely falfe and groundlefs ? Faftious, or per- 
haps' in tereftedperfons, have joined in endeavour- 
ing to halloo the mob againfl: a commerce of the 
greateft utility to Britain ; and, perhaps, before 
the, fury, which, it feems, there is an attempt to 
excite againft the Traders to Africa, fliall fubfide, 
this branch of commerce may be loft : nor fliall I 
wonder iif the fame conflagrations may take place 
in Liverpool and Brifl:ol, as were experienced in 
London, under a pretended zeal for the Proteft- 
ant religion, in 1780. 

Silent contempt has too long been confidered, 
by the Planters, as the only treatment merited by 

' the authors of the paragraphs, hand-bills, news- 
papers, and pamphlets, in which they have of 
late been abufed. They conceived, and they 
thought, with reafpn, that the terms of reproach 
ffnd obloquy, which bigotry alone could furnifli., 
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and which, with an equal degree of illiberality 
and ignorance, have been employed in dcfcribing 
the treatment of the Negroes in the Weft Indies, 
would have been difregarded or defpifed by every 
man of difcernment ; and that the inventors and 
propagators of fuch idle and malicious ftories^ 
would have been confounded and abafhed, and 
have funk into oblivion. 

It has been found, however, that fanaticifm 
and hypocrify are not fo eafily filenced. A pre- 
tended zeal for the facred interefts of humanity 
and religion, is apt to impofe on thofe who really 
are impelled, by principles of charity and bene- 
vcJence, to wifh an incrcafe of happinefs to every 
individual of their fellow creatures. Such per-t 
fons have a juft claim to our attention and re- 
gard. Their very prejudices ought to be refpefted j 
and nothing fhould be omitted to convince them 
of the falfity and abfurdity of the accufations 
brought againft the Sugar Planters. 

Mr. Tobin, a gentleman refident in England, 
but a native of the iflafid of Nevis, appears to 
have been the firft perfon who judged it proper to 
employ his pen in defence of his countrymen and 
friends, whom he conceived to be injured by the 
mifreprefentations of the Reverend Mr. Ramfay : 
this he did moft efFeftually, by a plain and faith-* 
ful narrative of the general treatment which flaves 
receive in Nfivis, St. l^itt's, and (he neighbouring 

Britifh 
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Britilh Iflands. This account, conceived in lan- 
guage equally manly, moderate, and decent, (the 
truth of which, I am fure, will be attefted by 
every gentleman converfant with thofe iflands,) 
has, it feeras, raifed the fympathecic anger of 
Mr. Clarkfon ; becaufe Mr. Tobin, in an appen- 
dix to his pamphlet, has dared to inform the pub- 
lic that the gentlemen of Sf. Chriftopher's, who 
found themfelves attacked by Mr. Ramfay, Ihould 
dare to retort upon that gentleman, and, in de- 
fence of themfelves, endeavour to (hew that his 
reprefentation of them and their condiift, was 
not to be depended upon in points of faft. Mr. 
Clarkfon, therefore, threatens to hand down Mr, 
Tobin's name to pofterity with deteftation, as an 
example to future authors, how they prefumc 
to offer exceptions againft the evidence of thofe, 
who accufe them, or their friends, whofe defence 
they undertake. Every one, however, knows 
fuch exceptions to the credibility of a witnefs's 
teftimony, are every day received in Britilh courts 
of judicature ; and I cannot think Mr. Tobin's 
friends are greatly alarmed at Mr. Clarkfon's me- 
naces ; nor can they conceive that he has a right 
to objeft to Mr. Tobin's oppofing to Mr. Ram- 
fay's teftimony againft the gentlemen of St. Kitt's, 
who were intimately acquainted with Mr. Ram- 
fay's perfonal character and conduft, any thing 
advanced by them, to fhew his] account wi^s not 
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implicitly to be confided in, I believe you will 
agree with me, that Mr. Tobin is perfeftly jufti- 
fied in having given the fentiments of thefe genr- 
tlemen to the world ; becaufe, if what they have 
faid of Mr. Ramfay be true, it will prove that he 
was not poffeflcd of humanity enough to make 
him anxious about the treatment of other people's 
negroes, nor of religious zeal fufficient to make 
him fo very anxious, as he pretencjs to be, about 
their converfion. 

If the charges, brought by the gentlemen of 
St. Kitt's, are falfe, the recrimination, or mifre- 
prefentation, (if it be fuch,) does not fpring from 
Mr. Tobin. He is not the leaft accountable for 
it; neither has he any reafon to be apprehen* 
five of Mr. Qlarkfon's threatened efforts to injure 
his reputation, which will be as harmlefs as thofe 
of the animal whofe fangs and venom were equally 
incapable of injuring the objedl of its refentment. 
All thofe about whofe good opinion Mr. Tobin 
ought to be folicitous, are convinced of his vera- 
city, and will acknowledge his nierit; and the 
gentlemen of the Weft Indies will confider themr 
felvcs obliged to him for having fo effeftually 
juftified them frorp the mifreprefentations and in-- 
veftives of one of their accufers. 

Mr. Clarkfon may have well grounded reafons 
to obj^6t to an author's private charafter being 
a^ta^ked. He n^ay be right in blaming fuch cor\- 
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du£l in all cafes where the want of integrity in the 
author has nothing to do with the fubjcft of his 
writings; but furely he can have no right to be 
difpleafed at any objedlion made to his teftimony 
by theperfon accufed, if he himfelf takes upon 
him to afllime the char after of an accufcr. Can 
Mr. Clarkfon particularly have any reafon to op- 
pbie fych an objection being made to himfelf> as 
having an interefl: in the matter under conlidera- 
tionj when he declares his difregard to any de« 
fence made by merchants, planters, &c. becaufc 
they are the accufed parties ? Can Mr. Clarkfon 
wonder if it fliould b^ conceived by others, that 
the fame exception Ihould be made againft the 
evidence of the accufers, if jthey may be fuppofed 
to write in hopes of academical honours, public 
applaufe, or church preferment, or be aftuated by 
a fpirit of refentment ? May not the teftimony of 
fuch gentlemen be confidered as equally liable to 
be biafled as thofe of a clergyman, whofe evi- 
dence Mr. Clarkfon rejefts, becaufe he is chaplain 
to a faftory on the coaft of Africa ? 

Whatever force there may be in any of their ob- 
jeftions, they furely can only affedt the credibility, 
not the competency of fuch witneffes : and where 
a plain, fimple narrative of fafts is given, which 
agrees in all cflential particulars, with fimilar 
ones, given by different perfons, at different 
limes^ who have not the leaft communication one 
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with' th€ other, it is not in the power of the 
hearer to refufe his affcnt, however interefted the 
relater may be. On the other hand, however 
high the reputation of any man may ftand, how- 
ever difinterefted he may be fuppofed to be, if 
his account be. improbable, contradiftory, or 
abfurd, perfons mod favourably inclined towards 
him, will, at the beft, fuppofe he has been mif- 
taken or impofed upon* They cannot credit an 
abfurd, ridiculous, and inconfiftent tale, fhould 
it be told by thofe of whom they have the higheft 
opinion. 

That Mr. Clarkfon's EJfay abounds with fuch 
improbabilities and contradiftions, will moft clear- 
ly appear to every one, converfant with the fub- 
jeft, upon reading it with attention ; and perhaps 
I cannot anfwer your queftions more fatisfaftorily, 
than by my remarks on that gentleman's perform- 
ance, and pointing out fome of the falfities and 
inconfiftencics it contains. Altho, in the letters I 
purpofe to write to you, I fhall not barely confine 
myfelf to the animadverting upon his Eflay, but 
]endeavour alfo to Ihew, that flavery is not only 
lawful, but that it ever was, ftill is, and ever will 
be, the lot of the greater part of mankind ; and 
not of the poor only, but of thofe whofe pride 
makes them confider themfelves perfons of very 
great importance. 

J may^ 
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I may, perhaps, be exclaimed againft as an 
advocate for tyranny and flavery ; but furely with 
very little juftice. I plead not for the right of 
the matter to opfrejs the fervant, or the rich the 
pporj on the contrary, I folemnly declare, I 
ihould rejoice, if I could fee fuch laws enforced, 
as would compel every matter of fervants, or 
poffeflbr of flaves, of every denomination, to 
treat them,- and behave towards them, as they 
ought to do I who know ** tbey alfo have a mafier 
in heaven J^ I do no more than, as a plain matter 
of fad, aflert, that fuch a ttate, or condition, of 
man, is adtually exifting : and as well might the 
ambaffador or conful at Conftantinople or Smyr* 
na, be confidered as the advocate of the peftilence, 
when either of them fends an account of its hav- 
ing made its appearance at either of thofe places; 
Such accounts may put people in health upon 
their guard againft the contagion. The know- 
ledge of the exiftence of the diforder, may lead 
perfons, in danger of the attack, to feek a remedy 
to avoid it, or palliate its violence i or, if aftually 
feized with it, to fupport themfclves under it 
with lefs anxiety, from knowing they had taken 
every proper previous ftcp to promote their re* 
covery. 

- To juftify my aflertion, that flavery has been, 
and, from the nature of man, mutt ever be, a 
ycr^ common and general fituation of life, I beg 
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Iczit to flieltcr rnvfelf under the authority of 
Cicero, who fays, *^ Laudetur vero hie impcrator, 
aut etiarn appellctur aut hoc nomine dignus 
pute ur qucmodo : aut cui tandem hie libero 
impcrabir, qui non poteft cupiditatibus fuis 
♦* imperare ? Refrenet primum libidines, fper- 
" nat voluptates, iracundiam tencat, coerceat 
avaritiam ceteras animi labes repellat, tum in- 
cipiat aliis imperare, cum ipfe improbiflimis 
*' dominis dedecori ac turpitudine parere de- 
fierit. Dum quidem his obediet non mode 
imperator fed liber habcndus omnino non erit : 
prasclare enim eft hoc ufurpatum a doftiffimis, 
quorum auftoritate non uterer; fi mihi apud 
aliquos agreftes, hsec habenda effet oratio. 
Cum vero apud prudentiflimos loquar, quibus 
*^ haec inaudita non funt, cur ego fimulem, me, Ci 
*' quid in his ftudiis operae poffuerim, perdidiffe ? 
** di£tum eft igitur eruditiflimis viris, nifi fapien- 
tem, liberum cfle neminem. Quid eft enim 
Libertas ? poteftas vivendi ut velis. Quis igi- 
tur vivit ut vult, nifi qui refta fequitur, qui 
gaudct officio, cui vivendi via confiderata at- 
que provifa eft ? • qui legibus quidem, non 
*^ propter metum paret, fed eas fequitur atqu« 
" colit, quia id falutare maxime efle judicat : 
«* qui nihil dicit, nihil facit, nihil cogitat deni- 
" que, nifi libenter ac libere, cnjus omnia con- 
^* filia, rcfque omnes, quas gerit, ab ipfo profi- 
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** cifcuntar eodemq, feruntur— Servi igitur om- 
nes improbi, nee hoc tamrc eft, quam di^tu 
inopinatum arque mirabile, non enim ita di- 
cunt cos effc fervos, ut mancipia quae funt 
" dominorum fa6ta nexu, aut aliquo jure civili : 
*' fed fi fervitus fit, ficut eft, obedientia fracU 
animi, et abjefti et arbitrio carentis fuo, quis 
neget, omncs leves, omnes cupidos effe fervos ? 
Cic. in parad. 5. 
Supported by fo high an authority, I flatter 
myfelf, that niy aflcrtion of the univerfality of 
flavery, will not be thought very extraordinary; 
and that it will be allowed nne, no man, who 
is compelled, by neceflity, to labour for his daily 
bread, or who, for a fcanty fubfiftence, finds 
himfelf forced to fubmit to the will and caprice 
of another, can be faid to be free,- If that 
fhould be admitted, I am fure you will allow, 
that he who, to fupport himfelf, or his family, 
in luxury and extravagance, or who, for any con- 
fideration whatever, fubmits to be a pander to the 
ambition, or any other of the pafTions, vices, or 
even follies, of another man, is an abjefl: flave; 
" An eorum fervitus dubia eft, qui cupiditate 
peculii nuUam conditionem recufant duriflimse 
fervitutis ? Hereditatis fpes quid iniquitatis 
*' in fervi'endo non fufceplt ? Quern nutum lo- 
*^ cupletis orbi fenis non obfervat ? Loquitur ad 
^^ voluntateiTi. Quicquid denunciatum fit, facie : 

« affeftatur. 
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*' affeftatur, aflidct,tnuncratur. Quid hortrm eft 
liberi ? Quid non denique fervi inertis ? Quid ? 
Jam ilia cupiditas (quae vidctur effc liberalior) 
honoris^ imperii, provinciarum, quam dura eft 
domina ! quam imperiofa I quam vehemcns"! 
Cic. ib. 

It is certain that, in civil fociety, every man is 
rcftrained of fome part of his natural liberty, and 
is confequently, in fome degree, deprived of his 
freedom. Every deprivation of freedom is a 
fpecies of fervitude or Jlavery. I do not mean to 
compare one degree of it with another, fo as to 
decide which is the leaft fupportable, or difputcy 
what, however, is true in a religious fenfe only, 
*^ that there is. a fervice which is perfeft free- 
dom/' To the pious Chriftian, " that yoke iseafy, 
and that burthen light," which the worldly and 
wicked man confiders as infupportably grievous. 
Not in that inftance only, but in many others, 
it muft be allowed, that the condition of life, 
which, to one man may appear a ftate of felicity, 
may be regarded with diflike, or even deteftation, 
by another. There cannot be a ftronger proof of 
the different opinions upon this fubjeft, than the 
contempt with which the people of one country, 
regard the ufages and cuftoms of another. The 
Englifliman couples the idea of flavery and 
wooden fhoes together; while the French pea- 
fant would confidcr his being deprived of his 
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fahot^ as it really would be, an encroachment: 
upon his liberty, and fubjefting him to cold and 
difeafe, which the wooden ihocs, or Jabot, lined 
with lambikin, by keeping his feet warm and dry, 
preferve him from. I could multiply inftances 
of a fimilar nature, but I truft you will not think 
them neceflary to eftablifh that part of my pofition. 
I fhall, therefore, now proceed to fulfill the taik 
you have fet me, claiming, however, your in- 
dulgence for any inaccuracies in my quotations, 
as, for want of books, I am fometimes forced to 
rely upon compilations and abftrafts, rather than 
on the authors themfelves, and not feldom upon a 
memory almoft worn out. Perhaps I may not 
reply to every inftance of cruelty and oppreflion 
charged on the Planters, or their overfeers, by 
thofe who ftand forth our accufers. I do not pre- 
tend to juftify the conduft of individuals. In 
all communities there are bad men,, who are the 
difgrace of fociety. But if any general charge, 
brought by Mr. Clarkfon, or any other of the 
gentlemen who have thought proper to fupport 
jQmilar accufations againft the Weft Indians, re- 
main unrefuted, I pledge myfelf, whenever fuch 
are produced, and the colony and times pointed 
out where and when fuch fafts are faid to have 
happened, to (hew that they have neither been com- 
mon or general; and were even as contrary to the 
laws and ufages of fuch colony, as to juftice and 

equity ; 


t i6 r 

equity ; unlefs fome abler writer fhould think pro- 
per to ftand forth in fupport of the injured reputa- 
tions of the Planter and Merchant, and thereby 
render any further, feeble, efforts of mine, unne- 
ceflary. I have the more reafon to flatter myfelf 
this will be the cafe, as the attention paid by the 
Parliament to the petitions of many refpedablc 
public communities for the abolition of the Slave 
Trade, or fome regulation in the manner of carry- 
ing it on, (for they are not agreed among them- 
felves, as to the prayer of their petitions,) muft 
convince the Planters and Merchants, that the cla- 
mours and groundlefs accufations they heretofore 
defpifed, have fo far impofed on gentlemen of 
worth and humanity, as to deferve, on that ac- 
count, to be replied to and refuted. 

The reprefentatives of the inhabitants of Ja- 
maica, indeed, have thought it incumbent on them 
to undertake to fhew the falfity of fuch of the 
charges againft their conftituents, as appear, by the 
minutes of the Houfe of Commons, to be thought 
defcrving enquiry by that auguft aflembly ; and to 
vindicate the laws of the colony, and the manner of 
executing them, by (hewing them to be mild, ef- 
ficient, and merciful. But it certainly is not 
confident with the dignity of that houfe of aflembly, 
to anfwer the abfurd and groundlefs charges con- 
tained in pamphlets and news-papers. It muft, 
therefore, be the talk of individuals, to reply to, 

and 
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and e:xpofe foch calumnies and falfehoods as have 
in that manner been propagated ; and I (hall rejoice 
if my attempts m^y be attended with fuch fucccfs, 
as to induce the humane and benevolent to have a 
more jull. and favourable opinion of our conduft, 
than they have been imp^-eflVd with, from the un- 
contradidled abufe we have b^en pvcrwhclmed 
with for many years pad, 

A t-ender regard to our fellow creatures, and an 
endeavour to promote their happinefe, is certainly 
very commendable ; a,nd whoever can contribute 
to. fo defirable an end, ought to exert himfelf for 
xhat purpofe. The opportunities are innumerable, 
and at the door of every man : not a town, or a 
village in Great Britain, but offers to the hu- 
mane Chriflian, the poor man, with a large and 
helplefs family of children :.fom,e fick or infirm 
pcrfon, deftitute of the comforts, if not of the 
nece/Tanies, of life: fome unhappy artizan or far- 
mer, who, from accident, unfavourable feafons, or 
other misfortunes, has been difabled from paying 
his rentj and who ftes his goods^ or his flock, 
|iay, the very beds whereon himfdf, his wife,- and 
family, u'ed to reft their wearied limbs, after the 
labours ai;id toils of the day, feized on, and fold 
by the fteward of, perhaps, a relentkfs Or diflV 
patcd landlord. 

The relieving the diftrefles of the poor, the ficl^, 
the aged, and the infirm, would, it is to be ima- 
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gined, afford full employment for the mind and 
the fortune of the moft humane and opulent ; 
^but thefe things difregarded, or but (lightly 
attended to, all forts and degrees of people, 
have been incited to Intereft themfelves in the 
vifionary diftrcffes of the Negroes in Africa, or 
of thofe who have been tranfported from thence 
to the Britifh Sugar Colonies, and fold there -, or 
who are born of fuch as are refident in the iflands, 
who have not been emancipated. 

Among the caufes of this, outcry againft the 
colonifts becoming fo general, may be reckoned 
as not the flighteft, that the Univerfity of Cam- 
bridge having thought fit to offer a prize for the 
beft Differtation on Slavery, as a fubjeft wherein 
to exercife the ingenuity and imagination of the 
junior members of that fociety~a young man of 
a fertile fancy obtained the prize:*— -A matter, 
furely, of triumph and exultation to him«— The 
topic was popular ; and, in purfuit of his objeft, 
he thought proper to exclaim againft the com- 
merce carried on in Africa from the remoteft an- 
tiquity, and to paint the condition of the flaves, 
obtained by that medium*, as miferable in their 
own country, from the manner in which that 
commerce is carried on; and as ftill more infup- 
portable, from the manner of their treatment after 
they have been tranfplanted ti3 the Britifh Sugar 
Colonies in the Weft Indies. The Author of the 
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Diflcrtation which gained the plaudit of the Uni- 
vcrfity, runs no hazard of having the judgment 
of that learned tribunal appealed from by me. 
It is not to be doubted, but the decifion was jufl:, 
and that his rnerir, upon thisdccafion, was fupe-* 
riorto that of his competitors. But in what arc 
we to fuppofe ibis merit confided ? Surely, in the 
clafllc purity of his language, the happy turn of 
his periods, his choice of epithets, and the con- 
duft of his fable. Thefe his judges were compe- 
tent to decide upon. Whether Mr. Clarkfon's 
pen was guided by truth or fidion, did not ne- 
cefiarily enter into their confideration. Pbidiasy 
PraxiteleSy and Jpellesy did not gain their repu- 
tation from any rcfemblance their ftatues or pic- 
tures really bore to the deities they refpeftively 
reprefentcdj thofc whofe applaufe they received, 
could not even imagine that to be the cafe. The 
artift, indeed, who painted a bunch of grapes fo 
well that the birds came and pecked at it, received 
the moft unequivocal teftimony of his excellence, 
becaufe the birds had feen grapes in their natural 
ftate upon the vines : but as the members of the 
Univerfity of Cambridge poffeffcd no fuch occu- 
lar evidence of African or Weft Indian flavery, 
the applaufe Mr. Clarkfon received from them, 
could only regard his compofition as a piece of fine 
writing. The tears Mrs. Siddons draws from her 
audience are not the lefs real becaufe (he is known 
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not to be the perfonage fhe rcprefents; nor h 
Mr. Clarkfon's merit, as a writer, the lefs, (ov 
having fo completely duped the imagination of 
his readers, as not to let them paufe, tQ confider 
whether the tales he tells are probable or imr 
probable, true or falfe. The humane and well 

tempered Count , at Verjailles^ who, en- 

thufiaftically fond of ShakefpearCy had his ima- 
gination fo heated, as to reply to the, " me voici^ 
^^ Monfteur le Comtey' of the inimitable Sterne^ 
^^ mon dieuy Monfieuvy et vous etes, Toricky- 
ftews how far a favourite fubjeft may abforb a 
man's faculties. If the members of the Uni-» 
verfity had alked Mr. Clarkfon, '^ et vpu^ 
hadinez?'' I fear he would not have anfweredas 
Yorick did, that ht joked at no one's expence but 
his own. Though I^have not the leafl: idea that 
htferiaujly fuppofed his detail of fafts would be 
received as true, when he prefented to the Uni- 
verficy the Differtation which was honoured with 
the applaufe of that learned body, it is certain 
that, which he has fince publifhed, which I now 
mean to examine, is written to induce people to ^ 
imagine, that he has given them, not an academi- 
cal differtation, but a real and true hiftorical ac- 
count. And though I undertake to fhew that it 
wasimpoffiblehelhould believe what he has fince, 
publifhed to be. true, and which, from its in- 
fonfiftency, there is not the kaft probabiiity 
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^oiild have been honpurcd with the prize which 
(what he calls) his abridged performance obtained, 
yet this Gentleman's " EJfay on the State of 
** Slavery^ and the Commerce of the Human 
" Species;'*, has perfuadcd fo many people to 
confider the commerce itfelf as infamousi and 
the piirchafers of flaves in the colonies as fo many 
favages, devoid of every principle of humanity, 
that, late as it is, it may, perhaps, be of fome fmall 
advantage to the caufe of the Planters^ and of 
truth, to animadvert upon a performance which 
has done much unprovoked injury to both. It 
may not be improper^ however, to make a flight 
obfervation On the impropriety of Mr. Glarkfon's 
conduft, whoi in confequence of the honour con- 
ferred on him by the Univerfityi for writing his 
Prize Differtation in Latin, in the year 1785, 
when he was waited upon, by fome gentlemen of 
refpeSlability and confequence y to requeft he would 
publilh ii in Englijh. He tells us, Preface^ p. 
xxiii, *' he had two copies^ an original^ and an 
*' abridgment; The latter was that fcnt down to 
" Cambridge/' ,Thc latterwas that, then, which 
the gentlemen of refpeSabiiity and confequence re- 
quelled him to publifli, " hoping it might be 6f 
" ufe, as the public attention was then excited to 
*' the cafe of the unfortunate Africans; and that 
" it would be ferving the c^^^ with ^^y^/^ 4^^^, 
" if it were to be pubiifhed within ^few months/* 
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This argument prevailed— To do what ?— to pub- 
lifli fomethifig clfe!— Mr, Clarkfon can fcarce 
fuppofe any perfon will believe, that, what he calls 
an abridgment was a copy of the original, or only 
differed from it in length! What he wrote at large, 
contained, doubtlefs, many of thofe ftortes with 
which his prefent work abounds; and thofe ex- 
crefences which, if he had not prudently pruned 
away, he .would fearcely have obtained the prize 
for which he was a candidate. He has, indeed, 
acknowledged that what he has given to the world> 
in Knglilh, is not only not the Diffcrtation which 
obtained the prize, but even not the tranflation of 
the original of that abridgment. He tells us what 
the confiderable additions are which he has 
made; but very inconftderahle additions may be 
mofi material alterations. Was it, howevei", fair ? 
(I will not a(k, was it not a fraud?) in Mr. Clark- 
fon, to avail himfelf of the applaufc he .obtained 
from the Univerfity of Cambridge, to impofe a 
writing on the world, as the fame in fubftance, 
at leaft, with that which had been fo applauded, 
when he knew it to be effentially different ; to 
publifh it too, in order to Jerve a caufey apurpo/e^ 
crafa£tiony and to time itJo% that is, at a period, 
when people's minds were too much heated to 
permit them to judge fairly upon the queftion, 
in order that it might have a double effe£t ? 


The 
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TKe embellifhments of African battles^ and 

African poetry, might be forgiven to a young 

man writing for fame or preferment. The 

chains, the bowl, the dagger, the tolling knell, 

and funeral procefHon, are aids the buflcin lays 

claim to; and when thefe trappings of terror and 

of woe, affifl: to melt the foul into the fofc feelings 

of fenfibility, we applaud the poet; we yield, 

with a willing complacency, to the delufion, and 

diflblve in tears, which we feel a delicious luxury 

in (bedding. But if fimilar arts are made ufe of 

by a writer, to inflame the palfions of his read* 

ers, to the prejudice of the fair fame and honour 

of men of unblemifhed reputation, to the injury 

of their fortunes, and their peace of mind, the 

man who employs them, and proftitutes his 

talents to fo wicked a purpofe, deferves, at leaft, 

the fevereft cenfurcs. Such, however, has been the 

behaviour of Mr. Clarkfon. Let him, if he can, 

reconcile fuch conduct to the rules of morality, 

of candour, the diftates of confcience, or the 

precepts of that holy religion to which he has 

now devoted himfelf. The. more he refleds on 

thefalfcand ill-founded accufationshehas brought 

againll the Sugar Planters, the more reafon he 

will have to lament the difadvantages his reputa-> 

tion mufl: lie under, from his having publiftied his 

^flay as a tranflation of his academical Diflerta- 

tioni and to wifh *^ he had written upon the 

^'fubjea 
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fiibjcft without any reference at all to any (pr^-*^ 

tended) original copy. 

He has, however, thought proper to a£t 
othcrwife; and we muft take things as we find 
theni. I hope, at leaft, I have made it appear, 
that the work, now under confideration, has hot, 
in fact, obtained the approbation of that refpeftable 
Univerfity, who adjudged the prize to (what 
Mr. Clarkfon calls) the abridgment of his original 
Dijfertation, His prefent performance, therefore, 
with all the mifreprefentations contained in it, 
muft depend upon itfelf; totally deprived of 
the high fupport which it was fuppofed to derive 
from the authority of that learned body. In this 
performance, Mr. Clarkfon fets out with ac- 
knov,'ledging {Effay^ p, i.) " when civilized, as 
" well as barbarous, nations, have been found, 
" through a long fucceflion of ages, uniformly. 
" to concur in the fame cuftoms,, there fcems to 
" arife a prefumption, that futh cuftoms are 
" not only eminently ufeful, but arc founded 
'* alfoupbn the principles of juftice". " Such,^* 
fays Mr. Clarkfon^ " is the cafe with rcfpeft to 
** Jlavery : k has had the concurrence of all the 
" nations which hiftory has recorded, and the 
*' repeated praftice of ages from the remotefl 
*^ antiquiry/' 

A'young man of h^s fortitude than Mr. Clark^ 
fon, would, perhaps, have hefitated a little, be- 
fore 
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fore he had precipitately decided, that a cuftom, 
fanftified for fo many thoufand years, by the ap- 
probation and ufage of all mankind, is vufi 
impicus and execrable. In a matter, which fae 
acknowledges to be of that importance, as 
** that the dignity of human nature, and the rights 
*' and the liberties of mankind, are involved ia 
*' its difcuflion", fome degree of diffidence, fomc 
doubts of his own judgment, might have been 
expefted from an undergraduate, notwithftandi«ag 
he had been honoured by the Univerfity, of which 
he was a member, with the Jirfi of their annual 
prizes for the year 1785, before he ventured to 
pafs fentence; tfpeQially, when he found ic necef- 
fary, in order to afcertain the truth, where the 
force of fuch cuftom pleaded fo ftrongly againfl: 
what he calls the feelings of humanity, ** to coa- 
"^^ fult the hijiory of Jlavery^ and to lay before the 
" reader, in as concife a manner as poflible, a 
*' general view of it, from its earlieft appearance 
" to the prefent day." — How far he has done fo, 
I Ihall confider hereafter. At prefent give me leave 
to conclude*, alTuring you of the rcfpect and ef- 
teem with which I have the honour to be, 

■ 

Dear Sir, &c* 


•' >•• - ^ , . 


LETTER 


t ay ] 


Dear Sir^ 


L E T T E R IL 

Jamaica, Oa. 7A lytt. 


AFTER Mr. Clarkfon's avowal of the and- 
quity and univerfality of flavcry, and the 
ncceflity of laying a view of the hiftory of it be- 
fore his readers, in order to juftify his deciding 
upon a qutftion of fuch importance, we had, 
doubtlefs, a right to cxpe6t he would have done 
fo, with fome degree- of candour and regard to his 
reputation as a man of letters ; byt I leave it to the 
public to judge, upon a fair examination of Mr. 
Clarkfon's Hiftory of Slavery, how far it will do 
credit to him, with refpeft to his abilities or 
fidelity as an hiftorian, or to his juftice and im- 
partiality as a judge. 

The firft clajs of Slaves which he chufcs to in- 
troduce to the acquaintance of his readers, arc the 
people who, he informs us, are ufually denomi- 
nated Mercenarii. He tells us alfo, " that the 
** Grecian Thetes were of this kind ; and thofc 
among the Egyptians and the Jews mentioned 
in the facred writings." He then proceeds to 
give us fome account of the nature of flavery a- 
mong the Germans and the Greeks, whofe piracies 
and depredations, in the early period of their hif- 
tory, he tells us, from ^hucydides^ were their 

only 
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only profeffion and fupport. The quotations fi orrt 
that author, . from Homers Xenophotiy AriJiotUi 
PlautuSy Horace^ Tacitus^ and other Greek and 
Roman authors, may fill his readers with admira- 
tion of his prodigious reading, but will afFord them 
very little inftruftion. For, in. the courfe of 
thirty pages^ we do not perceive any thing which 
has the leaft fimilitude of a View of the Hiftory of 
Slavery. In page 31 of his Effay, indeed, he 
feems to recolleft his engagements and begins his 
Hiftory of the Commerce of the Human Species y with 
telling us, " It was founded on the idea that men 
^vJtrt property J andmuft have arifcn in the firft 
praftifes of •barter, — The Story of Jofephy as 
^' recorded in the facred writings^ is an ample 
teftimony of the truth of this eonjefture. — It 
fhews, as all cuftoms muft require . time for 
^ their eftablifliment, that it exifted in the ages 
** previous to Pharaoh y that is, in thofe ages in 
*^ which we fixed the firft date of involuntary kr-- 
" vitude/'-^" Egypt (Mr^ Clarkfon tells us) 
" was the firft market that is recorded for the fale 
**■ of the human fpecies." 

I have really given eVery atterition to the fore- 
going paffages of the Effay^ without being able to 
difcover their meaning. It apears Jofeph was pur- 
chafed with money, not by way of barter. In like 
manner Abraham purchafed Ephron^s land wiih 
money*-— Can Egypt be the firft nniarket recorded/ 

for 
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fof the falc of the human fpccies ? when we heap 
of a company of Midianitijh merchants, *f travelT 
f' ling up and down, collefting not only balm, 
^f n^yrrh, Jpcery^ and other wares, but the Huv 
?5 man Species alfo." Does not Mr. Clarkfon 
conGder that a purchafe implies a falej and that 
if thefe merchants carried people to Egypt for fale, 
they muft firft have bought them. If, therefore, 
Jofeph was fold to the Midianites, or Ifhmaelites, 
jcoming from Gilead, unlefs they brought Slaves 
yrith them, Canaan, where Jofeph was fold, was 
the firft market that is recorded for the fale df the 
human fpecies. If, on the contrary, they 
jbrought flaves from Gilead, a mart for the fale 
and purchafe of flaves, mAift have been eftablilbed 
there. All we are able to learn from Mr. Clark- 
fon- s fix firft chapters of his Eflay, is, that flavery 
exifted from a very early period ; that flaves were 
fold in Egypt i where, jn one part of his perform- 
ance, he tells us, that, to the eternal honor of 
that cQuntry, they were treated with humanity i 
EJfayy p.'2Qi and very foon after, that they were 
there treated with Tuch/everity, as that the coun- 
try merited the epithet oi bitter Egypf, beftowed 
upon it by Hamer ; {EJfayyp. 35.) To fay no- 
thing of thefe contradidions, it furely cannot be 
palled a *5 Fiew of the Hiftory of Slavery y' to te}l 
us that flaves were fold m Egypt, m Athens y in 
Cy$r^^ \ *nd that thp Grecians bartered flaves for 

wine 
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wine during the time of the Trojan war. All 
thefc things fliew us no more, than that there 
were (laves at thofe feveral perit ds. Nor does 
the war-dance of the Thracians, mentiontd by 
Xenophon, give us a wit more diftinft idea of 
flavery, than Major Rogers*s account of a fimi- 
' lar war-dance of the American favages, on the 
banks of the lake Huron. 

Mr. Clarkfon, tho* he acknowledges that fla- 
▼cry exifted prior to the time of Jofeph, begins 
his hiftory only from the time of that Patriarch. 
He has the fcriptures to juftify him in that ac- 
count, and we acknowledge their authority. But^ 
with thofe facred volumes in his hand, is it not 
extraordinary that Mr. Clarkfon, the now reverend 
Mr. Clark/on, has neglefted thofe genuine and 
venerable fources of information, and rather relied 
upon the authority of Homer, Thucydides, &c. 
and from them to deduce his View of the Hiftory 
of Slavery, fo many centuries after the S. S, fpeak 
of it^ having exifted ? Had our Efla,yift meant to 
have faithfully informed his readers of what thofe 
books teach him, he, would have quoted the 9th, 
and other early chapters, of Genejis^ inftead of the 
47th. As he has not done it, the reader is defired 
to turn to the 25/i verfe of the ^tb chapter. He will 
there find, that, on account of the offence com- 
mitted by Ham againft his father, his pofterity, to 
his fourth fon, Canaan^ are doomed to be xkitjlaves 

of 
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of his brethren. The words of the text arc, 
'^ curfcd be Canaan^ a fervant of fcrvants (hall he 
'* be unto his brethren". But it appears clearly, 
from the context, that the elder brethren of Ga- 
naan were involved in the fencence ; a fentence 
pronounced by Noah, the fupremc lord of the 
whole earth, and the only perfon, fince our firft 
parent, who had a right to claim the title of uni« 
verfal monarch. 

I have, in a former publication, urged, in favor 
of the prefent commerce of flaves, that it is pro- 
bable the Negroes are the defcendants of Cujh^ 
the eldeft fon of Ham. I did not then know that 
fuch my opinion had the fandtion of that learned 
mythologift Mr. Bryanty whom Mr. Clarkfon has 
thought proper to quote, in a note to page 1 8 1 
of his Effay. Though this quotation is made by 
Mr. Clarkfon, with intention to expofe the rea-, 
fonihg of fuch of the advocates for the Weft India 
Planters, as have fuggefted the defcendants of 
Canaan to be the perfons doomed, by the fen- 
tence of Noah, to flavery, yet I cannot conceive 
how it has Jutted Mr. Clarkfon* s purfoje^ to pro- 
duce Mr. Bryant's teftimony. If it fliould ap« 
pear, from thence, what, indeed, is clear from 
the fcriptures themfelves, that the Negroes arc 
not defcended from Canaan, it, at the fame 
time, ihews his opinion, that they are defcended 

from 
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from Cufh, or the other children of Ham. , Mr» 
Cbrklbn acknowledges that faft. We defire 
Ijo more. I know not who contends for the 
Negroes being the defcendants of Canaan; as 
little are we concerned whether the people of 
Lybia are defcended from Phut, or from Miz- 
raim. PTe wijh not to be wife above what is writ^ 

. iejif The fcriptures fay nothing of the defcend- 
ants of Phut J but we are exprefsly told, that the 
eldeft fon of Ham was called Cu(h. We know 
^^Oy that Cuih, in the Hebrew language, fig- 
jiifies blacky and that the Ethiopians, as Mr. 
^l^rkfon allows, were called Cujhimy D»it?n> 
^* Children of Cujh,^* Whtrth(fr, therefore, any 
pf the defcendants of Phut, or Mizraim, were 
black, or whether there were any defcendants of 
Phut, does not appear from the Hebrew fcrip- 
tures. If Mr. Bryant's conjefture be well found- 
ed', with refpeft to their poflerity, it only fbcws, 
that the curfe, or fentence, denounced againft 

' Ham, extended fo much the further. It may be 
objefled, that Cufh was born prior to the time of 
Ham's committing the offence againft his father, 
for which he fenteqced him, and his family, to 
ft) /evere a punifhment ^ and therefore, the com- 
plexion of Cufli could not have any relation to 
the crime to be committed afterwards by his 
father. In anfwer to this objc6lion, I obfe^v^, 
thefc is no impropriety, nor improbability, ir\ 

fup^ofin^ 
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fuppofing that the blacknefs of Cufli was the 
mark fet upon him, and his pofterity, from the 
fore knowledge of the Deity of the cringe, and 
confequent punifhment, which Ham would com- 
mit, and be fentenced to ; and as a feal of that 
perpetual fervitude to which his defcendants were 
to be doomed by that fentence. This will appear 
the lefs extraordinary, when we refledt on the re* 
markably prophetic names which, in the pa- 
triarchal times, were impofed upon children by 
their parents- Thus, the name of the fon of 
Enochs rt^tt^moj Methufclah, Gen, 5. v. 21, which 
lignifies, '^ he dieth, and it cometb^^ was pro- 
phetically defcriptive of the time the flood was to 
overwhelm the earth, which happened, according 
to the fcripture chronology, in the very year he 
died. The name of m, ' I^oah^ ^' he comfortethy* 
is, in the like manner, prophetic of that patri- 
arch's renewing the human race, after the deftruc-^ 
tion of mankind by the deluge. It does not, 
however, appear, that his father Lamcch had 
that circumllance in view, at the time he gave 
him that name, faying, " this fame fhall comfort 
us concerning our work, and toil of our hands, 
becaufe of the ground which the Lord hath 
*' curfed/* Gen. 5. v. 29. Thus alfo. Gen. 10. 
"v. 25. the fon of Eber is narned j^jj, Peleg, 
" becaufe," fays the fcriptiire, " in his days 
the earth was divided." y'lt^n n:i^B;, Nepelagah 

D hearetz 


€€ 


[ 34 1 

hearetz. It is reedlefs to miiltiply fimilar autho- 
rities, to the believing reader, to Ihew^ rhat fucb 
jprophetic names were given by the ancient patri- 
archs to their children. To an unbeliever, what 
appears in the fcriptures, will only prove, that^ 
in that ancient book, there is an affertion, that a 
confiderable part of rtiankind were, from the 
carlieft ages, deftined to live in a ftate of flavcry 
to the other part ; that a part of thofe, fo dcftined> 
were defcended from a black anceftor ; and that 
flavery was, therefore, always one of the condi- 
tions of human life i in proof of which^ I mean to 
produce (till further teftimony. 

It may not, however, be unworthy notice here> 
that the divifion of the earth before mentioned, 
to have happened in the days of Pekg,. was 
fo remarkable, that his name is the root of the 
word, which fignifies the Sea^ in the Hebrew^ 
Greek, and Latin languages. It has, therefore, 
,with great propriety, been heretofore obferved, 
by a learned author, *' That the divifion of the 
*^ earth, recorded in the fcripture, was a divifioa 
" made by the fea; and, perhaps, the diyifiori 
** meant, was the very extraordinary feparation of 
" Europe and Africa from America, by the fob- 
" merfion of the Ifland of Atalantis*^ faid (in 
"Plato's ^m^us) to have been bigger than ali 

• Platonis Critias. Ed. Steph. t. 3, p. io3. 
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*' Lybia and Europe ; to have been fituated op- 
^^ pofite to the Streights of Gades, (now GibraU 
*' ter) y and to have been fwaliowed up by an 
" earthquake, which happened in the early agej 
" of the world/* 

Altho*, for rcafons above mentioned, fome 
people n^ay have been inclined to doubt, whether 
my of the children of Ham were blacky except 
Cujhy yet there is no doubt but many of the 
defcendants of Mizraim were flaves for feveral 
generations, that is, to the time of Abraham, 
who, according to the Mofaic account, was born 
^92 years after the deluge *. Noah lived 35Q 
years after that period 5 and, confequently, Abra- 
ham muft have been born 58 years before the 
death of that father of mankind, and aio years 
before the death of Shem, who furvived Abraham 
35 years, as appears by Genefis 25. v. 7 j where 
he is mentioned to have died at the age of 175 


♦ Shem, after the flood — 

— * — 

2 years 

begat Arphaxed, 

, who — 

^ — ,. 

35 after 

liegat Salah 

— . — 

~ 

30 

begftt Eber 

— — 

« 

34 

begat Feleg 

-^ ~ 

— 

30 

begat Rea 

-— — — . 

— 

32 

begat Sirug 

^ 

— 

30 

begat Nahor 


— ■ 

29 

begat Terah 

— — 

— . 

yo 


begat Abraham ^— _ _ 2^2 ycari 

after the deluge, nf. Gen. 9. 'v» 10. to the t6* 
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years. Hagar, Sarah's bond' maid, was aflf 
Egyptian, nnvo, Mizraithy a female defcendant 

. of Mizraim. There is no reafon to fuppofe that 
Sarah might not have been poffeffed of this flave 
before fhe left Ur, of the, Chaldees, with her 
father-in-law Ttetah^ to go into Canaan. 

The family, in their journey, dwelt fomc time 
in Haran ; and Abraham left Haran for Canaan, 
when he was 75 years old. Thus it clearly ap- 
pears, from fcripture, that flavery was a condition 
of human life from the time of Noah's fentencc 
paffcd on the poftericy of Ham, and in common 
praftice in lefs than 300 years after the flood. la 

• all probability, Noah was living at the time this 
defcendant of Mizraim was the bond-flave of 
Sarah. At any rate Shem, the eldeft fon of No^b, 
was then in the vigour of life. There is not th« 
flighteft ground to imagine flavery commenced at 
that period. Hagar's being the flave of Sarah, 
is mentioned as an accidental circumftance : nor 
is it probable that her name would ever have 
been heard of at all, but from her being the 
mother of Abraham's fon Khmael. Not one of 
Abraham's other fervants is mentioned by name^ 
exce:pt Eliezer, of Damafcus, his ftesvard, or 
principal fervant, who was fent to Mefopotamia 
to procure a wife for, his fan Ifaac, fyom the 
family of Nahor, Abraham's brother, Gen. 24. 
The travels of Abraham, from. Ur, in Chaldea,^ 

from 
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from thence to Egypt, from Egypt to the land of 
the PhiliftineSj and the fending his fervants with 
camels, and a confiderable equipage, to Mefopo- 
tamia, Ihew that fuch journies were neither diffi- 
cult, or unfrequent: and, as a farther proof of 
the facility, as well as the fafcty, of travelling in 
thofe days, we may mention the journey of Jacob, 
when fcnt by his mother from Beer(heba to Padan- 
Aram, in Syria ; a diftaDce of not lefs than 500 
miles, without any guard, or any fervant or com- 
panion« As Abraham was 58 years old at the 
rime of Noah's death, and his eldeft fon, Shem, 
«ven furvived Abraham, it is not at all improba- 
ble, that Abraham might have feen and converfed 
with both, and have received their inftruftions; 
at leaft, it is very unlikely, that he ihould not 
have had frequent communications with them, 
wherever they might have been fettled j even 
if the conjedture of Noah's having fixed himfejf 
in China, er any other remote part of the world, 
be well founded j as there is no reafon to fuppofc 
there could be any great difficulty in the in- 
tercourfe between people who had fo lately fepa- 
rated from each other. Is it then to be believed, 
that flavery, which, it is manifeft, exifted prior 
to the time of Abraham, had not the fanftion of 
jNoah, and of Shem, his eldeft fon, and there- 
fore, that it was a condition of human life as 
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jAncient as the exiftence of fociety, and during 
the life of Noah himfelf. # 

I know not whofe opinion Mr. Clarkfan con- 
traverts, when he afferts, that the defcendants of 
Canaan were not black 5 tho' I agree, there is not 
the leaft reafon to think they were 5 yet it is clear 
that Canaan himfelf was doomed, like his bre- 
thren then born, to fe'rvitude. ^Surely it would 
appear very niuch like an aft of injuftice, if he 
had been punilhed alone for the crinrie of Ham : 
yet, perhaps, the contrajy is not evident, at the 
fiffl: view of the text. However, if the words 
are examined with attention, and a proper regard 
is paid to the idiom of the Hebrew language, 
the difEculty will vanirti, and the fenfe of the 
paflage be perfeftly clear, even if the context 
had permitted any doubt to remain* The fen* 
tence is, " Curfed be Canaan : a fervant of Jer^ 
^^ vants Ihall he be unto his brethren i\ n^j? onnr ; 
Ohed^ Obedim, *^ a Jlave of Jlaves.*' Thus it 
J^ppears his hrtihrtn^tTt Jlaves z he might other- 
wife have been the fervant or flave of his bre- 
thren ; but unlefs they were in a ftate of fer- 
vitude, he could not have been the fervant *of 
fervants. 

It does not appear that this fentence afFcded 
Canaan's immediate defcendants, who were, the 
Sidonians, the Hittires, JebufiteSj Emorites, Gir- 
gafcites, Hivitcs, &c. neither did it extend to 
^ " ' all 
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nil the pofterity of Cufti ; for it appears to have 
had a period with his fixth fon, Nimrod. Indeed^ 
the Philiftines, who are reckoned among his de- 
fendants, often kept the children of Ifrael in 
flavery. By what means Nimrod avoided fbaring 
the fate of the other children of Culh, wc arc 
not told, nor whether he ufed violence to efFeft 
his emancipation. He is called, " a mighty 
hunter before the Lord/* The original is 
nm^ ♦:b^ vv * iujj Gehur. ^zir Lepeni Jebovahy a 
phrafe of very doubtful meaning, and capable 
of a favourable, as well as an . unfavourable, in- 
terpretation. One thing is, however, evident, 
that he was the founder of a mighty empire. 

To prove that the pofterity of Canaan were not 
kept as flaves by their brethren, it is fufficient to 
Ihew, that, when Abraham lived among the chil- 
i3rcn of Heth, in Canaan, he acknowledged their 
fuperiority as lords of the foil. When he alked 
of them a burying place for his wife Sarah, they 
fay to him — *^ Hear us, my lord: thou art a 
mighty prince among us ; in the choice of our 
fepulchres bury thy dead/* Abraham, how- 
ever, mighty prince as he was, " bowed himfelf 
*' to the people of the land, even to the children 
^^ of Heth." He refufed to accept of the land, 
which was offered with the kindnefs of a friend 
and relation. " What," fays Ephron, the Hit- 
jite, " is the price of the land between thee and 
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*' me r' But Abraham chofe rather to purchafc 
it. This circumftance is an incontrovertible proof, 
that the defcendants of Canaan were not flavesi, 
until the time that the Hivites, who dwelt in 
Gibeon, furrendered themfelvcs to Jofhua. It 
appears, alfb, that, at the time Abraham went 
down into Egypt, on account of the faming 
in Canaan, altho* the Egyptians were not then 
flaves, and at the abfolute difpofal of their prince, 
yet flavery exifted among thcmi; bccaufe Pha.- 
raoh gave Abraham men-fervants and maid-fer- 
fervants. 

What has been obferved, I flatter myfelf, you 
will confider as proof, that Mr. Clarkfon has, by 
no means, fulfilled his promife, of laying before 
his readers f' A General View of Slavery, froqi 
*^ its firft Appearance to the Time he wrote.'* 
He has not only omitted giving any particular 
account of the nature of flavery, or the rcafon of 
its exiftence, from the time of Noah to that 
of Jofeph, (that is for 560 years,) but, when 
he does condefcend to jjint at (for he does not ex- 
prefsly mention) the very es^traordinary furrender 
made by the Egyptians, of their eftates and per- 
sons, to their king, he endeavours to induce his 
readers to believe, " that thefe people only be- 
f' came fo poor as to have recourfe, for their 
^' fupport, to the fcrvice of the rich.'* For the 
(puth pf this pofition, Mr. Clarkfop is hardy 
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enough to refer his reader to the 47/i& chap, of 
Genefts, (EJfay^ p. 3 J 

Men, who write to Jupport a tauje^ %r a party ^ 
who publifli, at the minute of time when their 
writings may have a double effeSy arc, pcrjiaps, 
not fcinpuloufly attentive to avoid falling into 
thofe errors, or miftakes, which, before they caa 
be difcovcred, or corredted, may \i2iyt ferved th^ 
purpoje for which they were intended ; and when 
the difcovery of the falfehood, prmiftake, is likely 
fo be jnade, it proves too Ute. 

Is it poffible that Mr. Clarkfon, or the gentle^ 
fnen of refpeSfability and confequence who applied 
to him, could believe the Egyptians hired them- 
fclves out for their temporary fupport ? Can 
words be more plain and exprefs than the lan- 
guage of the people ? " There is not ought left 
^^ in the fight of my lord, but our bodies y and our 
^^ lands — Buy usy therefore, and our land, for 

bread ; and we^ and our land, will htfervants 

yiavesl unto Pharaoh/' Gen. 47, v. 18, 19. 
Jofeph took their perfons into his pofleffion, re- 
moved them to new habitations, and tells them, 
(^v. 23.) " ^ehold ! I have bought you this day, 
^* you, and your land, for Pljaraoh !'* Can any 
thing in the world \>q plainer than the terms of 
this furrender ? or was there ever a more unlimited 
unconditional flavery ? Not a hint is given that 
(his advantage J ^as it maybe called,) taken of the 

nfc^flftie^ 
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TTCceflitics of a whole people, by their prince, 
and the reducing them to flavery^ is contrary to 
the will of the Deity. The agent, in this tranf- 
aftion, is an inrpii-ed prophet, and " a man iri 
" whonh thefpirit of God was"! who was fent, iti 
almoft a miraculous manner, into the country for 
the purpofe. This could not be tortured by Mr. 
Clarkfon in any manner to have the appearance of 
guilt on the part of Pharaoh, or of Jofeph, To 
avoid, therefore, what muft have been the con- 
clufion from thefe premiffes, Mr. Clarkfon en- 
deavors to impofe upon his readers, and perfuade 
them to believe, in direft contradiftion to the ex»- 
prtk averment of fcripture, that thofe people were 
reduced to that ftate of fcrvitude, which is ufually 
denominated the mercenary. " Of this kind (fays 
he) were thofe, both . among the Egyptians 
and the Jews, which are recorded in the facred^ 
*^ writings." — Is there any analogy between the 
abfolute furrender of the Egyptians of their lands 
and perfons to Pharaoh, and the direftions given 
to the Jews, in the paffage Mr. Clarkfon refers to 
in LeviticHSy ^^ to confider their poor brethren, 
*' not in the light of flavcs, but of hired fer- 
*' vants?" This firft clafs of people reduced to 
Jervitudey by which, in a view of the Hiftory of 
Slavery, we muft fuppofe Mr. Clarkfon means we 
Ihould underftand JlaveSy he tells us, in a note, 
in the very next page of his EfFay, ^i^xtfree-m^n I 

He 




t 43 3 

He aflcrts *' that thefe mercenarii were fo deno- 
*' minated from the circumftanccs of their hire; 
" and that they are fometimes nnentioned in the 
*^ [Roman] law books by the name of libmy 
^* from the circumftances of their birth, to dif- 
** tinguilh them from alienij or foreigners/' It 
cannot be fuppofed, that Mr. Clark fon added 
fuch a note to the Diflcrtation which obtained th^ 
prize. It mufl have appeared to the Univerfity a 
Arrange comment on the text of Juftinian^ to de- 
clare, that the clafs of people he mentions by the 
nam€ of mercenarii^ were called liberie (freemen,) 
for any other purpofe than to diftinguifti them 
from fuch as were not free, Thefe Egyptians, 
thefe mercenarily the Grecian prodigals, and the 
German enthufiafts, who, he tells us, (from Taci- 
tus,) flaked their liberty at play, he calls voluntary 
Jlavesj and fo difmifles them as not worth con- 
jSderation ; but furely, it is by no means clear, 
that thefe Egyptians were voluntary flavesj or, 
if they were, in reviewing the Hiltory of Slavery, 
one clafs of flaves ought .to be the fubjedt of con- 
fideration as v/ell as the others, and not be merely 
mentioned for ** the purpofe of ftating the quefr 
*^ tion with (what Mr. Clarkfon calls) greater 
•^ accuracy t or to enable him to reduce the quef- 
^' tion into its proper limits, and then be taken 
f^ no more notice of."— Mr. Clarkfon feems very 
fijuch in a hurry to get rid of a queftion of fuch 

weight 
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weight and importance. Like a fecond Alexan^ 
dcr, if he cannot untie the Gordian knot, he will 
cut it. But can thefc Egyptians be in any man- 
ner confidered as voluntary (laves ? Why are they 
more fo than prifoners of ^var ? The latter furren- 
der themfelves to fave their lives. Did not the 
Egyptians do the fame ? Let us hear what they 
fay. *^ Give us feed, that we may livdy and not 
*' die I that the land be not defolate.** What fe*^ 
yerer compi^lfion than this ! 

Upon the whole, this firft part of Mr. Clarkfon's 
General View of Slavery is fo unfair, there is noc 
a doubt,, but he muft fubmit to an imputation, 
cither on his judgment or his integrity, I have 
endeavoured, as concifely as poflible, to fill up 
the chafm between the firft account in the fcrip- 
tures, and the period at which Mr. Clarkfon- 
chufesto commence his General View of Slavery; 
as, notwithftanding fome apparent confeflion of 
its antiquity, we cannot confider him as taking 
up the confideration of it earlier than the time of 
Jofeph ; and, I flatter myfelf, we have proved, 
Jirfi, that flavery is as antient as Noah, and had 
its commencement from the time that Patriarch 
fentenced Ham's pofterity to fervitude : Jecondly^ 
that fuch fervitude was in ufage and pradife in the 
time of Abraham, and continued to be an efta- 
blifhcd condition of human life in the tin^is of 
Jofephj thirdly^ that no reproach appears to have 
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fallen on thofe who traded in flavcs, or on thofe 
who retained their fellow creatures in flavery : 
fourthly J that the whole people, of a great nation, 
were permitted to fell themfelves to their prince 
for a maintenance ; and that an infpired perfon, 
who had the fpirit of God in him, and who was 
fet apart, in a particular manner, by the Divine 
Providence, for. that purpofe, was, though aflave 
himfelf, the agent, or inftrument, in the hands of 
the Deity, to cffefk fuch an extraordinary bufinefs. 
It may Jierebe added, tliac the Deity not only per- 
mitted, but foretold, the flavery in which the chil- 
dren of Ifrael were detained for four hundred yearSy 
to the time of their great anceftor, Abraham, 
Gen. 1^. v» 13. — ^We may, therefore, fafely con- 
clude, if the fcriptures are true, both for the an- 
tiquity and lawfulnefs of flavery, and the Slave 
Trade ; nor in fuch cafe is it evident y in any man- 
ner, as Mr. Clarkfon contends, in ^. 184 of his 
EJfayy that the ciirfe of Ham is accomplilhed, 
any more than (if the fcriptures are falfe, a fuppo- 
fition which I will, in charity, fuppofc Mr» Clark- 
fon makes, p. 185, merely for the fake of argu- 
ment) it can be admitted, " that there neither 
** was fuch a perfon as Cain or Ham, or Canaan/* 
Such pcrfons may have all exifted, even though 
the fcriptures may, in fomc particulars, have 
been interpolated, or corrupted : nor have we 
ever heard, that any, even of thofe who pretend to 
• doubt 
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doubt of the divine origin of the facred fcripturts,r 
fcruple to acknowledge them as the moft antient 
and refpcftable, .as well as moft indifputable, hif- 
torical authorities handed down to us. 

Should I, however, be driven to the tcftimony 
of profane authors, in fupport of my aflertion, 
** that flavery has always been a condition of 
" human life/' I (hall be able to adduce proofs, 
in favour of that pofition, as numerous as the 
civilized nations with which hiftory has made us 
acquainted. As to the barbarous and favag^ hords 
of people, their wants are few, and few (laves are 
nece(rary for their fervice; fuch people, therefore, 
have generally no other (laves than their wives > 
but that they hold them in the fevereft ftate of 
fcrvitude, is fo generally true, ' that we may defy 
thofe who are advocates for a pcrfeffc. equality 
among mankind, and a(rert fuch an equality 
ever had exiftence in this world, to point out one 
favage nation wliere the women have not been 
treated as (laves. — But to proceed with our exa- 
mination into the ftate and condition of mankind 
in civilized countries* In order to fave time both 
to you and my(elf, I will avail myfelf of the con- 
fe(rion of Mr. Clarkfon, as to its being common 
among the Greeks and Romans, as well as among 
the Phrygians, Thracians, and Germans \ and we 
may alfo readily allow, that anjong fome, if not 
all, of thefe people, (laves w^re treated in- a cruel^ 
barbarous manner \ and that in Egypt and Athens 
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only, the feverity of their lot was, in a certain dc- 
gree, mitigated. I fliould not have been forry if Mr* 
Clarkfon had been a little more particular in his 
defcriptionof the condition of (laves among thefe 
people, particularly among the Greeks. We fliould 
have been thankful (if it could have Jutted bis 
purfoje) to have defcribed the fituation of thofe 
flaves among the Lacedemonians, who were called 
Helotes'y that he might have had thepleafure (for 
fuch it rnuft have been to a man of his humanity)^ 
to have compared their condition with that of the 
African Slaves in the Colonies. As he has not 
thought proper to do it, and I wifh not to draw fa 
unpleafant a pifture of antient manners, I will not 
make any cbmparifon between the condition of 
thofe Helotes and the Negro Slaves, It is fuffici- 
cnr, for the defign of the pre fent argument, that 
Mr, Clarkfon allows flavery always to have exifted 
among the Greeks, &c. under different modifica- 
tions of greater or lefs degrees of feverity. That 
it likewife was in common ufage among the an- 
tient Perfians, Babylonians, Medes, and AfTy- 
rians, is equally apparent, both from facred and 
profane hiftory. Befides the ac(pount of the wars 
of the king of Elam, or Perfia, leagued with the 
king of Shinaar, or Babylon, and other princes 
of the eaft, mentioned Gen. c. 14, when they 
carried away Lot, and the inhabitants of Sodom, 
prifonersj the captivity of the ten tribes, by Shal- 
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manezer i that of the Jews, by the king of Saby-' 
Ion 5 and the continuation of fuch captivity under' 
Darius, the Mcde, put the matter out of all 
doubt. 

We are told by CteftaSy that Ninus, in con- 
jundlion with Ariaeus, king of the Arabians, con- 
quered the Babylonians, carried away a great num- 
ber of the inhabitants of that country captives, 'and 
impofed a tribute on the remainder. Semiramis^ 
his fucceflbr, is faid to have employed two mil- 
lions of people, of all countries ^ throughout her 
dominions, in building the walls of Babylon : and 
we learn from the fame author, that this queen, 
and her more infamous fucceflbrs, were attended by 
eunuchs^ in the fame, manner as all the other 
princes of the eaft are at prefent*. How long muft 
the commerce of the humanfpecies have fabfifted, and 
how infamous muft the praftice'of it have become 
in thofe countries, before emafculated flaves were 
, common in the world ? and yet we read, with- 
out furprize, of eunuchs, in the Old as well as m 
the New Teftament, Nor does it appear necef- 
fary, that the eunuch of Candaccy queen o(Ethio^ 
pta, fhould have been perfonally emancipated, in 
order to be intitled, by his converfion, to the full 
enjoyment of that Ipiritual liberty, with which 

* Semirumu Ceneros mares cafiravit omniam prima. 
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Chrifl hath made us free. But, not to rely on- the 
authority of C/(/?^^, we learn alfo, from Herodotus, 
lib. 3, that the Babylonians, in part of their tribute 
to the Perfians, paid annually/w hundred eumicbs» 
The Ethiopians alfo {tinti\itv[\ five young Ethiopian 
eunuchs every third year : and the Colchians alfo, 
every fifth year, fent a tribute of one hundred boysy 
and one hundred young women^ The fame au- 
thor, lih* 4, explains the nature of the African 
cpmmerce, which was carried on in the time of 
Pfammeticus, king of Egypt, whofe veffels, equip- 
ped froiti Sue%^ and commanded by Phoenician 
fcamen, doubled the Cape of Good Hope, and 
returned to Egypt by the Mediterranean Sea. At 
the ceremony of the inauguration of Ptolemy Phi* 
ladelphus, we are told, by Atbenaus^ that female 
flaves, ofAfia 2Xi^ Africa^ began the procefllon* 
Camels, loaded with incenfe, faffron, cinnamon, 
and precious aromatics, followed. A body of 
Ethiopians bore ebony wood, and four hundred, 
elephants teeth. Abyflinians were loaded with 
gold duft. — ^We learn alfo, from D/W. Sic. lib. 1.. 
\}^zx.Alexandria alone contained fix hundred thoufand 
flaves in the time of the Ptolemies. Add to what 
has been before faid, that flavery has ever been irt 
ufajge among the Chineje. The high antiquity of , 
that people is indifputable : their annals, for fe- 
veral thoufand years, bear marks of unqueftion- 
able authority. There arc not wanting men of 
great learning, who maintain their kingFfl-^/ to 
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harvc been Noab. According to Pere du Haldif. 
the Chinefc annals may be fafely. relied on fronm 
Ta-o, whawas the eighth etDpcror from Fo-biy. 
smd is laid to have reigned 2357 years before the 
Chriftian ?ra, (i. e.) within a very few years of 
tlie deluge, according to the Hebrew chronology*. 
Their hiftories make no mention when flavery had 
a commencement in that country ; and it is, there- 
ioTCy fa!r> and, indeed,, reafbnable, to conclude,, 
that It had an exigence among them coeval with 
their empire^ 

There is ftill behind an authority, which, next 
to the fcriptures, mufl: be decidve as to the anti-^ 
quity, if not to the lawftilnefs, of flavery. I 
mean the facred books of the Gentoos in the Eaft 
Indies, and their laws,, with which we have lately- 
been brought acquainted by ^r. Halbed. 

The facred books, which arc regarded with the 
higheft veneration throughout all Indqfian, arc the 
four Bedesi books which, like the Chinefc an- 
nals, lay claim to a hi^er antiquity than the 
period alfigned by Mofe^iot the deluge. 

Although our convidtion of the truth of the 
Mofaic account, (hould prevent our acknowledg- 
ing thefe claims, in . their fulleft extent, yet it 
is impoffible we (hould not admit, that thefe books 
contain the mod: evident uncontrovertible mark^ 
of very high antiquity. 

'* 

. Mr. Dow, in the diflcrtation prefixed to his^ 
Hiftory of Indoftan {p..xxfuiL) Informs us, that 
i .. « . the 
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the firft credible account of the four Beies^ isj 
that they were coUefted, not written, at that eraj 
or period of their hiftofy, called Cal Jug, by a 
philofopher, or prophet, called Muni, or the in- 
fpired. This era, according to that author, and 
the accounts of the Bramins, was prior to the 
preftnt year of our Lord, 1788, by 4906 years 1 
and correfponds to the year of the world 886, or 
770 years anterior to the deluge; according to 
fcripture chronology. 

Mr. Dow alfo informs us, (j>. xxxii. of the 
fame diflertation,) " That the Hindoos have, from 
" all ' antiquity, been divided, into four great 
*^ tribes, each of which comprehends a variety ot 
" cafts. Thefe tribes are, 

I ft. That of the Bramins, or priefthood, 

and. The Cbitteri, Kittri, or Sittri, the mill- 
, tary. 

3rd. The Beife, or Bife, the merchant. 

4th. The Sooder, or Sudder, the menial fervant.** 
He alfo mentions the Harri, who are the outcafts 
of all the tribes i wretches that one would fcarce- 
ly believe could poflibly exift in fuch a deplorable 
fituation, as that in which we are told they live, 
a condition infinitely inferior to that of the vilcft 
flavery. 

We learn, from Mr. Halhed*% account of the 
Gentoo laws, chap. 8. § i. p. 138, that one of the 
cafts of the Sooder tribe is called Bofs. The per- 
fons of whom this Caft confifts, are all flaves i 
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and they, may become fo by no lels than fifteea' 
di^fferent modes ; for the particulars of which the 
reader is referred to the book itftlf It wilL 
be fufficient to obferve here,, that only one of the 
fifteen modes of becoming a flave, is that of 
being taken in war; a proof that,,in the countries^ 
and among the people, of the greateft antiquity, 
a very fmall part of the (laves are captives ; not- 
withftanding the writers on the laws of nations,. 
in Europe, feem to regard thofe people only 
as fubjefts of fervitude. It may be further re- 
marked, that, in India, no perfon, even if takea 
in war, can become a flaVe to one of an inferion 
caft'. Thus, a Bramih can in no cafe become 
a flave. A fuperior Bramin may demand fcrvicet 
of another : a Bramin may demand fervice of a 
Sittri, the Sittri oFthe Biife, the Bife of the 
Sooder; but thefe are qualified and honourable 
fervices only, and not the fervice of flaves, which 
is peculiar to the caft Dofs, of the Sooder tribe. 

I might rely upon the concurrent teftimoniea 
which have been produced, both from facred and 
prophahe authors, in proof of my pofition, that 
flavery was ever a condition of human life ; but 
I cannot avoid obferving, in addition, that, on 
the difcovery of Mexico by ,the Spaniards, flavery 
was in ufe among them ; and that it was not only 
prifoners of war who were flaves. I* conceive 
this remark to be th- more pertinent, becaufe 
it flicwsthe difierence between civilized jeople 
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and fevagcs. The nation of Mexico, and the 
neighbourhood, had attained a much higher de- 
. gree of civilization than was known in Europe 
even in the fourteenth century, and poiTeiTed 
-flaves J whereas the favages, a very few degrees 
to the northward of them, had none, except their 
wives, who ftill, as heretofore, do all the labour, 
till the ground, grind the corn, make the bread, 
^arry all burthens, and perform all fuch offices as 
may be confidered fervile. It is alfo remarkable, 
^hat, among thofe nations where Mr. Clarkfon ac- 
knowledges the exiftence of flavery, the Hebrews, 
rGreeks, and Romans, they had no name whereby 
to exprefs a fervant, which did not fignify the 
condition of a flavej nor did they ever fpeak of 
perfons hired to dp any kind of labour, but by 
fuch term as cxprefled they were to be paid 
*for their work ; and, in this example, the word 
«iade ufe of, had not any reference to fhew, 
there was any degree of fervility in the nature of 
their labour. * 

Adieu, &C, 

* The name of a Slave in Hebrew, as has 'been before 

remarked, is i^jr, Oied, That of a Jifired fervant^ Is 

nsv, Shkir, In Greek the Slave is called ^ovXof ; a hired 

fervant^ i^aro;, or ^lo-dt^. In J^atin the Slave is /ers 

*pus ; the hired fervant^ mercenardus. 
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LETTER in. 


Jamaica, OAobcr> 12, 17M. 


EAR Sir. 


I HAVE, in my two former Letters, endea^ 
Tourcd to (hew the antiquity and univcrfalrty 
«of flavcry, antecedent to the Chriftian difpenfa- 
Jtion. But Mr. Clarkfon aflerts, " That however 
flavery had the concurrence of all nations^ 
which hiftory has recorded, and the repeated 
praftice of ages, from the remoteft antiquityj^ 
in its favour, EJay^ p* 2, yet, that Cbriftianity 
taught, that all men were -criginally equals that 
the Deity was no refpefter of perfons ; and 
that, as all men were to. giv€ an account of 
their aftions hereafter, it was neceiflary that 
they fhould be free,*' Efay, p. 38. « Thefe 
doftrines/' Mr. Clarkfon fays, " could not 
*' fail of having their proper influence on thofe 
" whojffr^ embraced Chriftianity, /;f^;» a eon-' 
*' viSlion of its truth.** 

Should tliis aflertion be true, I would at^once 
give up the matter in difpute : but as Mr. Clark- 
fon has been fo very uncandid, in his manner of 
laying before his readers the View, which he pro- 
mifcd them, of the Hiftory of Slavery, in the 
^^s before the eftablilhment of Chriftianity, I 
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may be permitted to doubt if he has been more 
faithful in the account he has given us of it fincc 
that period. 

We are to learn the do£trine of Chriftianity 
from its own pofiitive precepts, and from, the 
praftice of its firft and moft zealous profeffors, 
the apoftles, martyrs, and confeffors. In the firft 
place, let me afk Mr. Clarkfon, where there is to 
be found, in the New Teftament, a fingle pre- 
cept, or even a recommendation to any of the 
converts to Chriftianity, to give freedom to their 
flaves ? On the contrary, does not Our Saviour 
himfclf fpeak of the condition of lord and (lave 
without difapprobation ? Matth. 25. Luke 20 : 
jind in the former parable, he (hews the lord exe- 
cuting judgment on the unprofitable flave. So 
far are the apoftles even from being filent on the 
occafion, we find precepts and inftru3:ions given 
to flaves, repeatedly, to be obedient to their 
matters. They ar^ exhorted, not to affume upon 
themfelves, or to flacken their fervice, becaufe 
their matters are their brethren in Chrift, but 
rather to be more diligent than before their con- 
verfion. Eph. c. 5. v. 6. Col. c. 3. v. aa. i Tim. 
f. 6.v: I, 2, 3. 27/.r, 2.V, 9* When thefe paflages 
are compared with St. Paul's Ep. to Philemon, will 
not the comparifon fhew Mr. Clarkfon, and not 
his opponents, to have ftrained the paffage alluded 
|o in th^t epiftle ? Nor is there the Icaft reafon, 
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from any part of it, to fuppofe, that Oenefimus 
was not a flave when he returned, or was fent back» 

* 

to his matter by St. Paul. Is not the letter 
exprcfsly faid to be written from Rome by Oene- 
fimus^ a Jervant. Nay, more, the nature of his 
fervice is dcfcribed ; for tho', in the letter, he is 
called io)j\Qq^ a fervant or Jlave, yet, in the 
dircftion of the letter, it is faid to be fent by 
Oenefimus, oixarof, an boufe fervant. ' There is 
nothing in the fcripture to induce one to believe^ 
that Oenefimus was not kept by his matter as 
a flave after his return ; nor, that he was a mi- 
nifter of the gofpel : neither does it appear, that 
he might not have been a flave, and a minitter of 
the gofpel alfo*. Upon how very flight grotrnds, 
then, does Mr. Clarkfon venture to aflert, that he 
was joined in ^n ecclefiaftical commiflion to the 
ColoflTians with Tychicus ! It is true, the epiftle, 
fent by St. Paul to thofe members of the Chrittian 
church, is faid to be fent by, or entrufted to the care 
of, Tychicus and Oenefimus. The former is ftiled 
(chap. 4^ V. J.J z beloved brother, z faithful 

* The equality ampjig men^ ii) the fight of God, fo tRtn 
neflly recomn^ended by St. Paul, had nothing to do with 
their temporal flate; fo that when, in preaching to his dir« 
ciples, he told them, that;, in the fcheme of the gofpel, there 
ivas neither bond nor free ; that a h rmxvtvfjM xvfia txt^tXtv^i^iet ;. 
fpiritual freedom alone was meant. Compare 2 Cor. iii. 17^ 
^th vi. Eph. V. 9. Gal. chap. iv. Dcijt. ic, 17; sChron^ 
??> 7. Job 34, 19. Aftsio, 34, 

mnift'er, 
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mimfitr^ and a fellow fervaat, ia the Lord. Ofiw 
, «cfimus is only called (v. 9. J a faithful and belov- 
•cd brother. He was not then even a miniftcf : 
and fb far was he from being bifhop of Ephefus, 
the comrarv is evident from the addrefs of the 
fccond epiflJe to ^imotbj, which declares hina 
f Timothy J to have been the firft bifhop of Ephe- 
Jks : and this fecond epiftle was not written by 
St,. Paui to Timothy, until Paul had been carried 
fceforc Nsro the fecond time ; and Nero reigned 
168 years after tke Chriftian era*: fo that, fo f^r 
was Qenefinms fi-om having ever been bifliop of 
£phe(us^ it does not appear ihar he out-iiyed Ti* 
mothy* Indeed, I do not remember to have feea 
his name mentioned in any future part of the 
New Teftament. If Mr. Clarkfon had any 
proofs of thefe bold af&rtions of the fr^edonit 
or epifcopal funftions, of Oenefimus, or any ac- 
count of him, fave what appears in the epiftles 
iof St. Paul, he would have done well to have 
produced them, inftead of upbraiding '^ the Re^ 
iceivers with their ignorance of hiftorical fads:" 
for however highly he may efteem himfelf, people 
will not implicitly rely upon the bare aflertions of 
a young man for proof, cfpecially when the for- 
mer part of his Effay has given them fo much 
reafoa to fufpcft him of great want of accuracy, 
to fay the Icaft o^ it> As Mr. Clarkfon has not 
produced, ijor, I truflr, can produce, any exprefs 

command* 
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command, frgm Chr ift or his apoftlcs, which for^ 

bids Chriftiai^s to hold their brietbren in. Jlavery^ 

bur, on the contrary, the fcripturcs contain cx- 

prcfs precepts, dirc^ng flavcs how they fhould 

demean themfelvcs in obedience to their lords, 

their brethren in Chrift, let us fee if the pra&ice 

of the primitive Chriftians warrants Mr. Clark* 

ion's aflertiQni that it was the iofluence of the 

Chrifti^n religion which caufed the abolition of 

Jlavery ? Aware> as Mr. Clarkfon is, " that thf 

'^ Chriftian religion, among the raiany important 

*' precepts which it contains, doe&not furnifli u$ 

** with a fingle one for the abolition of flavcry^" 

he tells us,. " the reafqn is obviovs : flavery, at 

^* the time of the introduftion of the gofpel, was 

** univerfally prevalent ;. and if Chriftianity had 

*' abruptly declared that the millions of flave.^ 

*' fhould have been made free, who were then in 

*' the world, it would have been univerfally 

^ rejc£led, as containing doftrines that were 

'* dangerous, if not deftruftive, to focicty." it 

is rather a fturdy aflertion, on the part of Mr, 

Clarkfon, to declare, that fuch folifical motivei 

occafipncd the primitive Chriftiaijs to refrain from 

preaching againft a practice, which Mn Clarkfon 

has now ventured to pronounce ". the moft impious 

^' ever eftablilhed among men ; contrary to reafon, 

,^* jufticp, nature, the principles of law and go-* 

Vprnment^ 


^ vernmcitt, to. the whole doftrine, in fliort, of 

** natural religion, and the revealed will of God." 

Though it is not to be fuppofed any perfon 

• 

"Will fufFer themfelves, for a mortient, to be fe- 
<3uccd by fuch an argunnent, to imagine that the 
lioly apoftles, martyrs, and confeffors, who boldly 
preached againft the falfe religion of the nations 
^mongft whom they refided, and who braved 
death and torments, rather than offer facrifice to 
ifhe idols of the heathen. Would heGtate to preach 
againft every fpecies of impiety then prevalent in 
the world, under an idea^ that, to convert people 
to Chrirtianity, it was neceffary to indulge' them 
in a continuance of the mojf impioAs praSftces^. 
Yet, if fuch timidity, or time ferving compliance^ 
in the apoftles, could be allowed, or j uftified, fo 
far as to have pei'mitted them to. avoid a public 
reprobation of the henious crime of keeping tlieir 
fellow creatures in 'bondage, is it poflible to be- 
lieve, that they would have omitted direfting theif 
difciples and converts to have emancipated their 
flaves, inftead of exhorting, as they have cjone^ 
Xuch flaves to fliew the purity and excellence of 
the religion they profefled, by their exerting a 
greater degree of diligence in the difcharge of their 
Jervile duties, and fhewing themfelves more faith- 
ful and obedient to their matters, whether Chriftian 
or Pagan ? If even the cowardly and pitiful ex- 
• cuf€ of continuing to hold their brethren in flavery 

fg* 
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for fear of alarming the unconverted, and draw- 
ling on themfelves the wrath of the magiftrate, 
fliould be allowed, before Chriftianity- became tha 
prevailing religion of the empire, and protefted 
by the laws,, would fuch a political motive hav& 
been fuffered to prevail afterwards^ If flavcrjr 
was not, for fuch reafon, abruptly, to be declared 
unlawful, was it never to be declared fo, until 
the eighteenth century ?. and would it be poflible, 
that there fliould not remain a fii]gle inftance on 
rccorJ, of the primitive Chriftians having de- 
clared the holding people in flavery to be unlaw- 
ful ? or even of their having exprefled the leaft 
doubt concerning it ?* But, that we may not prefs 
too clofe upon Mr. Clarkfon, I will not infift 
upon the condufl: and precepts of Saint Paul> and 
the immediate fucccffors of Chrift and hisapoftles, 
but. wjU haften to the period above hinted atj^ 

« 

* Surely it might, in fome degree, avail our argament,:aat 
to the lawfulnefs of flav^ry, if we could only urge, that it is 
not forbidden, the apoille to the Romans having laid it down 
asapolitive maxim, that where no law is there is no tranf-^ 
greffion; Ep,UiheRom\ r . 4. o'.- 15. It is alfo worthy of 
obfervation, that it appears, from the very famous letter of 
"Bliny to Trajan, refpcdUng his proceedings againft the Chrifj* 
tians, that he had put two female ilaves to the torture, who 
were faid to adminifter in the religious fundtions of the Chrift 
tians. Thefe women are fuppofed to have held the office of 
dcaconefTes, in like manner as Phthe, mentioned hy St* Paul^ 
held a iimilar office in the church. of Qhtncnfa. 

whea 
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when the church became triumphant ; oWerving 
only, by the way, that it is well known, before 
Dioclefian was prevailed upon by Galcrius, to 
confent to the perfecution of the Chriftians, he 
favoured thenfi to a great degree ; and we learn 
from Lalfantriusy that the principal eunuchs of 
that emperor, with his other officers and their 
wives, their children, and their Jlaves, enjoyed 
the free exercife of the Chriftian religion j which 
is a proof of the Chriftian matters poffcfling flaves 
in the beginning of the fourth century. In the 
fourth century, when the civil authority gave its 
fandion to the Chriftian religion, during the 
r^ign of CGnftantine^ and his fucceflbrs, we learrt 
from jthe IndiliionSy that the cenfusy made to af- 
certain the proportion each individual was to pay 
of the tribute to the emperor, obliged every perfon 
to give an accurate account of the number o( his 
Jlaves^ among other particulars of his wealth. 
The Abbe Reynal^ indeed, by condemning the law 
of the emperor Conjlantine^ which, he affects, gave 
freedom to all flaves who fhould become Ghrif- 
tians, would induce one to believCj that he ima- 
gined there was fuch a law ; but, as I have not 
been able to difcover any fuch, and as that writer 
quotes no authority in fupport of his affertion, we 
furely arc not bound to rely on fo fallacious a tcf- 
timony. . Eufebius, in his life of Conftantiney 
fpeaks, indeed, of a law, made to reftrain the au- 
> • thority 
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iliority ufually cxcrcifed by Jews over their CRrip 
tian flaves, whi<ch may have led the Aibe into the 
miftake *. That gentleman's entertaining work 
abounds with fanciful affertions, which are by na 
means to be trufted : and as he docs not tell us^ 
from what author he receives the account he gives 
us of many particulars in the defcripcion of fevcral 
parts of the Eaft and Weft Indies, in which he 
has fuflfered himfelf to be impofed on, the blame 
lies at his own door. Mr. Clarkfon too, has 
thought proper to conceal the names of thofe 
perfons by whom he has been deceived, and in- 
duced to propagate a great many calumnies againft 
the Weft Indians, in regard to their treatment of 
flaves. He muft, therefore, be content to pafs 
for the inventor of fuch ftories, unlefs he gives up 
his informants to the fcorn and contempt they 
merit. But to proceed in the enquiry as to the 

* The forehead had afually been the part on which fugitiy;^ 
flaves were fligmatized with a red-hot iron. This pradice 
continued till the time of this^Emperor^ who interdi&ed thii 
branding on this face. After this decree the ftigma was re-> 
moved to the badge, which they wore as a punifhment for 
their elopement. The infcription on the collar fixed about 
their necks (and commonly of brafs) was to this efEcGt i^ 
'* Tene me quia Fugi 

£t rcvoca me f)omino meo^ « 

Bonifacio Linario. 
JnnoCbriJii HX.'*^ 

Bignmus dc Stau Ser<v^ 

\ <pondu£t 
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conduft of the Chriftians in the fourth centurp 
Towards the latter end of it> we learn, from the 
fourth volume of Jortin's remarks on ecclefiaftical 
hiftory, that Conftantinople was full of Chrlftian 
flavesj! who were continually engaged in religious 
controverfy. In the beginning of the fifth century, 
no lefs than forty-thoufand flaves, who were held 
in bondage by the Chrijiians of Rome, fought re- 
fuge in the camp of Alaric, the Goth. In the 
latter end of the fame century, the Catholic 
Chriftians were made flaves of by Genfcric, who 
was an Arian. 

After the converfion ofClovis, during his reign, 
and thofe of the kings of the Merovingian race, his 
fuCceffors *, " it is well known, the trades, the 
** arts of hufbandry, and even the hunting and 
** filhing for the fupply of the tables of the kings 
*' and nobles, were all excrcifed hy flaves. And 
" the death of Charlemaign, and the decay of his 
family, increafed the flavery of the plebeians, 
whatever profeflions of Chriftianity were then 
made by the lords. Under the Merovingian 
*^ kings, their fubjefts might alienate their per- 
•' fonal freedom J and it was then common for the 
" poor to feek to preferve their lives by that 
" facrifice; their example was frequently followed 
** by the feeble and devout, who fought pro- 

• Cbildtric^ the laft king of that race, reigned anno, y/^z^ 

y tcdlion^ 
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tedion, or falvation, by a fubmilfion to power- 
ful temporal or fpiritual lords. Such hafty and 
improvident fteps, fixed irrevocably the fate 
of themfelves, and their pofterity.** Notwith- 
Handing the yearly, and almoft daily, conver- 
fion of whole nations to the Chriftian religion, 
the laws and manners of all Europe, for five cen- 
turies, from Clovis, tended to promote the in- 
creafe, and confirm the duration, of perfonal 
flavcry. 

I have now given a view of the hiftory of flavery in 
as concife a manner as in my power, from the time 
of the firft preaching thegofpel,to nearly the period 
when Mr. Clarkfon has thought proper to aflign 
fo much efficacy and influence to the Chriftian re- 
ligion ; forgetting, I fuppofe, his having told us, 
(EJfay^ p. 29) " that this influence could not fail 
*' of having its efFcft on thofe vfhofrfi embraced 
^' Chriftianity, from a convidion of its truth *• 

Mr* 

• As a further proof how little efficacy the Chriftian reli- 
gion had' on the minds of its profeiTors, in this century, we 
refer the reader to the hiftory of the Celtes, by Chiniac, torn* 
4./. 59. where they will find the following paflage* 

*' A regard des Germains, d'un cote ils offroient a leur 
Odiftj les prifonniers qu'ils faifoient a la guerre. De 
I'autre, ils immoloient lears fropres efcla'Oes. Le dernier ufage 
a meme exi(le> jufque's dans le huitieme Siecle. C'eft- 
alors qu'on Voyoit des Chretiens vendre leurs e/claves aux 
barbares quoiqu'ils n^ignoraffent pas, que ceux-ci les 

'* achetoient pour les facrifier a leurs dieux.'* 

F ^ A£ 
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This confideration induced Mr. Clarkfori, I 
fuppofe, to Ihift the ground he firft flood upon, 
(the influence of Chriftianity on its firfi profef* 
fors) and dafti on through fo large a fpace of 
time as iioo years, to that era of folly, guilt, and 
fanatjcifm, the time of the Croifades " which pro- 
*' cured that general liberty, at laft^ which, at 
*' the clofe of the twelfth century* was confpicu- 
" ous in the w^ of Europe." Effay^p. 40. 

Before we enter upon the confideration, how 
hr the Croi/ades were the occafipn of emancipating 
a great number of flaves, and if fo, whether fuch 
emancipation was^ occafioned by religious mo- 
tives, it may not be improper to remark, that it 
appears from fcripture, the apoftles, and all the 
primitive Chriftians, expefted the end of the 
world, and the fecond coming of Our Lord, be- 
fore that generation was extinft ; and when the 
cxpedtation of the fpecdy appearance of Chrifl: 
ceafed, which was pretty generally prevalent even 
fo late as the third century, when the authority of 
Origin contributed to * bring it into difcredit, it 
was ftill fuppofed, the end of the world was only 
poftponed for one thoufand years; and it is 

the mailer was puriifhable. This coniHtation is entitled, De 
emendatione fervorum, and is well worth con ful ting with what 
Gothofred has colleded npon it. Lib. 9. Tit. Lex Unica. 
T. Taylor's Elements of Civil Law, Title Servitude, p. 435, 
et Se^. 

worthy 
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worthy obfervation, while this belief operated fa 
powerfully on the minds of the firft converts, as 
to induce ^' thofe, who had land and houfes, to 
fell them, and bring the price of the things 
that were fold, and lay them at the apoftles 
feet,'* yet we read of none of them either fell- 
ing or emancipating their flaves, which they cer- 
tainly would have done, had they confidered the 
holding them in bondage to be unlawful nor 
would the facrifice have been great, confidering 

r 

how very little value they were of about that 
time. * As religious motives had no influence on 
the profeflTors of Chriftianity, to liberate their 
flaves, during the three firfl: centuries of the 
churchy there could be very little hopes of fuch 
an event afterwards ; becaufe, from that time, 
the corruption of manners, which difgrace Chrif- 
tianity and its profeflTors, continued increafing in 
a mofl: fliameful degree. In the eafi, the diflfen- 
tions and quarrels among-therbifliops and doftors 
of the church, threw the fl:ate into confufion. 
In the wejti the clergy abandoned themfelves, 

* Plin, in Lucul, p, 580, tells us, that the value of a 
flave was fo low, as that, in LucuUks's camp, a flave fold 
for 4 Drachm^y about 3/, fterling. Ar^d the elder Pliny 
fpeaks of a freedman of Auguftut^ Claudius IJidoruSy who poi^ 
fefTed upwards of four thoufand flaves, notwithftanding h© 
had loft great numbers in the civil wars. Flin. Hijt, Na\ 
icxxdii, 10. Miurs, de Lux^ Rom, 

F ? without 


*•♦ 


[ 70 3 

without rcflxaint, to their paflions and their lulls. 
Luxury, gluttony, hunting, and military exer- 

. cifes, were indulged in, and purfued, without 
ihame or remorfe. Ignorance and fuperftition 
are almoft infeparable. As the alBigned period 
of the looo years drew near, (that is about the 
end of the 8th century,) an opinion prevailed, 
that the punifhment, threatened by the minifters 
of the Deity, to thofe who tranfgreflred his com- 
mands, might be prevented by liberal donations 
to God, , or his faints, or (which means the fame 
thing) to the church and clergy. In confequence 
of this opinion, thofe who, by violence, rapine, 
and every abominable crime, had amaffed great 
riches, parted with a confiderable fliare of them 
to the priefts, to procure forgivenefs of their de- 
linquency, and make an atonement for their ini- 
quities. The donations, upon this account, made 
to bilhops, churches, monafteries, &c. were not 
only of money, jewels, or fuch other riches as; 
every private citizen may have a right to enjoy or 
difpofe of at pleafure, but alfo whole provinces, ' 
cities, and caftles, with all rights and preroga- 
tives, and including the vaffals and flaves enjoyed 
by their former matters ; and the clergy always 
caufed one of the confiderations of thefe enormous 
grants to be exprefled to be pro falute animi^ pra 

^ amove Dei, or feme fuch valuable motive. It is 
not iqiprobable that political views might have 

had 
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had fome weight with Charlemagne/ and his 
fucceflbrs> to induce them to make fuch grants. 
They might perhaps have hoped and expeftedj^ 
that fuch (piritual feudatories might, put of grati- 
tude to their benefadors, be more inclined to 
obey and aflift them, than thofe temporal lords^ 
whofe cftates they had feized, and confifc^ted^ 
for former aAs of difloyalty or rebellion. As 
the riches of the church incrcafed, the ignorance 
and vicious conduft of the priefts increafed in 
proportion. If, in the ninth century, Alfred the 
Great had reafon to complain, " that, from the 
*' Humber to the Thames, there was not a prieft 
" whounderftood the liturgy in his mother tongue, 
'^ or who could tranflate the ealicft piece of La- 
*' tin \ and that, from the Thames to the fea, 
** theccclefiaftics were ftill more ignorant \* what 
Ihall we fay of the century next following, when 
it appears, from indifputable authorities, that they 
were funk into an ignorance the molt brutifh and 
barbarous.* The cofruption of the manners of 
the clergy was deplorable beyondall expreffion.f 
They were, for the greater parr, compofcd 
of a moft worthlefs fet of men ; (hamefully 
illiterate, ftupid, and ignorant, more cfpc- 
cially in religious matters; equally enflaved 
^' to fcnfuality and fuperftition ; and capable of 

F 4 " the 

*Du Boulay, Hift. Acad. Paris y t. I. f. 283. 
iliUd, Jnt. Muraioii Ant, ItaL Med. uE'vi. /. 3. ^. 83% 

/. 2. ^. 14.1* 
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^' the moft abominable and flagitious deeds/'* 
The infannous charafters of the pontifl^^ who filled 
the papal chair till the time o(Sylvefter the Secondy 
will too ftrongly prove the guilt and degeneracy 
of the clergy in that century, to render any fur- 
ther defcription of them neceflary, 

*^ The fears of purgatory, which the clergy 
^^ endeavoured to augment by their preaching, 
" and the apprehenfions of the day of judg-^ 
*^ ment, which the people cxpeded, . from what 
*' is faid in the 20th chapter of the Revelations^ 
*^ about the 1000 years being at an end, for which 
*' Satan was bound, who was then to be loofed for 
** a feafon, prior to the millennium y or Chrifl:'s thou* 
-*' fand years reign upon earth, increafed the ap- 
prehenfions of the people, who imagined St. 
John had clearly foretold, that, after a thou- 
•*^ fand years from the birth of Chrift, Sqtan was 
*^ to be let loofe fronri his prifon, Anttchrifi was 
^' to come, and the deftru6lion and conflagration 
'" of the world to follow thefe great and terrible 
•" events. Hence pi*odigioys numbers of people 
y abandoned ^U their civil connexions, and their 
'*^ parental relations ; and giving over to churches 
y and monafteries, all their lands, treafures, and 
*' /worldly efFefts, repaired, with the utmoft pre- 
*^^ cipitation, to Paleftine, where they imagined 
•^[ that Chrift would defcend from heaven to judge 

" the 
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*' the world. Others devoted themfelves, by a 
" iblemn ^nd. .voluntary oath, to the fcrvice of 
f* the churches, convents, and priefthood, wboje 
^* Jlaves they became^ in hopes the fupreme judge 
f* would diminifli the feverity of their fentehce^ 
f* jand; regard them with a more favourable and 
f' propitious eye, on account of their having dc- 
*' voted thcnifelves as the.flaves of his minifters/'* 
Will Mr. Clarkfon call fuch conduft religion ? 
Was this his Chriftian emancipation ? 
. " It was the latter end of this century, the idea of 
" the attack of the Mahomedan princes, who were 
'^ rm&ers of Pale/line, was firft conceived by pope 
" Sylvefter the Secondy who wrote a letter, in the 
" name of the church of Jerufakm} to the uni- 
*^ verfal Chriftian church; in which the Euro- 
" pean powers were ftrongly exhorted and in- 
^' treated, to fuccour and deliver the Chriftians 
** in Paleftine. It was not, indeed, untU the lat- 
*' ter end of the next century, that this plan was 

«* carried into execution.^f 

We now come to that period, when the de^ 
fcendants of the Jirji Chriftians, at the diftance of 
eleven hundred years, according to Mr. Clarkfon, 
" by engaging in the Croi/ades^ and hazarding 
** their lives and fortunes there, fhewed, at leaft, 
*' an attachment to that religion." EJfay^ p. 38. 

« This 

*MoJheMs Ec. Hifi* /. 419. 
fM /. 385. 
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This army," fays Mojheim, Ec. Hift.p. 441. 

(fpeaktng of the firft Croifade,) " was a motley 

•* aflcmblage of monks, proftitutes, artifts, la- 

^ bourers, lazy tradefmen, merchants, 'boys, 

** girls, JlaveSy malefaftors, and profligate de- 

*' baucheps, and principally conopofed of the 

^ loweft dregs of the multitude, who were ani* 

** mated folely by the profpe€l of fpoil and plun- 

** der. In the year 1096, 800,000 of thefe fa- 
•* n2^tic mifcrcants were led, in two divifions, into 

•* AJia. The firft, with the famous hermit Peter 

** at their head, in their march through Hungary 

^ and Thrace, committed the moft flagitious 

" crimes, which fo incenfed the inhabitants, that 

they rofe up in arms, and maflacred the greater 

part of them." Maimbourg Hijiaire des Croi- 

Jades; torn. i. liv. i. p. 57. etfeq. tells us, " that 

*' there <vas no kind ofinfolence, injuftice, im- 

** purity, barbarity, and violence, of which they 

•* were not guilty. Nothing, perhaps, in the 

" annals of hiftory, can equal the flagitious deeds 

** of this infernal rabble." 

Yet this era of vice, ignorance, fuperftition, 

and cruelty, is the time .fixed on by Mr. Clarkfon, 

in which, after it had been without efficacy for fo 

many centuries, the Chrijiian religion fo efFcftu- 

ally operated on its profelTors, as to make them 

manumit their flaves ; and he hazards this aflTertion, 

without having the flightefl: authority fo to do. 

Hiftorians 
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Hiftorians tell us, it was not till the latter end 
ef the I ath century, that people began to manumit 
their flaves j " nor was the jus vita et necis re- 
*' jftraincd until that time :" Robin. Hift. c^ii.v. !• 
p. 272 z " and even after fucK reftriftion. took 
*^ place, the life of a flave was deemed to be.of 
^^ fo very little value, that a very flight compen- 
^' fation atoned for taking it away. If mafters 
" had power over the lives of their flaves, it 
is evident no bounds would be fet to the rigour 
of the punifliments which they might infli£t 
upon them. The cruelty of thefe were, in 
many cafes, exceflive : flaves might be put to 
" the rack upon very flight pretences." The 
laws with refpcft to thefe points, are to be found 
in PotgieJfaruSy lib. 3. ch."]. 

. " They were not originally permitted to marry, 
^' Male and female flaves were allowed, and even 
encouraged, to cohabit together j but this union 
was not confidered as a marriage. It was called 
^^ contubernium; not nuptia^ or matrimonium.^* 
Potgiefs. lib. 2. cb. 2. % i. *^ When this con- 
*' junftion between flaves came to be confidered 
*' as. a lawful marriage', they were not permitted 
" to marry without the confent of their matter ; 
" and thofe who ventured to do fo, without ob-« 
** taining it, were puniflied with great feverity, 
*^ and fometimes were put to death." lb. § 12. 
i^ All the children of flaves were in the fame 

" condition 
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** condition with their parents.'* Thofe wlio are 
willing to convince thcmfclves of the deplorable 
ocmditkm of flaves among the Chriilians at this 
period^ I beg to refer to the celebrated hiftorian 
above-^naentioned^ and the authorities he quotas. 
We particularly learn, from him, alio, p. 277. 
that not flaves only were treated with rigour, 
but fuch was the fpirit of tyranny which pre- 
vailed among the great proprietors of land, 
and fo various were their opportunities of op-, 
prcffing thofe who were fettled on their eftates, 
that many freemen, in defpair, renounced their 
** liberty, and voluntarily furrendercd themfelves 
as flaves to their too powerful mafters. This 
they did in order that their mafters might be- 
•* come more iiYimediately interefted to afford 
•* them protection, together with the means of 
** fubfifting themfelves and their families. Such' 
*^ furrender was called obnoxiatio; and in the 
" forms of fuch a furrender, the reafon given for 
** it is, the wretched and indigent condition of 
*' the perfon who gives up his liberty. It was 
*^ ftill more common for freemen to furrender 
their liberty to bifhops or abbots, that they 
might partake of the fecurity which the vaffals 
** and flaves of the church enjoyed, in coiife- 
*^ quence of the fuperftitious veneration paid to 
** the faint under whofe immediate protedtion 
** they were fuppofedto be taken, Thcfe people 
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^^ were called oblati.'' Surely this would be i 
proof, if there was no other, that religion had 
very little to do in the beftowing liberty upoa 
flaves, when we find the bifhops^ churches, and 
monafleries, ftriving which (hould moft incrcafe 
the value and number of their eftates, their^^T?^/, 
and other riches ! At the time of the firft Croi- 
fade, and for a long time before, the people were 
fo alarmed with the idea of the world's approach- 
ing diffolution, (an idea which the clergy took care 
not to difcountenance,) that many of them made 
grants and oblations to the church, of !and«, 
flaves, and other pofleffions ; and, in many of 
thofe grants, they declare the reafon of their do- 
nations to be, '* appropinquante mundijine /' ^ op* 
** propinquante mundi terminoJ*' &c. and under 
thefe pretences, as well as other pious frauds, the 
churchmen accumulated immenfe eftates, and pro- 
digious numbers of flaves and vaflals within their 
pale. True it is, the cuftom pf enflaving pri- 
foners of war, is faid to have ceafed in the 131* 
century \ but furely, in an age fo vicious and ig- 
norant, it is reafonable to fuppofe any thing elfc 
to have occafioned it, rather than motives of re- 
ligion; efpecially as the vaflals of the nobles, 
both lay and ecclefiaftic, were held ia bondage 
as late as the Jixteehtb century : and the religious 
order of Malta ftill holds thofe unfortunate Ma- 
homcdans, who fall into their hands, in flavery, 

*' During 
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** During the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, 
♦^ the number of flaves in Europe, employed 
*'r their (kill in the fervice of their matters. An 
*^ abfoiute power of life and death was exercifcd 
*^ by the Gallic lords; and when they married 
*' their daughters,, trains of ufeful fervants, chain- 
•* ed to the waggons, to- prevent their efcapc, 
•* were fent as nuptial prefents, into diftant coun- 
•* tries." Gii. Rom. Hift. vol. 6. p 360. 

The greater part of the inferior people in France f 
were reduced to a ftate of flavery at the com- 
mencement of the third race of their kings* j and 
though from fuperftition, (not religion) Ibme peo- 
ple manumitted their flaves, and the confidera- 
tions^ of fuch grants appear to have been very 
commonly, ** pro remedio animay or pro redemp - 
*^ tione animai'\ thefe can only be confidered as 
proofs of the power which the clergy had over 
the illiterate laity. The perfon who gave a 
manufcript to a church, even if it was the work of 
a profane author, gave it *^ pro redemptions ani-^ 
•* «^^." Murat. V. 3. p. 836. 

Thefe arts of vicious and ignorant priefts, per- 
iuaded the timid and fuperftitious to enfranchife 
their flaves, pro Jalute animay and at the fame 
time to become themfelves the flaves of the 
church, and for the very fame reafon. Thus, 
while fome few were fet free, for religious confi- 

• Hugh Capet, thefirft king of the third race, reigned an, 987; 
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deration, we are told, that the ohiati, or volun-» 
tary flaves, of churches and raonafterics, from 
miftaken ideas of Chriftian duty, became extremely 
numerous. Thcfe cbJati confifted of three differ- 
ent fpeciesor claiTes. The firft fuch as put them- 
ielves, and their effcfts, under the protcftion of a 
particular church or monaflery, binding themfelves 
to defend its privileges and property againft every 
aggrcffor.- Robert. voL i.f. 325. Thefe were 
prompted to do fo, not merely by devotion, 
but in order to obtain that perfonal fecurity 
which arofe from the proteftion of the church* 
Thcfe were rather vaffals than flaves j for fome- 
times perfons even of noble birth, thought it 
prudent to procure the proteftion of the church 
in this manner. Du Cange^ voc. hiatus. voL 4. p^ 
126. voL 6, p. 477. Others agreed to pay atax^ 
or quit rent, from- their eftates, and perform be- 
fides, certain ftipulated fervices. The third, or 
laft clafs, were fuch as renounced their liberty, 
and became flaves in the ftrifteft fenfe of the word. 
Thefe were 'called minijierialesy who enjlaved thdr 
bodies (as fome of the charters have it) that tbey 
might produce the liberty of their fouls. Pot. defi. 
ferv. lib. i.cap. 1 §6. 7. 

How zealous the clergy were to encourage the 
opinion which led to this pra6tice, will -appear 
from a claufe in a charter, by which one gives 
himfelf up as a flave to a monaftry,— " Cum fit 
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^ omni carnali ingenuitatc gcncrofius extremum 
quod cumque dei fervitium, fcilicet, quod 
terrena nobilitas multos pteriimque vitiorum 
*^ fervos hcity /ervitus vera Cbrifti nobilcs vir- 
** tutibus reddit, nemo autem fani capitis virtu- 
'^ tibus vitia cpmparavcnt j claret pro certo, eum 
effc generofiorem, qui fe dei Jervitio praebuerit 
prbniorem^ quod, ego Ragnaldus intelligens, 
&€.*' Du Cange voc. oblatus ut/upra.*'^ Another 
lays i " Eligens magis effe fervus deiy quam li- 
*^ bertus faeculi, firmiter credens et fciens, quod 
*^ Jervire deoy regnare eft fummaque ihgenuitas 
** fit in qua fervitus comparabatur Chriftiy &c/' 
Can ftronger proofs than thefe be required, that 
neither the precepts or the pra6lice of the Chriftian 
church, pronmoted the manumiffion or enfran- 
chifement of flaves ? For though I do not pre- 
tend that, while the feudal fyftcm was preferved 
in its vigour, the enfranchifement of flaves was 
frequent,, but, on the contrary, that laws were 
made to fet bounds to its being fo, as prejudicial 
to fociety, yet I infift that very different confider- 
ations than thofe arifing from principles, of reli- 
gion, were afterwards the caufes of fetting flaves 
at liberty. • The true bufinefe and profeffed end 
of Chriftianity were, to releafe from fpiritual 
flavery, thofe who were under the dominion and 
tyranny of fin j and to teach them, *' in ' what- 

m 

** ever fiat e or condition tbey were, therewith 1 9 be 
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^^ content.** It would have been extraordinary in- 
deed, if it had oppofcd peoples giving up their 
temporal liberty, when, as we have before Ihewn, 
thefe people found it neceffary, for their fufcenance 
and protection, that they ihould do fo. It is not 
to be wondered at, that, at the time when peo« 
plc^ thought fuch a conduft neceffary, many 
fliould be found, who, fo far from confidering 
temporal liberty as a blelling, aAually refufed to 
he niade free. Thus, we are told, that when 
Louis the Tenth, of France, iffued the famous 
ordinance for the manumiflion of his flaves, many 
of them refufed to accept the liberty which was 
offered. If it had been required by the Chriftian 
religion, that the profeffors of it (hould fet free 
their flaves, how comes it that we do not find one 
perfon of piety recommend it as a general prac- 
tice? The faft really is, that though th^re are 
many political reafons, why dates and princes 
ihould oppofe, asmuch aspoffible, the flavery of 
one part of their fubjcfts to another, religion has 
nothing to do with the queftion. If abfolute 
flavery (by which is to be underftood the power 
of the matter over the life of his flave) fubfifts in 
any country, it muft be in the power of great and 
powerful men, even to levy war againft their 
prince, or oppofe the executive authority of the 
community ; and therefore, by degrees, vaffallage 
and flavery have difappearcd in mofl: of the more 
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poliflicd parts af Europe; more perfectly in fome, 
than in other kingdoms. Enfranchifement of 
villains feems to have been complete in England 
about the middle of Queen Elizabeth's reign-— 
the laft charters of that kind^ which I have heard 
of, bear date in 1574. The abolition of the he- 
reditary jurifdi&ions in Scotland took place but 
very lately; and the emancipation of thofe people, 
who were bound to work in the mines and falt- 
works of that country^ only a few years fince# 
Will any pcrfon pretend to fay, that any of thefe 
latter ads arofe from motives of religion ? Vaf- 
fallage ftill fubfifts in many parts of France and 
Germany, and in Ruffia, Poland, Hungary, and 
Dalmatia. In many other parts of Europe, it 
exills in all its rigour. In feveral of thefe places, 
the common people are as ftrifitly flaves, as they 
were formerly in thofe countries where the feve- 
rity of the feudal fyftem has been iince foftened 
and relaxed ; for it is not yet entirely aboliflied 
in any part of Europe — no, not even in England; 
witnefs the courts haron^ courts ku (Uts^ de jiffiice)^ 
jinesy heriofSy reliefs^ quit rents^ &c. I do not, there- 
fore, think I hazard much, in faying, thaf, fo 
for was the Chriftian rcligion. from tending to 
abolilh flavery, that the arts and capacity of the 
priefts occafioned many more perfons to.be en- 
flaved, than were fet free from motives of con- 
scientious piety I which latter could hava very 
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little influence, indeed, in the dark and ignorant 
ages preceding the Reformation, when many 
dignified clergymen could not repeat their bre^ 
ifiarks. Even fa late as the fifteenth century, it i* 
faid, that, when a Prince oi Anhalt wa» confe- 
crated ArchbiAop of MagMurgh, he could not 
rehearfe the Lord's Prayer in his native Ian-* 
guage. 

Although I fo pofitively deny, that the Chrif-. 
tian reSgioft VV2LS the cauji of the enfranch femenr 
of flaves^, at the time of the Croifades; yet I muft! 
allow, it was, in fome meafure, the confequence of 
thofe paroxyfms of folly and madnefs, with whicht 
Europe was afflifted, from time to time, for up^ 
wards of two hundred and fifty years. The voya- 
ges and travels of fo many Princes- and Nobles to 
Greece and Afia, where there ftill remained fuch 
traces of ancient arts, fciences, and magnificence, 
could not fail to haVe confiderable influence on the 
manners of the barbarous people of the northern 
parts of Europe, and contribute to their civili* 
zation. 

If any of the great feudal Chiefs, who led 
their followers to Pakftine^ were induced to eman- 
cipate their flaves from motives of religion, a- 
man of candour would be more apt to impute 
fuch conduct to the influence of the Mahommedan 
than the Chrifl:ian religion. We have fought, in 
vain, for any precept, or even recommendation, 
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in the latter, to direft or animate the Chriftiai* 
thereto; but it is well known to be the conftant 
pradice of Mujfulmen to reward with liberty all 
flaves taken from ChrtftianSy who will embrace 
the religion of their Prophet, 

The fignal afts of generofity and hcroifm which 
were difcovered in Saladin^ and many of the Ma- 
hommedan Chiefs, could not but aftoniih fuch 
of the Croffaden as poffeffed any innate greatnefs 
of mind. They could not travel through fo ma- 
ny countries, better cultivated and more civilized 
than their own, wherein there were fo many 
ufeful manufaftures, fuch advances towards 
wealth and refinement, without having their 
views enlarged, without wilhing for fimilar en- 
joyments on their return to their refpedlive 
homes, nor without reflefting, with regret, on 
the abfencc of thofe conveniencies, an4 thofe 
elegant" amufements, which were not then at- 
tainable, except in the countries they had left. 
It was not long afterwards, in confequcnce of 
the emulation amongft thofe Princes and Gom- 
manders who had vifited Paleftine, and the know- 
ledge they had gained there, that the firft dawn- 
ings of fplendour and magnificence began to ap- 
pear in the^ Courts of Europe, and which have 
gradually increafed until the prefent period. 

One cfFedt of thefe ftrange fanatic emigrations, 
and which occaiioned the enfranchifement of a 
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multitude of villains, and even of whole com- 
munities, was the enormous expence of fuch 
voyages, by which many * of the gentlemen 
who affumed the Crofs were abfolutely ruined. 
Many of thofe of the mod fuperior condition, 
in order to raife money, difpofed of their poffef- 
fions for a fmall part of their value. Such of 
their vaffals, who, by their induftry, had pof- 
fefled themfelves of money, or who had intereft 
enough to procure it, not only purchafed their 
freedom, but, perhaps, the fmall farms on which 
they were fettled. Princes and Nobles parcelled 
out and gave up their territories to communities, 
who could advance them, from time to time, 
fmall fums of money. Such of their vaffals who 
would take upon them the Crofsy (and many of 
them, on account of the fevere exaftions of their 
Lords, had no other refource,) were immediate- 
ly received under the protedtion of the Church ; 
and the heavieft anathemas were denounced 
^gainft any who Ihould dare oppofe thofe who 
devoted themfelves to fuch fenfelefs expeditions. 
The riches which the commercial cities of Italy 
acquired, who furnifhed thefe immenfe armies 
with provifions and other neceffaries, enabled 
them to increafe thofe immunities which they 
had before obtained j and numberlefs were the 
cities, towns, and burghs, in other parts of Eu^ 
rope, which obtained frorn their Kings, Princes, 
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and fupcrior Lords, immunities and franchifes, 
which they were foon in a condition to augment. 
Many communities, enriched by commerce, were 
^blc to purchafe charters of cnfranchifement, by 
which every mark of fcryitude, Was abolifhed j 
and the perfon$ refident in fuch communities 
obtained the title of Burghers^ or Freetnen^ and 
were governed by magiftrates qf theijir own elec- 
tion^ as we fee them throughout £.urope at this 
day. 

The poverty of the great Captains, who re-: 
turned from tlicfe diftant expeditions, awd theii? 
jrclifli for the luxuries, with which, before their 
-travels, they had been unacquainted, made thern 
grafp at every means of obtaining money, or the 
incahs of acquiring therp. Many private perfonS, 
and even (lives, profited from this ne\y tafte; 
but the churches, convents, and monafteries were 
the mofl: confiderable gainers upon thefe occa- 
lions. Immenfe were the eftates^ honours, and 
iBtnors, with all the yaffals belonging to them, 
lyhich they obtained. But we fliall fearch in 
vain for any charters of cnfranchifement, given 
by any of thefe religious communities, to their 
numerous yaflals : The difcreet Ecclefiaftics, on 
the contrary, kept them in fubjeftion until near-: 
ly the time of Henry the Eighth. — Adieu, 
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LETTER IV. 

Oftober totb, i7tt. 

Dear^Sir, 

My former letters contain a view of the hif- 
tory of flavery, until a period rather later 
than the time of the Pmtuguefe difcoveries j and 
I truft I have Ihewn, that Jlcpuery was not then 
entirely abolilhed in any part of Europe, and 
that it ftill exifts in the north^eaftern parts of 
that quarter of the globe, as well as over all 
Alia and Africa : conlequently the Poriuguefe are 
not guilty of the impiety charged upon them by 
Mr. Clarkfon for reviving it, zndfirft carrying the 
Africam into flavery. But, before we proceed 
in our examination into the conduft of the For^ 
tuguefcy and other nations concerned in the com- 
merce of flaves, on the coaft of Africa, and in 
America, may we not be allowed to expoftulate 
a little with Mr. Clarkfon, ip the following man* 
ner ? — Do you conceive, Sir, any individual, 
however highly honoured or diftinguiflxed, what- 
ever knowledge or abilities he may poflefs, can 
poffibly be juftified in venturing to condemn, as 
impious, cuftoms and ufages which have bad the 
concurrence of people of all nations, and of all 
reU^ipns, throughout the world^ from the re- 

G 4 moteft 


/ 


- C «8 1 

motcft antiquity ? Nay, even if there was not 
fuch univerfal teftimony in favour of the prac- 
tice of flavery, can it be thought confiftent with 
the modefty of a young ftudent in an univerfity, 
a candidate for holy oiders, to fet up his own , 
private opinion, in a matter of fuch high im- 
portance, fo confiderable a branch of the nation- 
al commerce, as that with Africa certainly is,, in 
oppofition to the judgment of the whole nation, 
who have heretofore thought the interruption of 
that trade, by any of the neighbouring Euro- 
pean powers fufficient to authorize the entering 
into a war * for its maintenance and fupport — a 
commerce which not only the Commons of Gr^^/ 
Britain^ but the united voice of the King, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Reprefenta- 
tives of the People, has repeatedly declared to 
be oi great national benefit ? If you, Mr. Clark- 
fon, can think yourfelf of confequence fufficient 
to oppofe your private jydgmcnt to that of the 
united wifdom of the nation, is it confiftent with 
the flighteft degree of decency, that, in allufion 
to the name given the mifcreants who receive the 
goods ftolen by pickpockets, houfebrcakers, 
highwaymen, and other robbers, you fhould 
venture to call the gentlemen who pyrchafc ^le- 
groes in the Weft Indies (under the fan&ion of 
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BritUh a&s of parliament) by the odious name 
of Receivers-^fovgtttxngy fure, that among fuch 
purchafers are my Lords the Archbilhops, Bi-r 
ihops^ Noblemen, and Gentlemen, who are mem- 
bers of the Society for Propagating the Gofpel 
in Foreign Parts ? But, Sir ! how will you, as 
a Chriftian, as a Minifter of the Gofpel^ apolo- 
gize to thofe perfops you have dared to call exe^ 
crabU men (EJJay, p, i54,)-^to the Legiflaturc, 
which has fpent (you hy fquandered azvay) 30o,oooU 
within twenty years, " in profecution of an m^ 
^* pious cemmerce^ where one hundred thoufand men 
^^ muft perilh, before one ufeful individual can 
<* be obtained-^a commerce, which occafions the 
♦' groans of one hundred thoufand men, annually 
^^ murdered^ to afcend the celeftial manfions, and 
<^ bring down that punifliment which fuch enor- 
^« mities defcrve V (EJfay, p. 252.) Rafli an4 
arrogant young man ! how have you the confix* 
dence to attribute the hurricanes and tempefts in 
the Weft Indies to the anger of God againft the 
inhabitants of thofe iflands, for poffeffing flaves ; 
a practice you prefume to anathematize, al- 
though you do not produce a fingle command 
of God by which it is forbidden, and although 
fuch pradlice is fanftified by the concurrent 
pfage and approbation of the Patriarchs, Pro- 
j>bets^ Apoftles, j^nd Fathers ? 

But, 
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But, to proceed on the enquiry into the charge 
againft the Portuguefi^ and the other nations of 
Europe, who, imitating their example, have en« 
gaged in the African commerce, or (in the words 
. of our Effayift) in the commerce of the human fpecies 
— If it fliall appear, that the Portuguefe did no 
more than divert the courfe of the commerce of 
flaves from the eajlern to the wefiern coaft of Afru 
ca — if it (hall be probable (at leaft), if not evi- 
dent, ,that Mr. Clarkfon could not be ignorant 
of this fa& — if it fliall likewife be indifputably 
true, that Mr. Clarkfon muft have known that 
^/j account of the manner of carrying pn the 
Have trade upon the coaft of Africa is not con- 
fiftent with fad, and that very different accounts 
are given of that traffic, in the very books from 
which he himfelf tells us he colledted his infor- 
mation upon the fubjed — if it fliall appear, that 
his aflertions, refpedting the treatment of Haves 
in the Britifli colonies, are ill founded^ and that 
it is even impoffible that ^* the fafts he has re* 
"•^ lated can be compiled from the dtfinterejied ac- 
*' counts oi gentlemen both in the naval and mill- 
•' tary departments, and others^ who have been 
*^ long acquainted with America and the Weft 
** Indies, all of whom,'' he tells us (in the pre- 
face to his E[fayy p. xxiv.) " have coincided in 
*^ the minuteft manner in their defcriptions"— 
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what Will the world think of this Mr. Clarkfon, 
^nd of the motives of his conduft ? 

If th^ accounts given by gentlemen beft ac- 
quainted with the colonies, if thofe tranfmitted 
by his Majcfty's Governors, if the laws by which 
the flaves in the Weft Indies arc governed, all 
which are to be feen in the Plantation Office at 
Whitehall, are to be depended on, we truft it 
will appear, that the Negroes in the Britilh fu* 
gar colonies are tteated with as much humanity 
?< as ever flaves were in Athens^ and that the 
^* condition of fuch flaves is preferable to that 
^' of ^fr-ee citizen in moft other countries." 

What has beep faid before, we are inclined to 
believe, will fatisfy moft impartial perfons, that, 
in very remote ages, numbers of Negro flaves 
have been furniflied from the interior parts of 
Africa, and from its eaftern coafts, to Egypt, 
Anatolia, Perfia, and India, and even as far as 
China. Mr. Clarkfon himfelf fpeaks of a colo- 
py of Negroes fettled at Colchis, " part,*' fays 
be, ^^ of the Ethiopian army under SeJqftrisJ'* I 
conceived, from the authority of Herodotus, 
whom Mr. Clarkfon quotes, that Sefoftris led an 
Egyptian army into India, and therefore I was 
induced to conclude this detachment of Ethio-» 
pians fettled at Colchis was a part of thofe 
people, fubdued and enflaved by him j it hav- 
ing been common, in ancient times, for the con- 
querors 
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qucrors to remove the inhabitants of the con- 
quered countries into the more diftant parts of 
their dominions, as is evident from the treat- 
ment of^the Jews by their refpeftive conquerors. 

Although our knowledge of the commerce 
and cuftoms of the interior inhabitants of Africa, 
prior to the time of the Portuguefe difcoveries, is 
not very extenfive, yet we learn, from the travels 
of two Mahommedan merchants in the ninth cen- 
tpry, that a trade had been long carried on be-» 
twcen Arabia, India, and China; which fuffi- 
ciently Ihews, that the Negroes found in that 
part of the world were carried there from .the 
pattern coafl: of Africa. In the travels of £enja^ 
win de Tudela, in the twelfth century, he fpeaks 
of a country of Ethiopia czWcd Jfvan, twenty 
days journey through the Deferts of Sabi, on the 
river Pifon, whofe inhabitants are fubjeft to the 
flmperor of Abyffinia. ^* When the people of 
<* Abyffinia make their expeditions into thefe 
** parts, for the fake of plunder, and what they 
*' can carry away, they conftanily take with 
*^ them bread, rice, dried raifins, and figs. Thefe 
** they throw in large quantities among the half 
*f famiihed blacks, whom, while they fcramble 
^^ for them like dogs, they feize and carry away 
^^ prifoners, and fell them in Egypt, and other 

countries. Thefe are the Negroes, pr black 
*< flaves, the pofterity of Ham.** Such is the 

account 
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account of Benjamin de Tudeky (Har. Fay. voL u 
;>. 852O 

The acquaintance we have fince had with thefc 
people ihews us^ that they are not quite fo brut* 
iih and ignorant as that author reprefents them ; 
yet his account is a fufficient proofs that the car- 
rying away, and felling them, from the eaftern 
coaft, and the interior parts of Africa^ was prac- 
tifed long before the Portuguefe difcoveries. 

The authors of the Univerfal Hiftory *, in their 
account of Egypt, mention the great decay of 
the commerce of that country, occafioned by 
the difcovery of the paffage to India by the Cape 
of Good Hope ; but they fpe^k of the ancient 
trade ftill exifting, carried on at Rofetta, and 
between that place and Conflantinople, and Sa- 
latia in Anatolia, confiding of white and black 
Jlaues^ of both fexes, which are yearly fold or 
exchanged in prodigious numbers ; the former 
of which are brought to Egypt from thofe two 
cities, and the latter fent from thence to them. 
— the greater part of the latter which are 
fcen, whether males or females, not only in the 
Seraglio, or in the city or fuburbs of Conftanti- 
nople, but alfo in all Turkey, being conveyed 
thither from Egypt. Another branch of their 
former traffic is preferved, viz. that with Abyf- 

finia 

• Mod. Unir, Hift. roKxir. p. 23 3^ 
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finia and NoWa, which trade with Egypt by 
means of caravans 5 there being fcarcely a year 
in which one or two of thefe caravans do not ar- 
rive at the metropolis of that country, laden frona 
thefe parts, not only with gold duft *, mufk, 
amber, and variety of rich gums, but fomc 
thoufands of kkckjlaves, whkh are fold in Egypt 
(one with another) for between eighty and one 
hundred crowns. 

The feme authors -f-, in fpeaking of the mo- 
dern hiftory oi Moracca, inform us, that they 
fend large* caravans to Guinea, confiftmg of ma- 
ny thousand camels, on which they carry fait, 
cowries, wooHen and filk manufadtures, oil, &c, 
which they exchange with the Negroes for gold 
duft, ivory, oftrich feathers, and Negro Jlaves. 

The fame commerce is carried on from Tri- 
poli, and the other States of Batbary, as ap^ 
pears from the remarks' of Monf. de Brue^ vsfhefe 
voyages and travels along the weftem coaff of 
Africa are contained in Afilefs ColleRioity (vol. iu 

^74. 75-) 

The 

* Savary, in hit Letters on Egypt (vol. i, p to^.), ftysy ^ TKp 
** feqtiins coined at Cairo are made of the gold dtift fupptied by th4 
" caravan of Abyijinia, which, the Mafter of the Mint there affurcd* 
**' him* airaaally broughr mora than i66,666l. Sterling." 

+ Vol, xviii. p. lox. . 
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The foregoing obfervations are irrefragable 
proofs, that the trade from the interior parts of 
Africa, and the eaftern coaft, was carried on long 
before the tinie of the Portuguefe difcoveries ; 
and thefe proofs being contained in the yery book 
Mr. Clarkfon has quoted, he could not be igno- 
rant of it; and therefore he muft have known, 
that the Portuguefe, in confequence of their dif- 
coveries, only diverted the courfe of this traf- 
fic to the fduth-weft parts of Africa ; or rather 
Opened new markets for the commerce of the 
fame commodities, amrong which Jlaves were a 
principle article, to the great advantage of the 
free inhabitants of thofe parts of that conti* 
nent. 

The next branch of the taik I have underta- 
ken is,^ to ihew, that Mr. Clarkfon could not be 
igr>orant, that the account he has given, of the 
trade carried on by the European nations on the 
African coaft, is not conformable to the truth . 
This will be evinced, not only from the very au - 
thors he has qvioted, but from his own account ; 
the inconfiftency of which will entitk us to ap- 
ply to him that maxim of law, which fays, ^M/- 
** legans eontraria non audiendus ejl.^* But, before I 
enter upon the proofs of this particular, it may 
not be improper to remark upon fome other 
parts of Mr. Clarkfon's affertions. He fays -j-, 

*' That 

t Effay, p. 56* 
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" That mankind were originally free^ and pof- 
*^ fefled an equal right to the foil and produce of 
*' the earth ;" and, for the proof of this, he re- 
fers us to the Divine Writings, to the Golden 
Age of the poets, &c. Aflertions are eafily 
made ; but we Ihould have been thankful to Mr* 
Clarkfon if he had condefcended to have given 
us proofs. Surely the contrary appears from 
Scripture ! Had not Noah claimed a fuperiority 
over his children, he would not have had a right 
to pafs fo fevere a fentence upon Ham and his 
defcendants; and had not the Almighty ap- 
proved of that claim, he would not have permit- 
ted fuch fentence to have bad its effeft, I defy 
Mr* Clarkfon to (hew from Scripture any traces of 
that equality among mankind, of which he afFeds 
to boaft. 

As to his other authority, the poetical defcrip- 
tion of the Golden Age^ it is much at his fervice — 
VaUai quantum^ valere potejl. " The ftate of diffo- 
" elation and independence, which is alone re- 
*^ concileable to the defcription of all early wri- 
<< ters V' is fuch a ftate of favage uncultivated 
nature, that we have not the leaft doubt Mr. 
Clarkfon would prefer the pooreft Welch cura- 
cy to all the advantages he could poflibly find 
iniCf 

Not- 

• E%, Pi 57. 
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Notwitbftahding the elegance of his yerfe, 
what do^s the; defcription by Ovid -fj of this 
boafted date of dijfociation and independence of. 
mankind, in. the Golden' Jge, ataount to, but that 
they lived without government or laws, without 
labour, and without the knowledge of anyof the 
arts of fociety> upon the fpdntaneo'us produc- 
tions of the earth, fuch as the maft of the oak, 

beeeh> 

f Aur)fa prima fata eft aebs, qus vindice nullo 
Sponte fua fine lege fidem re£lumque colebat. 
Pxnai metufque aberant : Nee verba niinacia futo 
^re legebanrtur ; nee fupplex turba tittebaoc 
Judicis ora fui ; fed erant fine vindice tuti. 
^ondum caefa fuis, peitgfihum tit viferet orbein^ 
Montibut^ in liquidas Pinus dcfcendcrat undas ^ . ^ 

Nullaque mortales^ praeter fiia littora, norantk 
Nondum prscipites cingebant oppida foflae : 
iton tuba dire£li> non asris cornua ^ezi^ 
Non Galeae, non enfis, erant. Sine miiiti$ Ufu^ 
MoUia fecurse peragebant otia gentet. 

Jpfa quoque immunis raftroque inta£ta^ nee uliit 
6aucia vomeribusi per fe dabdt omnia tellus : 
Contentique tibis, nullo cbgente creatis, i 

Arbutco8;fcetus> montanaque fraga legebanc 
Comaque, etin duris hserentia mora rubctis, 
£t quae deciderant patula Jovis arbore glandes. 
Vir erat etenium, ptacidique tiepentibus auria 
Mulcebant 2ephyri natos fine femine florei. 
Mox etiam fruges tellus ioarata ferebat : 
Nee reoovatuj) ager gravidis canebat ariHia 
Flumina jam la^is, jam flumina ne£(ari9 ibane t 
FlavaqXie 3e viridi ftillabant iliee mella*. 
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beech 9 and other trees ; that they fometimes re- 
galed upon draw-berries and black-berries ; and 
perhaps^ now and then^ were lucky enough to 
find an honeycomb in a hollow tree^ which we 
may naturally imagine was a luxury^ for which 
they would bite and fcratch one another. And 
indeed^ as they had no diftin^tion of property^ 
and probably there were, in a plentiful year, ai 
many acorns as they could all eat^ there feems 
fcarcely any other caufe of quarrel among them, 
unlefs they ihould happen^ now and then, to 
fight about their females. As to the iter*udjpring^ 
and t\i^ rivers of milk and ne8ar^ we imagine Mr. 
Clarkfon does not fuppofe the weather was bet- 
ter^ or thofe rivers more frequent^ than at pre- 
fent ; £3 that, whether they had them in plenty^ 
or none at all^ they could be no reafonable fub- 
jcfts of difpute. 

That men may, from vice, from accident, or 
misfortune, have degenerated into favages, is 
probable ; but that they could have been formed 
fo, or have been placed in fo miferable a«id help- 
lefs a fituation, by their Creator, requires the 
credulity of an infidel to fuppofe : and^ as Mr. Clark- 
fon has now taken holy orders, and cooiequently 
declared his belief in the Scriptures, we may 
reafonably hope he will prefer the hiftory given 
by them of the origin of mankind and fociety, (o 

that 
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rfiat of tht early writers upon thofe fubjefts to 
ivhom he alludes. 

If Mr. Clarkfon ihould now believe the Scrip^ 
fures to be the wordofGod, he may perhaps con- 
iider Dean Paley's fuppofition not (o very aifurd ^ , 
*« That no focial compaft ever was made in fad, 
•* and that it is to fuppofe it poffible to call fa- 
** vagcs out of caves and deferts, to deliberate 
*^ upon topics which the experience and ftudie$ 
** and the refinement of civil life alone fuggcft ; 
** therefore no government in the univerfe be- 
*^ gan from this original 'f'." If this conclufion 
of Mr. Paley, or if the Scriptures, be true, Mr. 
Clarkfon, perhaps, will appear not to have been 
very exadt, ^* in tracing the fituation of man, 
** from unbounded liberty to fubordination J/* 
which was not the thing he promifed us ^ for that 
was, to give us a concife view of the hiftory of 
flavery : and we believe, that, " in carrying his 
** enquiries further, and confidering who firft 
" obtained the pre-eminence in the primaval 
" focicties he fpeaks of, and by what methods 
^* it was obtained," he will not be more happy 
in explaining the fituation of the natives of Afri- 
ca in their own country, nor the manner in 

which 

* Fifay, p. 66. 

+ Moral Phil. c. iii, p. 4x5. 

J EiTay, p. 61, 
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which the flave trade is carried on upon their 

coaft. ' . 

Tere du Halde, in the Preface to his Diflerta- 
tion on the Hiftory of China, makes the follow- 
ing obfervation : — ^ 

*^ Quand le coeur fe laifle une fois pre-occuper 
^« d'une paffion, Tefprlt eft tout difpofe a adop- 
^^ ter les fables les plus ridicules, e?t a donner 
*' un air de verite a tout ce que eft capable de 
^^ decrier des perfonnes qu'on n*aime point, et 
*' qu'on a fait une- merite de ne point aimer.'' 
This defcription appears to be exaftly^ fuited to 
Mr, Clarkfon, who feems eager to abufe every 
perfon concerned either in the flave trade, or in 
the purchafe or pofleffion of flayes ; and, in his 
zeal againft thefe people, he cares not how dif^ 
ferent one part of his ftory of their condudt is 
from another. He tells us, that the Africans, 
who are made flaves, copfift, frfi, of thofe who 
are feized by the authority of their Prince ; fe- 
condly^ thofe who are privately kidnapped by indi- 
viduals; thirdly^ convifts, who* (the fellers af- 
fert) have been found guilty of oflences, and- that 
the punifhment is juft j ^nd^ fourthly, prifoners of 
war. With refpeft to thefe laft, he tells us, 
*' That the African Princes, corrupted by the 
*^ merchants of Europe, feek every opportunity 
** of quarrelling with one another ; every fpark 
*' is blown intaa flame, and war is ifndertaken 

" from 
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'• from no other conjideration than that of procuring 
*^ fiavei : while the Europeans, on the other 
<' hand, happy in the quarrels which they have 
^* thus excited, fupply them with arms and am* 
*^ munition, for the accomplifliment of their hor- 
rid purpofe. Thus has Africa, for the fpace of 
two hundred years, been the fcene of moft ini- 
** quitous* and bloody wars ; and thus have thou- 
" fands of men, in the moft iniquitous manner, 
" been fent into fervitude." In the very next 
page, Mr. Clarkfon dpes not hefitate to introduce 
us to one of his friendly correfpondents, whofe 
name he (as ufual) conceals, who informs us, 
that not one in a hundred of the flaves imported in- 
to the European colonics are either ro»v/£?j or 
prifoners of te;ijr.-r-.Thus, after having told us, 
that wars are undertaken, at the inftigation of 
the European merchants, for the file purpofe of 
taking prifoners, to fell them to thefe impious 
traders, he fliews us, that their conduft, in that 
refpeft, is as weak as it is wicked ; and that thefe 
wars in no degree anfwer the purpofe for which 
they are continually exciting them. The next 
charge is, that the perfons privately kidnapped 
by individuals, and thofe feized by the authority 
of the Prince, compofe nine tenths of all the Afri- 
can flaves ; which amount, he fays, upon a mo^ 
derate computation (according to the text), to 
ninety thoufand, but (according to the note) he 
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makes the whole amount, annually exported, me 
hundred thou/and. " This/' fays he, •* is an im- 
" menfe number, but eafily credited, "when we 
*« rcfled, that thoufands are employed for the 
*^ purpofe of ftealing the unwary, and that tbcfc 
** diabolical pra(Jlices arc in force, fo far has Eu- 
*^ ropean injuftice been fpread, at the diftanceof 
" a thoufand miles from the fadories on the 
" coaft.*^ Can any man of common fcnfe attend 
to thefe different. accounts, and not fee the im- 
probability, the folly, and the abfurdity of them? 
After endeavouring to roufe the indignation of 
his readers againft the merchants trading to Afri- 
ca, by reprefenting them as exciting the Princes 
of that country to engage in iniquitous and bloody 
Vicars, for the foje purpfe of procuring flaves, Mr. 
Clarkfon goes on to fay, that not one in an buntkei 
of thofe fold to the E^uriopeans are convids or 
prifoncrs of war. How few, then, mull there be 
of tlfe latter denomination, if, as he fays (^, Si« 
of his Efay)j " that, from the time in which the 
" Europeans firft intoxicated the Africans with 
^ their foreign draughts, no crime has been com- 
" mitted, no fliadow of a crime devifed, that ha^ 
" not been puniflicd with fervitude ?** We Ihall, 
furely, be looked upon as making a very mo- 
derate eftimate, and the Africans muft be thought 
very free from vice, if we fuppofe only one half 
of the two kinds of flaves above mentioned f con- 

vids 
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vids and prifbners of war) are of the firft deno^ 
-mination, and fold on account of their crimes, 
real Or prcicndcd. There will not, in fuch cafe, 
of the whole exportation of one hundred thou« 
fand Haves, be more than five hundred procured 
by the wars, either excited, by the impious Euro- 
peans, or thofe which arife from the quarrels of 
the African Princes among one another, which 
th^ Europeans have no part in fomenting. Should 
we, moreover, be inclined to difpute Mr. Clark*- 
fon's account of the number of Negroes annual-^ 
ly exported from Africa to the European fettle-* 
inents in the Weft Indies, and infift; that there 
are not^ ctmmumius oMnis, more than half the num-. 
ber fent to ail the European colonies^ including 
thofe which the Portugucfe fend to the Brazils, 
the number of theie prifoners of war will not 
amount to more than between two and three 
hundred ^ the whole value Cff which will not pur- 
chafe three thoufand mufquets, and a propor^ 
tional quantity of powder and ball. It is evi-f 
dent, however, from Mr. Clarkfon ■§ own account^^ 
that not more than one thoufand ilaves, of thofe 
exported i^ one year, to aUthe European colonies, 
are convids^ or prifoners of war.. Let us next 
examine whether his account of the manner of 
procuring the remaining ninety-nine thoufaqd 1% 
fnore probable than the former. 

H^ If 
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If the Princes of Africa can be fo eafily excit- 
ed to make war upon each other, for tht file pur^ 
fofe of procuring flavcs, a pdrpdfe too which, Mr. 
ClarkfoD tells us, (EJfqy^p. 97, too, a5o*) feldom 
is anfwexedy — the cruelty of the Negroes prevail- 

• ing over their avarice, — (a circumftance we ihould 
have imagined thefe. Princes, in the courfe of 
two hundred years^ would have foiind. out, and 
in confequence left off fo ufelefs a praftice,)-r- 
how comes it to pafs, that thoufatK^^ of unprotedt- 

- ed Jlave-mervhants Ihould be permitted to travel, 
without moleftation, through the countries of 
the contending partiesj^ '' to places fo amazingly 
" diftant from the coaft, that no perfon in that 

. *f part of Africa where, the 'Ihips Jay (EJfay, 
^^ p. 122.) underftands the language of the inha- 
f^ titants ?'' Thefeilong journeys muft, to a per- 
fon of common appr^henfion, appear ufelefs ; 
becaufc^ if the authority of the Prince is'fuificient 
to feize and dopm hisfubjeds to flavery, it feems 
probable thefe petty -iBrinces would find it more 
for their intereft, to 'pay for the , goods they 
want, by delivering :up fuch a number of their 
fubjedrs as would be neccflary, to the merchants, 
rather thati go to war with.a neighbouting tribe 
to. procure them> at the hazard of lofing five or 
ten. times.the number, in the attempt to obtain 
them ; nay, it appear^, that it would even be 

.A benefit to their fijbjeils themfelvcs. Unlefs 
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thefe African petty tyrants have more virtue than 
one can eafily imagine^ from the accounts we 
have of them^ one might be led to fuppofe^ that 
they would fometimes feize thefe travelling mer- 
chants and their goods, and^ by fending the mer« 
chants thcmfelves to fome of the various mar- 
kets (Mr. Clarkfon fpeaks of), and there felling 
tbem^ at once make a double profit of the ilave- 
merchant and his merchandize. This would cer- 
tainly fometimes happen^ either in going or re- 
turning, to thofe who travel through fo many 
diflferent countries, and to fuch diftances, as Mr. 
Clarkfon mentions, for the purpofe of kidnapping 
Negroes* Is it to be believed, that Kings and 
Princes, whofe authority enables them to feize 
and fell their fubjeds, would not prevent indi- 
viduals from privately ftealing or kidnapping 
them, when their fale would be fo profitable to 
thcmfelves ? Would not the inhabitants of the 
countries, whofe fathers, mothers; wives, chiU 
dren, or fxiends, had been feized by one of thefe 
Jlave-bunters, affemble thcmfelves together, re- 
leafe the captives, and put the flave-hunters to 
death ? Another difficulty, ho\rever, feems to 
arife, to prevent the African flave-trade being fo 
condudtedr— Thefe thou/and llave-mei:c bants muft 
have a large quantity of European goods to car- 
ry into thefe inland parts, which Mr. Clarkfon 
indeed tells us they are furniihed with, ** whi? h 
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♦* arc divided among them, provioufly to their 
** travelling into the heart of the cotmtry.*' Can 
any perfon believe foch people have goods dif. 
tributcd among them in this manner ? The cre- 
dulify of the fadkors, who fliould truft fuch men 
with merchandize^ would be ridiculoiis^ even 
fliould we fuppofe there was a regular police, 
and that travellers could pafs with fome degree 
of fafcty through the numberlefs petty ftates, 
and independent j'urifdit^ions, which are faid to 
be formed in the interior parts of Africa ; And, 
if it takes feven months time for the traders to 
brbg the flaves they purchafe to the coaft, how 
long muft thefe fa6bors attend before they receive? 
payment for the goods they thus advance ? 

it is known,' that, in order to travel with faf«^ 
ty, in the northern and more civilized parts of 
that country, it is neccffary people Ihould unit? 
themfelves together j and therefore caraoans * are 
<eftabli(hed^ which regularly fet cmt from Egypt, 
and the adjacent States of Barbary, to Mecca, as. 
jvell as to the interior nations of Africa. Such 
mode of carrying on traffic is very ancient all 
over the. Ea ft. For their prote<5lion and fafety, 
thcfe caravans are cfcorted by bands of armed 
men. The merchants themfelves are all armed \ 

and 

• Aft?cy»s Voyages, vol. if. p. 76. Mod. Univ. Hift. voU V^- 
p. 64, 219,. 223, 23*-, 240, cl ft<j. 
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tnd the caravan is condufted like an army, un- 
der the direiStion of a Commander, who afts with 
the authority of a General. Notwithftanding 
which, fuch caravans are often attacked, and 
fometimes defeated, and plundered, in their route. 
The caravans from Tripoli to Tombitt are faid ge» 
ncrally to confift of one thoufand armed men, 
mounted on camels and horfes. They bring back 
about one thoufand flaves in every fuch caravan, 
which, with gold duft, oftrich feathers, and 
drugs, conftitute the returns for the merchan- 
dize they, carry out with them. Befides the ca* 
ravans which travel from the kingdoms and 
ftates bordering on the Mediterranean Sea, to 
the interior parts of Africa, we are told of others, 
which come twice a year to Cairo *, and return 
tp Dangola, crofllng the Lybian defcrt, by Ga- 

ri, 

* 

• Cbrifiophex Furer^ defcribing this city { Cairo )y in the year 
t5iS5, has thefe words :— >'< Not far from this flreet, blacks of bott^ 
** fexes, a&d difiFcrent ages, are fold tike cattle." HaJfelquiJI alfo. 
fpcaks of his feeing (Decembcfy 1750) black (laves fold in the fame 
dty — '* they were brought (he mentions) from AbyJ/tnioy Ethiopia^ 
** and Dangola. The greateft part were women, almoft naked." 
Enjfli/k Tranjlat» /. 102. The fame author, defcribing the procef- 
fioD of the annual caravan which goes from Cairc to Mecca, men- 
tions an officer, called the Gommiilary of the Turkifh Emperor, 
whofe bufinefsit is to purchafe (laves of both fexes, horfes, }ewcls, 
££fr. and informs us, that a part of the (how condded of a number 
of relay camels, adorned with oiirich feathers on their heads ; and 

that on fome of thefe camels black (laves were mounted. (P. 78.) 
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ri, a town on the Nile, four days journey north 
of Dangola, where the merchants from Sanaar, 
the capital of Fungi, or Fund, Gondar, the ca- 
pital of Upper Ethiopia, and many other trad- 
ing cities of Africa, meet, and form what is 
called ihc Nubian Caravan. Here they leave the 
banks of the Nile, and enter the above mention- 
ed deferts, which takes them up thirteen days 
in eroding. On their arrival at the firft towh in 
Upper Egypt *, they pay their firft cuftoms to 
that country, and thefe cuftoms confift of a cer- 
tain number of black Jlaves. Notwithftanding the 
danger and difficulty of travelling in thefe coun-^ 
tries, which appear from the neceffity there is of 
thus uniting in large bodies, to be able to carry 
on their commerce with, fecurity, Mr, Clarkfon 
would have us believe, *^ that a number of black 
** flave merchants, among whom a quantity of 
** European goods have been previoufly diftri- 
*' buted," without arms, and without proteftion, 
** attend the various markets that are eftabliflied 
^* through fo large an extent of territory, to 
'* purchafe the kidnapped ^ people^^ whom thefe 
" flave-hunters are continually bringing in; 
" while others, fubdividing their merchandize 
" among the petty Sovereigns with whom they 

^'deal, 

* Mod. Univ. Hift. vol. xix. p. 260. 


C 109 ] 

^^ deal, receive^ by an immediate exertion of 
" fraud or violence, the ftipulated number/* 

The improbability of thefe flave-hunters, and 
thefe merchants, thus procuring any condderable 
part of the nimty-nine thottfand flaves, to be fup- 
plied by fuch means, and by the authority of the 
«Prince, is full as great, as that they ihould be 
caught, while fcrambling for bread, dried raifins, 
and figs, as related by Benjamin de Tudela : Nay^ 
that ftory of Tudela's has the advantage, in point 
of credibility, over Mr. Clarkfon's ; as the Jesu 
fuppofes the party, thus going out to catch the 
Negroes, ftrong enough to bring them away. 
There remains then, of all the modes by which 
Mr. Clarkfon fuppofes the European merchants 
on the coaft are fupplied with flaves, but one, on 
which any rational faith can be placed, viz. the 
^authority of the Prince , whofe fubje£is thefe people are. 
It has been fliewn, that this commerce of the human 
fpuies (as our Eflayift calls it) has exifted, and 
that thoufands of flaves, even of emafculatcd 
flaves, have been difperfed.over the Turkifh em- 
pire, over Perfia, India, China, and the remoteft 
parts of Afia, long prior to the Portuguefe dif- 
coveries : that thefe flaves were ufed to be brought 
from the interior diftrids of Africa : that part of 
thefe people were fold in Fez, Morocco, Tri- 
poli, Cairo, and other towns of Barbary and 
Egypt;, other part was tranfported to Ormus 

and 
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and India, from Calicut, and Mozambique. It i$ 
therefore but juft to conclude, that the flaves 
were then obtained in exadly the fame manner as 
they are at prefent. Whether the Princes of the 
country ever did, or do now, poffcfs fuch an au- 
thority over their people, or any particular clafs 
of them, as Mr. Clarkfon fuppofes, is very im- 
material to us ; but that they do not exercife fuch 
an authority on the weftern coaft, we have abun^ 
dant proofs: and, when we come to examine 
upon what grounds Mr* Clarkfon has taken upon 
him to affert, that the Sovereigns aflume fuch 
power in the interior parts of the country, we 
fliall find, that they are too flight to .place any re- 
liance upon. 

The written authorities Mr. Clarkfon has qpot- 
ed^ to juftify his charges againft the merchants 
who trade to -Africa, are, ^^ Jfthy^s Cblleftion of 
Voyages,*' and the teftimonies of Sm^the and 
Moore (Engliihmen), Adanfon (a Frenchman), 
and Bofman (a Dutchman)* The evidence of thefc 
writers are all, except Adanfon*%^ united in Afilefs 
Colleftion; and, in the fame volume, are ac- 
counts of a number of other voyages, of which 
Mr. Clarkfon takes no notice, nor even of fuch 
parts of the accounts of thofe he docs refer to as 
feem to militate againft his purpoje of abufing the 
African merchant. Two of the gentlemen, whole 
authority Mr. Clarkfon refts on (^Adanfon and 

Moore) 
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Moore) give no account but^ of the trade of the 
rivers Sensed and Gambia.* Bofman was in Guinea 
ia 1669* Mr. Sf9Vfthi was fent to furvey the coaft 
in 1 726^ and Moon was in Africa no later chan 
1735; fothat, if Mr. Clarkfon had fairly cited 
his authors, fo as to have given a true account of 
the flave trade, even as late as the time when 
Mr. MoQte was there, it migh^ with great truth 
and juftice, be faid, that the fame mode of traf^ 
fie Is not carried on now-~great improvements 
ha<:e been made in the manner of carrying on 
that bufine^s* It is well known, that the inha- 
bitants of the coaft are become much more civi* 
lized than they were at that time. Civilization 
has ever been the confequcnce of that commer- 
cial intercourfe of mankind, which, at the fame 
time that it makes the inhabitants of one part of 
the globe acquainted with the defires and necef* 
fities of the other, teaches them mutually to ind 
out the means to gratify and fupply them. Mr» 
Clarkfon^s declared purpofe,.in his Eflay, is to 
give a hiftory of flavery to the time be wrote. His 
fecond chapter relates to the African commerce 
or flave trade : Surely he ought not, therefore, 
to have confined it to that part only which is 
carried on by the Europeans^ and to the tranf- 
portation of the Negroes to the American colo- 
nies ; yet that is the only part of it he mentions, 
evidently to throw the blame of this commerce 

• (it 
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(if it be blameable)^ entirely on the European 
Chriftians, That it may appear the more reprc- 
henfible^ he cites only fuch fcraps, here and 
there^ of the accounts which lay before hicp^ as 
beft fuitcd that part of his purpofe iom\tt\n%*i\\. 
thofe which he feared might convince his read- 
ers, that the truth was very different from jthe 
reprefentation he has thought proper to make' of 
it. If I clearly Ihew this to have been the cafe, 
the charge againft Mr* Clarkfon, of having wil- 
fully accufed the perfons concerned in the Afri« 
can commerce, diredly contrary, to his better 
knowledge, will be fully made good* 


I am, &c« 


LfifTER 
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LETTER V. 


0£lober i$tli, 178^, 


Dear Sir, 


npHAT wars BaVe always cxifted among tlic 
-L neighbouring petty States of Africa is not 
to be doubted. They fpring from the fame 
foufces from which wars have originated in all 
other parts of the world. Moft difputes arifc 
from trifling caufes, and, in general, both par- 
ties ftiffer fufficiently, if not equally, in confe- 
quence of them. They make peace, or rather 
truce, in Africa,, asi they do- in Europe, with in- 
tent to go to wat again^ a's foon as they find 
themfelves ftrong enough, or that a frefh occa- 
fion of conteft ihall arife^ which feldom is long 
wanting between neighbouring nations. It is not 
to be doubted, that prifoners are fometimes ta- 
ken in thefe African wars ; and, fince the inter- 
courfe with the Europeans^ many of thcfc pri- 
foneris have been fold to themj and their lives 
have been fawed^ which otherwife would have 
hce^ Jacrificed to the Fetiches of the conquerors *• 

The 


* The following paflkge in ProfelTor Sparman^t Voyage to the 
Cape of Good Hope» where he fpcaks of the Caffreif a people who 
never hare been ceniamiuated by any intercourfe with the Europe* 

I tuff, 
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The firft account we have of any of their wars 
was about the middle of the laft century, when 
we find, by our countryman Battel's account *, 
who was then with the Portuguefe, that a bar- 
•barous favage nation, called by the name of Gal^ 
laSf or Jagas, which had fpread itfelf all over 
Lower Ethiopia, made an irruption into Benguela. 
Thefe people, who had never feen a white man 
before (fo could not have made war for the fole 
purpofe of taking prifoners to fell to the Euro- 
peans), 


ans, who trade not tvith them, nor purchafe any of their inhabi- 
tants, is a flrong proof of the truth of my obfervauon. He tells us^ 
** They are faid to be governed by feveral different Chiefs, who pro- 
« bably have all the property of their fubje£ts vefted in themfelvesy 
'* and, at the fame time, have an abfolute unlimited authority over 
** them. As farks*I could underfiand, their Hate and power are 
<* hereditary. It is faid, they are frequently at war with each other, 
'' and that they always kill the priibners they have taken. But if 
<< aChief fhould happen to fall into the enemy's hands, he is not 
** put to death, but fent back again, with admonitions, to behave 
** himfelf more peaceably for the future. The occafion of their 
«< wars is generally the fame as in other parts of the globe ; to wit, 
<< ehher a want of the common fentimepts of humanity in* one of 
*' the contending parties, or their arrogant and rapacious dtfpofition, 
*^ which they cannot, on either lide, perfuade themfelves to give 
** up, without fhedding their own blood, and that of their fellc^t 
*• creatures. It is even faid, that a ftolen or ftray. calf,, or sne 
** grazing upon the territories of a neighbouring country, and other 
<' matters equally trifling, will fometimes be fufRcient to fet two or 
<* more nations by the ears." FoL ii./. 153. 


* Mod. Univ. Hift vol. xvi, p» 11. ct feq^ 
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peans)^ did however fell them fudh prifoners, 
and at a cheaper rate than ever they had pur- 
chafed any before. But that was not the file 
manner of treating their captives : *' They cut 
*^ off the heads of one hundred of the lords, or 
'^ principal men, of thofe they had attacked, 
*« and threw them at their General's feet; and 
*^ the bodies of them, and of all their flain, wero 
" drefled and eaten by thefe canibals. The Ge- 
** neral of thefe people cdnfulted their idol upon 
" every new expedition they made, and facri- 
^^ ficed a child and four men upon every fuch 
^* confultation. The fame ceremony was per- 
^* formed by the inferior captains on the like 
** account : they caufed all their children to be 
" buried alive as foon as born, and fupplied their 
^' places by captives of twelve or thirteen years 
^* of age; the males of whom they bred to War, 
*' and kept the females for procreation, The*Un- 
^* happy remains of the captives of both fexes 
<< were inhumanly referved to be killed and 
" eaten ; not in time of fcarcity of cattle, or 
** other prbvifions, but in prefetence to all other 
" flelh. Thefe people facrificed flaves at the 
*^ funerals of theit dead, and prodigious nunj- 
« bers at the funerals of their Princes or Gene- 
** rals* Three hecatombs of each fex were facri- 
" ficed at the funeral of Calixhnbo (who was af* 
" faflinated for having been fo humane ais to re- 

I 2 "fufc 
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" fuffe to drink blood, or eat human flefh), un- 
" dcr pretence of appeafing the wrath of a for. 
"mer queen, who refented fuch a violation of 
'^ her laws." Surely the commerce of the human 
fpeciesy as the EJp^ift calls it, is not to be exe» 
crated, if it has put a flop to thefe horrid barba- 
rities. This cuftom was not peculiar to the Ja-- 
gas: but we learn, from different authors, that 
it was much leffencd foen after the Europeans 
began to purchafe flaves. Le Brue fays *, *^ When 
** the King of Bijfao dies, his favourite wives, 
*^ and a number of his flaves, are killed and bii- 
^^ ried near the place of his interment, to ferve 
*^ him in the other world/' Immediately after, 
he adds, ** Formerly they had a cuftom of facri- 
** ficing or burying alive flaves, to accompany 
*' their grandees in the other world ; but this 
*' cuftom feems to be aboliihed, the laft King 
^^ having only one flave buried with him. The 
^^ prefent Emperor feems bent on entirely difcon- 
tinuing it. One of his nobles being old, and 
near his end, bad chofen three young girls to 
^* be buried with him ; bur, at his death, the 
** King fold them, and gave the money to his 
^* heirs.*' This was ia the year 1701, when a 
lUve was fold for only a twentieth part of the 

prefect 

* Aftlcy, voL ii. p. 9V 
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prcfent price on that part of the coaft *. This 
circumftance could not be unknown to Mr. Clark- 
fon, as it is mentioned by the very author he 
quotes t. An obfervation of the fame kind is 
made by Barbot. Surely this is a circumftance 
which would have induced a man of the fmall- 
eft candour to have fpoken with lefs invedtivc 
of that commerce, which Mr. Clarkfon brands 
with fuch ignominious epithets. When this 
gentleman, who undertakes to give a vl&iv of th 
hiftory ofjlavery^ is partial enough to fupprefs fuch 
a remarkable fa£t in his narration, may we not 
i;eafonably fufpeft him of exaggerating the de- 
fcription of others, better fuited to his purpojiy 
even though we ihould allow they may have 
fome foundation in truth. He charges the Eu- 
ropean merchants with inftigating the inhabitants to 
make war on each other* As he has not chofen to 
quote his authority for this aflTertion, tior to ftate 
the time when he fuppofes fuch praAice pre- 
vailed, nor of what nation the accufed merchants 
were, we may reafeinably doubt the truth of it. 

We 

* In rS^S, Brue fays alfo, a male flave, between twenty and 
thirty, without defe^b, was fold for goods to the valCie of twenty 
livres. AJlley^ vol. ii. /. 70. 

Li Matf€, in i68zy tells us, the beft flares are purcfaaf<4 f6r 
eight yrii«r^ (livres) each I and often you may have a fubftantial 
flave for four or fire quarts of brandy. U» /» 252. 

t Aftlcy, vol, ii. p. 493. 
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We find no traces of fuch condu<9: in AJilef% 
Colleftion, except that, iti vol. ii. p. 98. he quotes 
Monf. le Bruey as faying, tjiat " the Europeans 
*' are far from afting as peace*makers among 
^^ them, which would be contrary to their in- 
^* tereft ; finoe, the greater the wars are, the 
** more flaves/' But is it not rather {training 
the fenfe of thi§ expreffion, to adduce it as a, proof 
that tbefc war? are incited by the Europeans j 
cfpecially a^ we Ihall Ihew, that, although Mottf. 
k Brue conceived if to be advantageous to his 
commerce almoft a century agp, Mr. Clarkfon 

• 

himfelf thinks he was miftaken in that point; 
-Ipecaufe he fays, that, in thefc wars, ten flaves 
are deftroyed in captivating pnej for, if the 
jPrince ha? power and authority fufficient to feiz^ 
and fell his fubjedts, the foldiers whq are deftroy- 
ed on both fides ?^, in the wars undertaken for 
the fok purpofe of making prifoners, jnuft be 
flaves. If Mr. Clarkfon had wiihed to have 
f roved Monf. Brue miftaken, and that thefe wars 
are really very injurious to the commerce of the 
Europeans, he might, and probably would, have 
told us, that, in the fame Colleftion, vol. n.p. 697. 
we find, that, when VUlault was on the Gold 
Coaft, in 1663, a war happened Jn Akimy " ijv 
f^ which 60,000 men were deftroyed. This war, 

^* which 

• Effay, p, 250. 
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*^ which continued four years, entirely put a flop t$ 
« trade. The Engliih, Danifli, and Dutch Di- 
^ rectors did all in their power to accommodate mat- 
" ters; but in vain/* In Captain Phillips^s Voyage, 
in 1693, in the fame Colledtion,/>. 308. we learn, 
** that he received advice from Dick's Cove, that 
** he had bell difpofe of as much of his cargo as 
*^ he could, before he came there ; becaufe there 
*' was no trade nor gold at that place, ly reafon of 
" the zvarSj and no probability of procuring any 
" number of flaves upon the Gold Coaft." In 
Marchais*s Voyage, in the year 1715, JJley, vol/u. 
p. 462, he fays, "The war being very hot between 
" the Kings of fVhidaw and Ardra^ had fo iptcr^ 
*' rupted the trade at the Rio Volta^ that nojlaves 
** were to be had.'* Thus, in oppofition to the opi- 
nion of Monf. Brue, we find the traders of all the 
European nations agree, that wars among the 
African Princes are prejudicial to their com- 
merce ; and that they do endeavour to adt as peace* 
makers. It is alfo to be obferved^ that Monf. 
Brue fpeaks of Senegal, from whence very few 
flaves come. Akim, and the other places men- 
tioned, are on the Gold Coaft, from whence come 
great numbers, and of the kind that are mpft ef- 
teemed : and we find, that the defire of the mer- 
chants, to make peace between the African nations, 
is not a late change in the nature of the com* 
jncrce, but was the joint effort of all the factors 
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^f all nations on the coaft one hundred and twen^ 
ty years ago. Nor is there, any necejjity for the 
Europeans to excite the Africans to quarrel, ox go 
to war with each other. ^le>f doe^ not leave us 
uninformed of the caufes of their wars^ whieh, 
as we before remarked, are exadly the fame 
with thofe of the Princes of Europe ♦, <'The 
<^ .Gold Coaft nations often enter into a w^r with 
*« each other, out of ambition, to prevent a neigh- 
*' bouring Prince being too powerful or rich j from 
*^ a defire of plunder, or to aflift a weak neigh* 
<*bour; but the more common caufes of the 
^^ wars are, the recovery of debts due from the 
** Cabo&eers, or great men, of one <XHintry, to 
*^ thofe of another. Thefe Cabocheers and A&«» 
^^ feros have always a number of people at their 
** devotion, and induce the foldlers to join thejgn j*' 
yet it feems thefe phieftans have very little au^ 
thori,ty, except over their own Jkpues ; for ^* the 
*^ foldiers, if they find then^felves difappointed 
** in the hopes of plunder, leave their officers, 
/^ and return home,'- The fame author tclU us, 
contrary to Mr^ Qarkfon*s accoimts, ^* that, in thefe 
«* engagements in general, very few v^n are kill- 
^* ed ; for^ a? foon as they fee a mm fall by them, 
^^ they tal^e to their heels, and fcamper home ais 
^^ f^ft jsis they can^ la the laft battle between 


[ 121 -] 

** the Kommamans and thofe of Sahu, Akhani^ Ka* 
*< befierra^ and two or three other countries, Bof- 
" man does not believe one hundred men were 
" killed ; and yet the Kommaniam drove their ene- 
'* mies out of the field, and obtained a complete 
** victory/* Befides the above caufes of their 
wars, the difputes of the chief people among 
them are fources of difcord *• Ajllty tells us, iii 
the fame place, of a war between the Kings of 
Fanti and Sabu, on account of a Fantin Paris 
having ftolen an Helen from Sabu. Similar cau- 
fes of war muft have been frequent .among the 
Africans, long before the Europeans viiited them, 
and would certainly continue, if no European 
was ever to approach their coaft again. The on- 
ly difFerence would be, in that cafe, they would, 
as heretofore, murther and eat their prifoners of 
war, inftead of felling them. It is but fair, 
however, to allow, that there have been wars oc- 
cafioned by the European commerce, though not, 
as the Effaj^ift afferts^ for the fole purpofe of ob- 
taining prifoners. I Ihall mention one or two of 
themoft remarkable* That of the King of Da^ 
homy, Mr. Clarkfon muft h^ve been acquainted 
with, as Sne^rave*s account of it is contained in 

Jftley, 

* In further proof of the cirilization of the Africans, from their 
Intercouffe with the £uropeanS| the reader may confult the Modi. 
TJniv. Hid. vol, »iv. p. 3;, 
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4^/fy, voL ii. p. 488. ^* This Prince demanded a 
«' free paflage through the territories of Whi- 
•' daw/' doubtlefs that he might enjoy a free 
commerce, ^* which was refufed him. After 
'*' having conquered the kingdom of Ardra, which 
lay between him and Whidaw, he attacked the 
latter. In the conqueft of Ardra, he took pri- 
foner an Engliftiman, named Bullfinch Lamb^ 
who'difluaded Dahomy from invading Whi- 
daw, as well on account of the great numbers 
" of the inhabitants, much ufed to fire-arms, as 
" of the affiftance they would have from the 
^' whites refident and trading there, for their own 
*' intereft." 

Snelgrave, who was at the Englilh fadtory at 
Whidaw, and, with the other fadlors, in great 
fear and perplexity, was one of the party on a 
vifit to this Prince. " On their arrival at the 
•* gate of the King's houfe, they faw the heads 
" of four thoufand of the people of Whidaw, 
^* who had been facrificed to the God of the con- 
*' qucrors about three weeks before, in acknow- 
^^ ledgment of their vicftory *." He next men- 
tions 

* Bui tBnch Lamb, in hU letter to Governor Tinker, dated 27th 

. November, 1724, fays of this Prince, '* He has already fct his two 

<' chief palaces round wiih mens fcuUsy as thick as they can lie on 

** the wails one by another, and are fuch as he has killed in war; 

i* each of which palaces are in circi^mferenc^ larger than St James's 

"P^rk, 
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tlons '* eight hundred captives brought in from a 
" neighbouring nation, called?'/^; part of whom 
" the King ftc alide to facrifice to his Fetiche ; the 
remainder he kept as flaves for his own ufe, or 
to fell to the Europeans.'* The foldiers were 
paid for them in the ihells called cowries, at the 
rate of twenty Ihillings for a man, and ten (hil- 
lings for a woman, boy, or girl. *' Some thou^ 
" fands of dead ])eoples heads were brought in- 
" to the court, hanging on firings, for which the 
" officers, as they received them, paid the fol- 
*• diers five Ihillings for each. He prefented his 
<* officers and courtiers with at lead two hundred 
** captives. The brother to the King of Jaquin 
'* was immoderately frightened at feeing a great 
*' number of people going to be facrificed ; for 
" the people on the fea coqft abhor fuch cruelty^ but 
^^' above all eating the dead bodies.*' Thus it ap- 
pears, that, in the courfe of a very few years, 
merely from their intercourfe with the Europe- 
ans, this infamous cuftom was not only put an 
entire flop to, upon the coaft, but even held in 
abhorrence. The fame author fays, />. 488, *' That 
^* the people of Whidaw were fo civilized by 

** commerce, 

*f Park, about a mile and an half round.'' Smith's ybyage, p. 1 73. 
and/. 186.— ** That, when he went out, there uas.fcarce any die* 
*' ring for bodies withoutiieads ; and, had it rained blood, ii couM 
** not have laid thicker on the ground.*' 
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« commerce, that it was a pleafure to deal with 
*« them/' This is a very different account from 
that given by Mr. Clarkfon, EJfayy p. 43. He 
there reprefents the natives on the coaft as fo far 
from being civilized by commerce, that they 
fought a retreat from their invaders in the interior 
parts of the country ; — inftead of which, we fee 
a very powerful Prince forcing his way to the 
coaft, through hoftile nations, in order to bene- 
fit by the commerce with thefe European inva- 
ders ♦. 

We are further told by Snelgrave t ** of the 
•* facrifice of numbers of men, women, and chil- 
•* dren ; and of his remonftrating to a perfon 
** of condition among them, againft the folly of 
facrificing fo many people, whotn they might 
fell to advantage/' — He replied, ** It had ev^r 
** been the cuftom of their nation, after any con- 

' « queft, 

* Snelgrave obfeires, that htf never could obtain any fatisfaftory 
tccounts of the inland parts , and that, although the Gold Coaft 
Negroes be more civilized, by their converfe with the Europeans, 
yet their policy does not fufifer any white man to go up into the 
country. 

The fame fnay be faid with regard to the third divifion of the 
country ; for, till the conqueft of Whidaw and Jaquin, by the King 
of Dahomy,. little could be learned of the inland parts, no white 
man being permitted to go beyond the kingdoni of Ardrah, which 
is ^bout fifty miles from the fea-fide. AJlUyf p- 486, 

t Page 494- 
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•^ queijl, to offer to their God a certain number of 
" captives, who were chofen from the prifoners 
** by the King himfelf ; for they believed, that, 
*^ upon any omidion of this, no more fucce& 
^* would attend them. He gave political reafons 
" for chufing old men for this purpofe ; among 
'' others, becaufe no European would buy them, on 
•* account of their age." And I remember my- 
self once afking the Captain of a Guinea ihip, 
upon feeing two or three very old people in his 
cargo, why he brought them ? he replied, " he 
^^ did it from motives of humanity ; for that he 
** offered the fame price for thofe whom the mer* 
^* chant on the coaft was about to fell him, with^ 
^' out including thefe old folks, whom he did 
" not think worth their paffage ; but his chap- 
" man telling him, he might refufe them if he 
*^ pleafed, but, in fuch cafe, he Ihould imme- 
'* diately cut their throats,*' the Captain of the 
Guineaman took them oh board to fave their 
livcs^ As to the young people which Snelgrave' 
(aw going to be facri6ced, his informant told 
him, " they were defigned to attend, in the other 
*' world, the King's wives, who had been flaiii 
^* by the Tuffos. He afterwards faw the dead 
*' bodies of thofe who had been facrlficed, to the 
*^ number of four hundred, and the next day 
" difcovered they had been eaten by the com- 
^^ mon foldiers.*' 

3 The 
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The fame authof mentions '^ an inland people,' 
" who travelled to the Gold Coaft, whom he 
*^ calls Malays. Thefe people are alfo mention- 
^« ed by Mar chats and Smith ^y whofe voyages 
•^ are abridged in Aftley's Colledlion. They are 
** faid to border on the Moors, to be verfed in 
'^ the arts of writing, dyeing, and manufaftur- 
'^ ing goat and flieep fkins ; but Snelgrave was 
** not permitted to fpeak to them/' 

Thefe people muft furely have come from the 
Eaft Indies to the Eaftern Coaft of Africa, and 
from thence, acrofs the continent, to the inland 
kingdom of Dahomy, and with him to the Gold 
Coaft; as it is very improbable that Snelgrave, 
or the other authors above mentioned, fhould 
' unite in giving them thofe names, when, per- 
haps, they none of them knew there were fuch 
people as Malays in the world. 

Another war of the fame ■ kind happened on 
the Gold Coaft about twenty-three or twenty- 
four years ago, between the JJIjanfis and the Mims, 
and upon the fame occafion as the other, viz. 
that the former might obtain a free paflfage to 
the fea, in order to carry on their commerce to 
greater advantage. There might be other ex- 
amples collected of the like kind ; but it is fup- 
pofcd what I have juft given will be Sufficient to 

prove, 

• Aftley, vol, Ji. p. 41^8- 
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prove, that it is neither the prsufticc nor the in- 
tereft of the Europeans to encourage wars among 
the natives* For though, in the account of the 
wars arid conquefts made by the King of Daho- 
my, we find he fold a multitude of thofe he took 
prifoners as (laves ; yet v^e are alfo told, ** By 
" this war the trade of Whidaw was almoft ruin- 
^^ cd; for the inland people having no market Sy and 
" the Dahomies ufing no trade but that of war, 
'^ few Negroes were brought down to be fold to 
*' the. Europeans.'* At Jaquin alfo, Sn^lgravc 
found trade very dull, and likely to continue fo 
for many years, on account of the confufion 
made: by the wars. Notwithftanding Mr. Clark- 
fon, as I have before obferved, has acknowledg- 
ed how much againft the intereft of the flavc 
trade the wars among the natives are, yet, as it 
is neceiTary, at all hazards, to make the traders 
to Africa odious, he ftill perfifts in his endear 
vours to perfuade his readers to believe that fuch 
wars are undertaken folely with the view of mak- 
ing prifoners; and therefore, notwithftanding this 
manifeft inconfiftency, he cannot deny hlmfelf 
the pleafure of embellilhing his view of the hijlo^ 
ry of Jlavery with the defcription of a battle, 
which, however, I believe, very few of his read* 
ers will think it poflible ihould ever have been 
fought. 

Mr. 
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Mfp Clarkfon, as ufual^ moft prudentljr con- 
ceals the name of the writer of the letter, of 
which he gives us what he calls a faithfd extraS. 
It ought to be fufiicicnt for us, he thinks, that 
he vouches for the invifible author, who, he fays, 
'* was long a prifoner among the inhabitants; 
<^ and the fcenes he was a witnefs to, in thait fi- 
'* tuation, gave rife to a feries of very intereft- 
<* Ing letters, which he wrote to the author V 
How much it is to be regretted, that Mr. Clark- 
fon has not favoured the world wkh them ! From 
. the fpecimen given us in the extrad,, which I am 
now about to quote, there can be little doubt 
but they would be equally as romantic and en- 
tertaining as the travels of Baron Munchaufen! But 
I detain my readers too long from the amufing 
account of this wonderful battle, or raiher Jkir- 
mijhy as Mr. Clarkfon calls it. 

" I was fent, with feveral others," the letter- 
writer iays, " in a fmall Hoop, up the river M- 
«^ gtry to purchafe Haves. We had fome free 
** Negroes with* us in the pra<3:ice ;. and as the 
*^ veffels are liable to frequent attacks, from the 
*^ Negroes on one fide of the river> and from the 
•^ Moors on the other, they are all armed. As 
** we rode at anchor, a great way up the river, 
«* we obferved a large number of Negroes in huts 

by 
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" by the tivcr-fidc, and, for our own fafety, 
" kept a wary eye on thenl. Early next morn- 
" ing, wc faw> from our maft-head, a numeroug 
** body approaching^ with apparently but Utile 
*^ order, but in clofe array. They approached ve- 
" ry faft,. and fell furioufly on the inhabitants 
" oftbetown, who feemed to be quite furprifed i 
^^ but neverthelefs, as foon as they could get 
^^ together, fought ftoutly. They had fome fire- 
" arms, but made very little ufe of them, as 
^* they came . direftly to clofe fightings jwith 
*' their fpears, lances, and fabres. Many of 
^' their invaders were mounted on fmall horfes ; 
*^ and bot^i parties fought for about half an 
** hour with the fierceft animofity, exerting 
^^ much more courage and perfeverance than I 
^^ had ever been witnefs to among them. The 
*^ women and children of the town cluftercd to- 
*^ gether to the water's ddge, running, Ihrieking, 
^* up and down, with terror, waiting the event 
*^ of the combat, till their party gave way, and 
** took to the water, to endeavour to fwim over 
'^ to the Barbary fide. They were clofely pur- 
*^ fued even into the river, by the viftors, who, 
^^ though they came^ the purpofe of getting Jlaves, 
*^ gave no quarter. Their cruelty prevailing 
^* over their avarice, they made no prifoners, 
*^ but put all to the fword, without mcrdy. — 
'^ Horrible indeed was the carnage of the van* 
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V quifhed on this occaCon ! and, as we were 
. *' within two or three hundred yards of them, 
'* their cries and fhrieks afFeded us extremely. 
^' We had got up our anchor at the beginning, of 
*' the affray, and now flood clofe into, the fppt, 
*^ where the viftors followe4 the vanquilhed into 
*^ the water, were continually dragging out and 
^* murdering thofe, who, by reafon of their 
^Vwoundsi, they eafily overtook. The very chil- 
" drcn, whom they took in great numbers, did 
" not efcape the maffacre. Enraged at their 
** barbarity, we fired our guns, loaded with grape 
*^ Ihot, and a volley of fmall arms, among them, 
*^ effcdually checked their ardour, and obliged 
*' them to retire to a diftance from the fhore 5 
*' from whence a few round cannon fhot fbon 
** removed. them into the woods^^ The whole 
'« river was Mack over with the heads of the fu- 
*' gitives, who were fwimming for their lives. 
** Thefe poor wretches fearing us as much as their 
*' conquerors, dived, when we fired, and cried 
** out moft lamentably for mercy. Having now 
** efFedtually favoured their retreat, we flood 
*^ backwards and forwards, and took up feveral 
*' that were wounded and tired. All whofe 
** wounds had difabled them from fwimming, 
*^ were either butchered or drowned, before we 
*' got up to them. With a juftice and generofity, 

f^ never before heard ofs^mongjlavers, we gave 
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^^ theni their liberty whoni we had taken up> 
" fetting them afliore, on the Barbary fide, a- 
*^ mong the refidne of their companions, who had * 
" furvived the flaughter of thie morning." 

The following remarks, which will naturally 
occur to the mind of every perfon the leaft ac- 
quainted wiUi the geography and trade of that 
part of the coaft of Africa, which is faid to haVe 
been the fcene df aftlon, will (hew to a demon-*- 
ftration, that this account of an African fkirmifh, ' 
as it is called,^ is a fhameful fiftion, calculated to 
ferve Mr. Clarkfon*s purpof^ i and, although I will 
hot fuppofe it is Mr. Clarkfon^s own invention, he 
muft be confidered as highly cenfurable for fuflf- 
iering himfelf to be fo eafily deluded by an impofi- 
tiori fo grofs, that if he had call his eye on any 
modem map of that country, he muft have been 
undeceived. I beg leave to obferve^ in the fiift 
place, that there is no river on the weftern coafts 
of Africa, one fide of which is inhabited by 
Moors, and the other by Negroes, except the 
river of Senegal. This river, for almoft a century 
paft, has been known by no other name 5 nor was 
It ever determined which was the river mentioned 
by Leo by the name of the Niger : fome perfons 
fuppofed it to be the Rio Grande j others the 
Gambia^ and others the Sanaga^ or river oi Senegal. 
For upwards of fifty years, however, this opinion . 
has been generally exploded i nor has there been 
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any trader for more than that length of time who 
has called either the Senegal, or the Gamiia, by 
any other than thefe names refpeftively. Yet this 
correfpondent of Mr. Clarkfon's, ventures to tell 
us, that he was fent up the River Niger*, to pur- 
chafe flaves. We obferve, fecondly, that it is not 
the cuftom to fend floops up the river to furcbaje 
flaves. The trade in which the veflels are em- 
ployed which go up the river, is the gum trade i 
for which purpofe they go up as high as the De- 

* Mr. Adanfon, indeed, who went to Senegal in 17499 
afFe6ls to call the River of Senegal x.\it Niger i but as he pre- 
tends, his voyage was merely occafioned by his attachment to 
Botanical Studies, he cannot be coniidered as a Trader. His 
defaiption, however, of the river, and the good underftanding 
kept up between the inhabitants of both fides of it, and the 
white people of Senegal, fufficiently prove the falfity of the 
letter-writer's account. But Mr. Adanfon's aiFedation of 
calling the Senegal the Niger y is furely no jufti£cation of our 
letter writer doing fo. Equally incredible is the account of 
the vefTels Handing to and fro in the river, to take up the 
fugitives. Mr. Briie mentions the reafon of proceeding flow!/ 
up the river of Senega, to have been, ^* that even when the 
** water was at the higbeft^ there. was no palling up the river^ 
<* without ailiftance of the Negro Laptots^ who hawl the boats 
** often up to the middle in water ; the banks being covered 
with trees fo that they cannot make ufe of horfes. Indeed, 
with a weflerly wind, they may advance quick enough, but 
that feldom blows ; the winds being generally contrary, 
confequently of no ufe, and often dangerous, for want of 
;• room to tack. Jfl, /. 62* 
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fart, or a town called Podore. Flats, indeed, at 
the proper feafon of the year, are fent to Galam, 
near three hundred leagues higher, from whence 
fome flaves are brought, and very few others arc 
purchafed there, except when a famine happens, 
which is not very uncommon amongft the inha- 
bitants. The pofTeflion of Senegal by the Englifli, 
prior to the laft war, has made us perfedly ac- 
quainted with that country ; and we know that, 
when the river fails to overflow annually, in the 
naanoer it generally does, the country is barren 
on both fides of it. When the feafons are favour- 
able, they have, indeed, plenty of provifions, but 
the country becomes the mod unhealthy in the 
world ; and, in particular, the eaft winds, which 
immediately precede the rains, are fo pernicious^ 
and of fo piercing and penetrating a nature, that 
the boards of the floors, and wainfcotting of the 
houfes, in Fert Louis, ftirink fo, as to feparatc 
half an inch from each other, altho' perfeftly clofe 
before. Thefe winds alfo bring, from the inland 
country, a red impalpable duft, with which the 
fails and decks of the veflels, which lie at anchor 
over the bar, feveral miles from the Ihore, are fo 
covered, as to make the canvas look as if it was 
tanned. 

At this time of the year, for feveral weeks to- 
gether, animal food, of all kinds, can fcarcely 
b? kept from putrefaction, for three hours after 
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it Is killed i and even the fifti of the rivers is 
reckoned unwholefome. The late General Wor^Cj^ 
who was a long tinae governor of Senegal, has 
often told me, that it was his cuftom totally 
to abftain fronri animal food at that period of the 
.year, and fujftain himfelf principally with Gum 
Senegal diffolved in milk 5 no^ omitting to take 
bark and chamomile tea very frequently^ as well 
as plenty of Madeira wine. After the rains ceafe, 
.and the waters of the river, which pycrflow the 
country for feveral hundred miles, fybfide, the 
quantities of flime, putrid fifh, frogs, and other 
.vermin left on the ground, fill the air with exha- 
lations little fhort of bding peftilential. Thefe 
periodical floods prevent any cQnfiderabl? towns 
being fettled on the banks of that river j which 
is a third proof of the falfity of the account given 
Mr. Clarkfon by his correfpondent, who defcribes 
a town, which muft be extremely populous, when, 
afterfo dreadful a m^flacrc of nicn, wornen, and 
children, the fugitives were numerous enough 
(o blacken, with their heads, a river which muft 
haye been at leaft 500 yards wide, according to 
the defcription in fhe letter ; for the floop was at 
anchor in the middle- of it, and, we find, 
was two or three hundred yards from the 
ihorc. The letter-writer, however, cautious to 
avoid deteftion, does not give us either the name 
of this great town, where he faw fuch a large, 
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number of Negroes in their huts i neither docs he 
tell us the name of the nation invaded, nor that 
of the invaders. The inhabitants of the fouth 
banks of the Senegal, are the Jallofs^ the Fulis\ 
and the Mundingoes. Further from the river, 
and between the Senegal and Gambia, towards 
the fea-coaft, live the Dimels. Thefe nations oc- 
cupy the whole country between the Senegal and 
Gambia 5 and no party can come to attack a town, 
on the fouth bank of the river Senegal, but after 
fuch declared hoftilities, between fome or other 
of thefe people, as to prevent fuch an abfolute 
furprize as the letter-writer fpeaks of. Fourthly, 
if there was any truth in this (lory, the party, 
who gave way, would not have been fo imprudent 
as to fwim over to the Barbary Jhore^ as the letter- 
writer calls it, which is a name equally unknown 
to the traders on that river j as defcriptive of 
the Moor's fide of it, as that of the Niger is of the 
river itfelf; becaufe the armed Moors would moft 
probably have made flaves of thofe fugitives j and 
if the letter-writer was really purchafing flaves, 
thefe very Moors were the only people from whom 
he could have bought them. But a conclufive 
mark of the falfity of the account given us, as 
well as of the author's total ignorance of the trade 
on that river, is his aflfcrtion of being in danger,^ 
f^Tom the inhabitants of both fides. If any difputc 
^^appens between the natives and the Europeans,^ 
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all trade is fufpended till an accommodation takes 
place \ and therefore no trading vejQTels ever go 
up the river under fuch circumftances ; for with 
whom, in that cafe, would they have traded ? The 
truth, however, is, that a regular police is cfta- 
blilhed, both among the Moors and Negroes. If 
however the former can fteal any of the latter, they 
generally make flaves of them, and fend them 
by the caravans to Fez and Morocco^ to be 
fold *, Thefe Negroes, therefore, if defeated by 
any invaders who attack them, would never have 
fled to the Moors, but would have fought the 
affiftance of the floop, and the white people oa 
board, inftead of having feared them ^s much 4s 
their conquerors, or dived, when their gvins were 
fired, and cried out fo lamentably for mercy. 
Indeed, inftead of betaking themfelves to the 
river, one would naturally have fuppofcd they 
would have taken to the woods, which are very 
clofe to, and extenfive on the river fide. 

To give you time to breathe a little after fo fan- 
guinary a battle, I beg leave to fubfcribc myfclfj 
witH great regard and efteem. 

Dear, Sir, &c, 

^* Vtt,Mod. Hiji, "^.'14. /• 139. 
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L E T T E R VI. 

Nofemlwr XO9 178S. 

Dear SiR| 

1 FLATTER myfclf, I have, in my former 
letters, confuted the greateft part of the ca- 
lumnies againfl: the Merchants Trading to Africa, 
with which Mr. Clarkfon's Eflfay is. replete. Not- 
withftanding the conrradidtory accounts he gives 
of the number of prifoners of war, or convlAs, 
which conftitute part of his 100,000 flaves annu- 
ally exported from Africa, making them either 
the hundredth pr the tenth part of the number, 
as beji Juits his furpofe of abufing the African 
Merchants, at any rate they form but an inconfi- 
dcrable part of the whole, I have (hewn alfo, 
the abfurdity of fuppofing many of thefe flaves to 
be privately kidnapped, or ftolen, which one of 
the authors he quotes {^MQore) fays, is a frequent 
praftice on the Gambia ; altho', at the fame time, 
lie adds, '* the company's fervants never buy any 
*' fuch as they fufpeft to be ftolen, without firft 
^* confultingthcy^/itf^/^,or chief man of the place." 
4fi' vol. 2. p. 242. I fliall now proceed to fliew, 
that the petty princes of Africa have not the au- 
thority to feize and fell their fubjefts for flaves. 
^s Mr. Clarkfon brings not any the leaft proof 
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of his aflertion, but amufes his readers with a de-? 
clamation, relpefting the juft authority which 
empire gives the prince, and the natural right of 
the fubjeft, which might, perhaps, hjive great 
veight and efficacy in teaching the laws of mo- 
rality and religion to the African Princes, if they 
licardit, I might content myfelf with afking him 
itpoh what ground he would have us believe, 
fhat thdfe African Princes claim fuch authority ? 
and call upon him to produce fome inftances of 
*heir having exercifed, or attempted to exercife it* 
, But I do not wi(h to cavil, and therefore will go 
on to prove, by a fair (late of fafts, that Mr, 
"Clarkfon is miftaken in his aflertion, and that the 
princes and great men on • the coaft of Africa, 
neither claim or txcvcKe fuch an authority, ^v^ry 
trader to the coaft knows, that the free fubjefts of 
the princes who rule there, are not fold for flaves, 
tinlefs they cannot fatisfy their creditors ; or have 
been guilty of fome crime. Nay, Mr. Clark-. 
fon*s^ correfpondent laft mentioned, implies as 
much ; he fays, " they had fome free Negroes 
" with them;" which fhews there is a diftinftion 
of freemen ditidjlaves in Africa; and the authors 
before quoted, not only fliew that free people arc 
not fold, but that they very feldorn fell their own 
houfchold flaves, upon the coaft*; nor have any 

but 

♦ Jobfon fays, " Though, in /om^ parts pf 

«* Africa, they fell the flaves bctn in the family, yet, on the 
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but the nobles, and pcQpk of condition, a right to 
trade in flaves, or buy and fell them. The free 
fubjedts then, of the African princes, ynlefs in- 
cluded in one or other of the clafllrs beforc-mcu- 
tionedj who altogether make but a very fmall 
number of the whole, form no part of thofe fent 
to the European colonies. It is clear, however, 
from the hiftory we have of Africa, that the peo- 
ple on the coaft poflefs flave$, which they fome- 
times fell, though not very often j but tha^ 
by far the greater part of thofe fold to the 
Europeans^ are brought from the inland coun« 
tries. 

Of thefe inland countries the Europeans have 
very little knowledge. " The MundingoeSy and 
f^ the natives of Galam, who trade to Bamhuk^ 
*^ know their Qwn intereft too well ta introduce 
5* ftrangers, who would firft fhare' the profits of 
'f.fo advantageous a commerce, and perhaps, 
^} when once eftablilhed, entirely exclude them*. 
'^ Aft. p. 145. As they were jealous of the fub- 
f' jedls oit\it Siraticy their neighbours, though of 

'5 river Gambia, they think it a very wicked thing : he never. 
" heard of but one that ever fold a family (lave, except for. 
*' fach crimes as they would have been fold for if they had 
V been free. If one of the family (laves (where there ar^ 
<< many) commits a crime, and the matter fells him for it, 
f* without the confent of the reft, they will all ron away, 
l\ and be prote&ed ia the next kingdom." 
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" the fame colour and religion, it was eafy to 
** imagine they would be more afraid of Euro- 
*' peans. Befides the people of Bambuk were 
** perfeftly acquainted with the value of their 
*' country i for this reafon they fuffer none to 
enter on any account^ except a fmall number 
of people, who bring them fuch neceffarics as 
they have not among themfelves. p. 1242. 
f. 147. The Jonkos or merchants (fays Moore) 
are very unwilling to tell much of the inland 
country ; but they dare not travel on the caft 
** fide of the river Futime^ as the Negroes are fo 
" miflruftful, that they fuffer nobody to enter 
*' their country, but with the utmoft caution/* 
•* The merchants, we are fold, in fdme years, 
*^ bring down the Gambia y flaves to the number 
** of 2000 5 moft of which, they fay, are taken 
*' prifoners of war 5 thefe they buy from the dif- 
" ferent princes, who take them. Many of them 
*^ are Bombrongs*^ and Pecbaris j nations which 
** differ in language, and come from agreatway 
*' inland. Their way of bringing them, is tying 
** them by the neck with leathern thongs, at 
" about a yard diftance from each other, thirty 
^* or forty in a firing ; having generally a bundle 
♦* of corn, or an elephant's tooth, in their hands, 
^^ In their way from the mountains, they travel 

* Bombaras^ 

through 
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** through great woods ^ where, as there is no water 
*^ to be found, they carry it with them in Ikin bags/* 
** This we take to be the origin of the pathetic 
defcription we meet with in the EJfay^ p. ii% and 
119. There, Mr, Clarkfon tell us of" three of 
*^ thefc flaves being r^S^i^/^^// together ; they were 
** the father and two fons. The wife, and two 
^^ other children, w^ere killed in the attack ; and 
^^ the grandfather, not being fo able, on account of 
** his age, was left bleeding on the fpot. Thirty 
'^ others are the remains of a numerous tribe, all 
^' the red being killed in the fame fkirmifh/' 
f.i2Q. The reft, he tells us, were chained in pairs ; 
and they are defer i bed to be ** lafhed forward by. 
their drivers. They fpeak a language unknown 
to the people on the coaft 5 and they are pur- 
chafed, with fpirituous liquors, of a very diftant 
prince. Many of them are loaded with Ele- 
phants teeth, yillhzd {kin bags upon their backs, 
" becaufe, travelling from the great mountains, 
through barren Jandsy fsfr. they were obliged to 
carry water and provifions with them ; notwith- 
ftanding which, many periflied ; fome by hun- 
ger, but the greateft part by fatigue, coming 
" from fuch an amazing diftance, as that the 
*' journey could fcarce be completed in feven 
*^ moons.'* — To heighten this pidture, Mr. Clark- 
fon tells us of an unfortunate convift, among the 
flaves, who lived only five days journey from the 
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fa£torjr, condemned to flavefy, for having roufea 
the game too footiy when huntmg with the king.— ^ 
His wife and children^ left they Ihould hare the 
punifhment extended to theni, which Mr. Clark- 
ibn fays, is not unufual, fled into the woods^ 
Vrhere they were all devoured.-^ln the facetious 
Dean Swift's receipt ta make an epic poemj the 
poet is diredted to furnilh his hero with' all the 
virtues 5 and if they cannot be reduced to a con- 
fiftency, to lay thertiall in a heap upon him. Mr. 
Clarkfon feems to have profited by this advice, in 
more than one part of his Effay. Here we fee 
him accumulating all kinds of cruelty, and every 
kind of oppreffion and barbarity, to lay them in 
an heap upon the Slave Merchants. We fhall find 
him hereafter proceeding in the fame manner to 
load the Planters. But may not a man, of plain 
common fenfe^ a(k Mr. Clatkfoni whether the 
coJlefting together, into one farrago, every idle 
ftory, and every conjefture, niade by the mariy 
different authors cited by AJiley^ in the courfe of 
commerce heretofore carried on for more than a 
century, and charging them all as fafts comniitted 
by the Merchant of the prefent day, is giving a 
View of the Hiftory of Slavery ? is fuch conduft 
confifient either with the fidelity of an hiflorian^ 
or with common honcfty ? would it not have been 
fairer to have delivered the particulars (if neceflary 
to have mentioned them, at all) in the manner in 
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which they^ 'v^crc related by the original author of 
the accounts ? But probat;)ly Mr. Clarkfon will 
fay^ that fair mode of tranfcribing would nat have 
anfwered bis purpofe j that, if feparatejy taken, 
they would not have, excited fo large a quantity of 
difguft and horror as it was his purpofe to raife. ia^ 
the paflive aiind of his readers. This .we believe, 
might have been the cafe. To (hew that it would^. 
let us examine Mr. Moore\ account before^mea^ 
tioned with a little attention. 

The Mundingoes are the greateft .^ merchants - 

upon the windward coaft. We have feen,.that. 

they are very cautious of fufFering ftrangersto 

inform themfelvcs of any thing refpefting the 

inland country ; and Monfieur Briie tells us, " thar^ 

** notwithftanding the French have had better op- 

" portunities than other pebple of difcovering 

" the inland trade, and finding the fourcc of the 

Niger y and whether it is the fame with the S^n^^ 

gal, or the Gambiay they have not been able to 

" fucceed i the accounts of the natives thcm- 

felves being fo different, proceeding either 

from their ignorance in the geography of their 

country, or a dejign to dijcourage fir angers from 

attempting a commerce, which might ruin their 

** own." Is it not then very probable, that the 

account given by thefe people to Mr. Moore, that 

the Negroes they conduced down the Gambia 

were prifoners of war, and purchafed by them of 
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pHnces continually at war with each other^ was 
fabricated to deceive the Europeans^ and check 
riieir defire, or endeavour, to vifit thofe inland 
markets, from which we are told they are fo cau- 
tioufly excluded ? * Mr. Moore tells us, fome of 
diefe flavcs, fo brought down the Gambia, differ 
in language i but from whom ? One would natu- 
rally conclude, from the words he ufes, that they 
differ in language from each other ; or, perhaps, 
from the Mundingoes themfelves, whofe language 
is almoft as univerfally fpoken, all over Senegam^ 
Kay and the greateil part of the windward coaft, 
as the French is in Europe, Mr. Clarkfon from 

* This jealoufy feems to^ prevail in a remarkable degree 
tliroQghout all the Negro commnnities bordering on the 
coaft.— Thus, Snelgrove informi us, that, obferving fome 
Malays at the king of Dahomf^ camp, who, he had heard, 
were great travellers and Jnland traders, and on his exprefCng 
m deiire to have fome difcourfe with them, he was difluaded 
by his lingaiil, and told it would give offence to the Dabo» 
man General. Now here was no reafonable caufe of umbrage 
as far as we can judge, except the General's probable appre* 
l^eniion, that fuch a private conference might lead to a dif- 
dofore of thofe interior channels of trade, which the Negro 
princes confider for their advantage to conceal from adive» 
lagaciousy powerful, and enterprlzing /Iraogers.^-This flata-i> 
lal caution, indeed, is no more than we fee operating every 
day in our own country, where merchants, ihopkeepers, and 
traders, of all denominations, are very careful to conceal the 
prime coft of their goods, and to wrap their profeflional ma* 
■fleuvres ia a veil of myflery. 

hence 
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Keiice takes occafionto defcribe a' greatntlmb( f of 
thefe flavcs, from the inland country, as talking a 
language nobody ori the coaft can underftand. 
Thfe tying them, or tethering them together, with 
leathern thongs, (in itfelf rather an improbable 
ftory, as fo Ihort a leafli would rendcfr it very 
difficult for the flaves to travel commodiouflyi) will 
not fatisfy Mr. Clarkfon : he converts thefe lea- 
thern thongs into iron chains ; well knowing that 
leather may eafily be cut or broken, and con- 
fequently not ib fit to confine prifoners of war, 
who probably would not fubmit to be held by fuch 
flender tyes; nor^ indeed,. would any other of 
mankind, in fuch si fituation^ who chofe to fet 
themfelves at liberty. Mr. Moore and Mr. Clark- 
fon do not differ fo much in their accounts of the 
flaves bringing their provifions and water with 
them, through the inhofpitable places they mult 
pafs in their journey, where neither the one or the 
other were to be met with. Mr. Moore calls thefe 
places " woods \' Mr. Clarkfon *^ barren fandsi ** 
which really founds more like Africa : Jtnd as 
Mr. Moore's ftory is, as he tells us, from hear -Jay 
only, perhaps Mr. Clarkfon's alteration is advan- 
tageous to his furpofei it certainly makes the 
journey feem more hot and unpleafant, and the 
poor travellers will want a greater fupply of wa- 
ter ; fo that their facks ought to be proportion- 
ably larger ; but, be it as it may, the conftraining 
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people to take provifions with them^ when they 
mull be ftarved if they do not, is a fpecics of 
cruelty, I will not undertake to juftify s though^ 
I ought in juftice, to own, that even, by Mr. 
Clarkfon's own account, they do not fo much 
overjoad them, but that many of them, from thia 
negative humanity ^ perifh with hunger on the road. 
The lajhing them forward till they croud toge- 
ther like bullocks driven to a fair, we do not ob- 
ferve noticed in any of the other hiftories of 
Africa} certainly not in Mr. Moore's account. 
Mr. Clarkfon will therefore be intitlcd to the whole 
merit of introducing tharembellifhment into his 
dcfcription. I think, however, he might as ^ell 
have omitted the ftory of thefe merchants purchaf- 
ingthe (laves with/pirituous liquor Sy at fuch amazing 
diftances from the coaft ; bccaufe they are a very 
bulky commodity J our Englifh fmugglers find 
them fo i but in fo hot a climate as Africa, they 
would be apt to evaporate too copioufly in a. 
/even month' s journey . On this comparative view 
of Mr. Moore and Mr. Clarkfon, who is there that 
does not fee that the latter has borrowed from the 
former, and, by way of intereft, has thrown in a 
lumping addition of fuch fcraps as he has been 
induftrious to glean from different ftories, fcatter- 
ed in different authors, with fundry little fupple- 
mental touches of his own, in order to agitate 

the pairio{i$ of the public, and inS^me them to 
. . the 
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the dcftruftion of the Britifli Merchants trading 
with Africa ! Yet all that can be reafonably con- 
cludedf cither from Moore^ or any of the various 
hiftorians referred to, in the courie of this and 
Mr. Clarkfon's Efay, is, that flaves, gold, and 
ivory, come from parts of the country very dif- 
tant from the weftern coaft ; that even Malayans 
are among thofe Negro traders who bring down 
thefe commodities to the maritime dates ; and 
that it is probable the terrible tales of the immenfe 
journies, of the prodigious difficulties that occur 
by the way, and of the bloody and inceflfant wars 
of the different princes through whofe territories 
thefe traders muft neceflarily pafs, are invented, 
by the inland merchants, in concert with the Ne- 
gro chiefs, to keep their commerce as much as 
poflTible in their own hands. 

I Ihall now proceed to fhew, that there is 
no occafion to have recourfe to the defpotic 
authority of the African princes, to provide the 
traders, on the coaft, with the flaves they fup- 
ply to the European colonies in America. 

It is from the concurrent teftlmony of all the 
authors of the voyages coUefted by AJileyj we may 
affirm, the flaves are chiefly fupplied from the 
inland countries. In particular, Smytbe fays, 
in his voyage, p. 135, ** j^kra feldom fails of 
** a great trade from the inland countries^ efpe- 
** cially fcr flaves, whereof feveral are fuppofed 
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*^ to be brought from very far ; bccaufe it is not 
uncommon to find a Malayan, and fometimes 
two, among a parcel of thefe flaves/ The 
MaliTf people were originally natives of Malac* 
ca, the largeft promontory in Afia, which lies 
" between Borneo and Sumatra." lb. p. 438- 

To fliew the number of flaves the Cabolhiers, 
or great' men, have, Loyer tells us, that each 
of the three generals of the Jfini h^d 500 or 600 
flaves i and the captains, or leffer Cabofhiers, 
from 2$ to 60 each. 

In defcribing the different conditions of the 
people on the Gold Coaft, the authors of the 
Modern Univerfal Hiftory tell us, vol. 17. p. 141, 
*^ The fifth clafs confilts of the flaves; thofe 
** who have been fold as fuch by their parents ; 
*^ thofe who have been born flaves 5 or thofe who, 
through poverty, have been reduced to this 
unhappy condition." " The Whidane/e priefts 
" are faid to breed flaves, and fell them to vaft 
*^ advantage ; and fo do alfo the principal people 
** throughout the coaft of Africa." Vol. 16. 
p. 419. It is clear, from what has been before 
faid, that very few but thefe kind of people were 
ever fold to the Europeans s and the commerce is 
now upon fo much better a footing, that it is 
much lefs likely to happen than formerly. But 
certainly the greater number of flaves purchafcd at 
prefent, are thofe perfons who are compelled to 
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fell their liberty for fubfiftehce. That a whole 
nation, in that quarter of the globe, did fo dif- 
pofe of thcnnfclves heretofore, Mr. Ckrkfon will 
not difpute. If fuch an event once happened in 
the fertile country of Egypt, where agriculture 
was underftood and pradifed, and which was 
heretofore the granary of the world, from whence 
in particular, we learn, the inhabitants of Canaan^ 
frequently afflidled with faniine, ufed to be fup- 
plied, how very probable is it, that it fhould fre- 
quently happen, even yearly, in .the countries 
within the torrid zone, where the extremes of 
drought or moifture are equally pernicious to ve- 
get^tion^ If too long a continuance of dry wea- 
ther happens, the moft ikilful and attentive culti- 
vation pf the earth, \yill not occafion it to pro- 
duce fufficient to npurifh the inhabitants ; and if 
the rains are too ^bunflant, or continue tqo long, 
the feed is rotted in the groynd, or the grain 
fpoiled before it can be gathered in \ or, perhaps, 
when there is every appearance pf an abundant 
harveft, the whole may be deftroyed by the cater- 
pillars, or palmer wormy or devoured by locufts, 
or other vermin. In fome part or other, there- 
fore, of this great country, it is more than pro- 
bable, one orother of the above-mentioned caufes, 
may occafion the inhabitants to v>ant the neceffa- 
' ries of life, even (hould they not feel the extremi* 
fi(i qf famine -, which is very likely, as the fefti- 
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lity of the land in fuch countries, when thefeafons 
are favourable, renders very little labour fufficient 
to procure the inhabitants a redundancy of fub- 
fiftence ; and the warmth of the country, joined 
to the eafe with which they can procure nourifh-. 
nient in common feafons, encourages that idle- 
ntfs^ natural to perfons living in an uncultivated 
ftate. That fuch is really the cafe will be evident. 
The Univerfal Mod. Hift. voh i6. p. 157, men- 
tions a famine on the Gold Coaft in the 15th 
*^ century, occafioncd by locufts, which covered 
*^ the earth in fuch fwarms, and To confipletely 
*' devoured the fruits of it, that they not only 
*^ did not leave one blade of grafs or grain 
** of corn, but the very leaves and bark of their 
" palm and other trees were eaten up, which re- 
*^ duced them to fuch extremity, that the parents 
*f were forced to decimate their children, and fell 
'^ one to help to fupport the reft ; infomuch, that 
*^ the markets for (laves were fo overftocked, that 
^f the Portuguefe merchants had not (hips to tranf- 
*' port .them to the Brazils ^ infomuch that the 
*^ kingdom muft have been depopulated by the 
" famine, and the peftilence which followed, had 
** not the Portuguefe come to their afliftance, 
*^ and furniftied them with proper phyfic, and 
" wholcfome food. So dreadful was the mifera- 
" ble condition of the people, that many perfons 

^* of equality, and even princes of the blood, vo- 
ce 
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luntarily fold themfelves for flaves, and fub- 
»* micted to be fent chained, to the Portuguefc 
" plantations, with the confimon herd, in hopes 
" to meet with fome relief, even in this fad ex- 
^^ change of mifery.'* In vol. ij. p. 323, it is 
faid, ** The oppreffion of the government does 
^* not a little increafe the natural indolence of 
*^ the Negroes. They are at little pains to cul- 
** tivate and improve their lands. They hardly 
** till enough to fupply their wants, but make up 
*' the deficiendy by roots, fruits, and herbage; 
*' and hence I we may perceive the reafon, why 
*^ they are afflifted with Jucb frequent dearths and 
'^ f^tfiine, of which the Europeans beheld adifmal, 
** but, to them, profitable inftance in 1675, when 
*^ fathers fold themfelves, their wives, children, 
^* and connexions, only for a fmall pittance of 
" food, to relieve the immediate craving of 
^\ hunger. This was the mod calamitous famine 
*' that had ever been felt by any people. They 
** not only fold*, but eat, their neareft relations ; 
*^ and the ftrongeft, like wild beads, preyed upon 
*^ the weaker.*' This famine was experienced 
by the inhabitants of the countries upon the 
rivers Senegal and Gambia. Broeck tells us, 
*' that, in 1706, fo large a flight of locufts flew 
" over Port D'i\.li, that the air was darkened 
^^ above an hour. Thefe infefls fo deftroyed the 
f^ fruits of the earth, that they came to no ma- 
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^f . turity J and the famine w^s fo great, that pa- 
*' rents fold their children for flaves." The au- 
thor " faw feveral bought for a meafufe pf wheat 
*' a head, which was not above a hatful/' 

a Aft. p. 195. In Scibbs's voyage we find an 
account, " that^ on the 25th of December, 1723, 
at noon, a vaft fwaf m of Jocufts rofe to the 
weftji and came as far as; Jillifray. The next 
day in the afternoon, having devoured all the 
herbage about Jillifray, this fw^m rofe and . 
flew up the river, to the eafl:^ They fpread 
*f at leall four miles, darl^ening the air fo, that 
•' neither fky or woods wefe perceptible." 
Adanjon tells us he had an opportunity, in Fe- 
bruary, 1750, pf obferving, " for the firft'time, 
^^ the ipifchief done by locyfts, that fcourge fo 
*' dreadful in hot climates* — A cloud of locufts 
f ^ raifed about 20 or 30 fathorps from the ground, 
*^ and covering an extent pf feveral leagues, ypon 
f^ which it poured a fliowcr of thefe infefts, which 
*^ fell to devouring whilp they refted themfelves, 
and then refumed their flight. They fpread 
defolafipn wherever they came. After dcypurr 
f* ing the herbage, with the fruits and leaves of 
f * trees, they attacked even the buds ^nd the very 
f^ bark. They did not fo much as ipare the 
5' reeds, with which the huts were thatched, not-^ 
ff withftandin^ that thefe were fo dry." 
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P. 647, Aftley tells us, ^' that there are but 
*' few flaves on the Gold Coaft; none but the 
^' kings, or nobles, being permitted to buy or 
^* fell any* Thefe flaves are generally fuch 
*^ wretches as, through poverty, are obliged to 
^^ fell themfelves to the grandees or nobles (who 
'^ are the only merchants) to prevent ftarving« 
** Thefe matters mark them with their own 
*^ ftamp.'*Tr-To Ihew that the people of this 
dillridt in general are free, it is remarked^ 
that the natives will not be called EtbiopiaffSp 
(which they fay is a name of reproach, only pro- 
per for flaves), but freUos, or blacks« Is not 
this a proof that the generality of the flaves come 
ffom places very far inland, even from Ethiopia ? 

I flatter myfelf, I have now fliewn, agreeable 
to nay undertaking, that flavery always exifted in 
the world. That the emancipation of flaves^ ia 
Europe^ was not owing to Chriftianity. That 
flavery was not aboliflied, in Europe, in the j 2th 
century, nor even at the time of the Porfugupfe 
difcoveries. That, therefore, they did not re- 
vive that commerce, nor were the frjf who 
carried the jifri^ans into flavery. That they only 
diverted a part of that commerce from the eafl: to 
the weft part of thajt continent, by doing whiph, 
they have enabled the Chriftians to purchafe fome 
pf thofe flaves which would otherwife h^ve been 
fold to the Mahome4ans : for we are told. Mod. 
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Univ, Hifi. n). t6. p^ 64. ^' that the Arabs, who 
**^ trade to thofe rich and opulent kingdoms of 
•' Africa^ that are known only to themfelves, 
♦* bring from thence great numbers of flaves, 
^^ none of which they will fell at any price to 
*' ChriJiianSy left they fiiould induce them to quit 
" the Mahomedan religion/' Perhaps, as a 
Chriftian divine, xealous for the ccnverfion of the 
Negroes, Mr. Clarkfon may be alarmed at fo 
many more of them being made Mahomedans, 
(if the European trade with Africa fhould ceafe,) 
who now have Jome chance of being made Chrif- 
lians. 

1 have alfo ftiewn that the inhabitants of the 
Weft Coaft have been fo far civilized, by their 
intercourfe with the Europeans, that they have 
entirely (and the people* within land, in a great 
meafure) defifted from the abominable practice of 
immolating and eating their prifoners; that the 
value of the flaves, on the coaft, is fo increafed, 
that there can be little doubt of their being more 
cherifhed than before ; that, fo far are the Euro- 
peans from exciting the people to go to war, for 
thepurpofe of procuring prifoners y fuch wars are 
deftruftive of their commerce ; and that the ftorles 
told by people, who bring the flaves from the in- 
land countries, of their being prifoners of war, are 
\n all probability falfe; and furely, it muft ap-* 
pear highly improbable that a f(?w traders coul4 
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bring down a number of people, through diffe- 
rent petty ftates, if thofc fo brought down were 
not flaves, willing to travel, contented with their 
lotj and accuftomed to it, and, unlefs the trade 
was fo regulated, as that the Merchants had free 
paffage and proteflion, on payment to the fove*- 
reigns of the countries theypafled through, of 
reafonable and fettled duties. If we have fatisfied 
our readers in thefe points, we may be allowed to 
confider, what would be the confequence of ah^ 
UJhing this trade, if England was competent to do 
it ? or even of diminifliing the commerce in any 
great degree ? clearly, the returning the whole of 
it into the antient channel, which never has been 
entirely (hut, and obliging the natives, who pof- 
fes flaves, to difpofc of them to the Moors and 
Arabs; the leflening their value to a very great 
degree, and inducing the inhabitants to return to 
their old cuftom of facrificing them on the graves 
of their mafters, or of their princes 5 oroffuflfer- 
ing thoufands to die when a famine happens, for 
want of being able otherwife to get rid of them. 

That the former is even a probable fuppofition> 
cannot be doubted by any one who is acquainted 
with the cuftoms of the Negroes, even thofe born 
in the Weft Indies, not excepting many who have 
been baptized. It is their ufage annually to vifit 
the graves of friends and relations. They pluck 
$he weeds from them j and fuch of theni as have 
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*ftoncs ar brick works over them, (which arc verjr 
many in this town,) they whiten and adorn .-«« 
They kill (I may with propriety fay, Jacrifice) 
iheep, hogs, goats, or poultry, according to their 
ahtlities, fprinkling the blood upon the graves^ 
and throwing water and bread thereon, to regale 
the fpiritsf of their departed friends, which they 
confider a duty, before they prefume to feaft 
tificnpfdves. Having heard much of thefe cere- . 
monies, i once had the curiolity to go, at the 
dawn of day, to the Negroe Burying ground, at 
Spring Patby and was an eye witnefs, of the above 
feft, and afked one of the people I faw fo em- 
ployed, an jijhanti woman, to appearance between 
30 and 40 years old, whether they contented them- ^ 
ielves with killing fuch animals on the graves of 
their ffienda in her country ? She candidly an-.- 
fwered me, that they fometimes put their flaves to 
death, efpccially if from dreams or other caufesj^ 
they had reafon to think their friends ftqod in 
.need of the fervice of fuch flaves in the other world, 
' I afked her whether they would do fo in Jainai(;a^ 
if they were permitted ? She replied *' to be fure, 
•f Majfai but you know we have no power here J* 
I. afked her if flie concqived that her deceafed 
friends could profit by fuch proceedings ? fhe faid, 
*f fure, Maffa-s we foolifh Negroes think fQ." \ 
^nfwered, that fhe ought to have learned better 
frQm %\ic pxample 9/ the whites, amongfl whon\ 
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(tie muft have lived fo long, from the goodnefs of 
her language. Her reply was very rennarkable. 
Majfa, the Boccaras * no drcfs up their church 
with boughs this day? ?7>/j our church." Front 
this narrative, it is probable, that, if the prefent 
European exportation of flaves Ihould be di (con- 
tinued, the whole number of flaves ufually fo ob- 
tained, which are faid to be about 70,000 per 
annum, will be annually murdered. If thcfe 
fhonld be the confequences of the prefent enthu- 
'fiaftic ardour, with which the gentlemen in the 
Old Jewry are inflamed, what excufe could they 
make to humanity, and to the Chriftian religion, 
for having thus re-eftablifhed fuch diabolical/^m- 
Ji£es ? 

Tantum, Religio fotuit fuadere malorum ? 

* White people. 
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LETTER VII. 

}ainaifia> Kof, iS» X78t« - 

Dear Sir, 

I BELIEVE you will acknowledge that, in 
my former letters, I have fairly met Mr. 
Clarkfon upon bis own ground, I have chiefly 
availed myfelf of the authorities he himfelf has 
quoted, in confutation of his accufations againft 
the Britiih Merchants trading to Africa. I have 
ihcwn that, in quoting fuch his authorities, he ha$ 
been guilty of a /u;pprejJio vert, which a religious 
man would confider in the fame light as hearing 
falje witne/s ; and he has done this, as we may 
conclude from bis own acknowledgement, in his 
Vi^v of the Hiftory of Slavery, to /ervc a purpofe. 
We find too, that purpoje was, to calumniate 
thofe -who trade in, or poflefs flaves ; with what 
juftice, as to the firft, we have feen. I have un- 
dertaken to fhew, that he is equally culpable for 
hi& abufe of the Planters in the Weft India Iflands. 
Before 1 enter on that part of my tafk, it will not 
be. improper to take notice, that, if even the 
authorities of which Mr. Clarkfon has availed 
himfelf, had been fairly cited, and been fufficient 
to have juftified the conclufions he has drawn, 
from the unjuft and partial reprefentations which 
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he has giveh of them, yet, they would not havd 
applied to the prefent ftate of the African Trade, 
any more than the Hiftory of Ruflia, before the 
time of Peter the Great, would be confident with 
the prefent fituation of that empire. The latcft of 
the authors quoted by Mr. Clarkfon, who have 
traded to Africa, is Mr. Moore, who was one of 
the Factors on the Gambia in the year 1730, . and 
left it in 1735, upwards of 50 years ago. Smith 
refided in Africa ten years earlier, and Bbjman 
near a century ago. Adanjon^ indeed, was in 
Scnegambia in 1750, but he fpeaks nothing of 
the Slave Trade. The authors of fome of the 
voyages in Aftley^s CoUeftion, are as early as the 
15th century. Will any body fuppofe that, 
when the manners, not only of the inhabitants of 
Great Britain, but of all Europe, are ^c^ much 
changed and foftened within thefe 50 years, that 
thofe alone of the people trading to Africa^ 
Ihould continue to be as barbarous as when 
Blackbeard, Avery, Cochlin, Davis, Roberts, 
and a number of other pirates and interlopers, 
made the trade not only of Africa, but all com- 
merce and navigation, unfafc ? Though my de- 
fire to convince you that the trade fo m^uch cen- 
fured, was not carried on with the circumftances 
of barbarity and cruelty faid to attend it, induced 
me not to advantage myfelf of fo fair an excep- 
tion to Mr. Clarkfon's quotations from writers fo 
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antient (the infidelity of which is not eafily liaWc 
to detedlion, for want of references, and becaufe 
they arc only known to be quotations by inverted 
commas, and which confift of parts of different au- 
thors, who wrote at various and different times, put 
together, and unfairly fhewn to the public, as the 
affertions of one and the fame original author,) I 
fhall not confider myfelf precluded from making 
objedlions of the fame kind, to the defcription the 
Effayift gives of the flavery of the Africans in the 
European Colonies in America. " Here, too, he is 
guilty of the fame unfair dealing : he marks his 
garbled quotations in the fame manner by inverted 
commas, but he neither tells us his authorities, 
nor the particular colony where, or the times 
when, thofe fa6ts are faid to have happened, which 
he adduces as proofs of the tyranny and cruelty 
of the Weft Indians. We have, on all thefe oc- 
cafions, a right to deny fuch fafts, or to fuppofe 
them to have happened fo long ago, that the truth 
or falfity of them are equally unimportant to the 
prefent queftion. As for all fuch of his general 
affertions, refpefting the inhuman condu<% of the 
Planters towards their flaves as I can fix to time 
and place, I have no doubt but I fhall be able to 
Ihew the falfity or abfurdity of them, fo far as they 
may affe6t the colonifts in general. 

In purfuance of my undertaking I begteaye^ to 
f emark;^ that iri Mn Clarkfon's preface, with the 
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fansewant of candour which I have been obJiged 
fo frequently to point out^ he has afierced, and 
thereby endeavoured to induce his readers to be- 
lieve, " that the pious bifhop of Chiapa^ Barth. 
*^ de las Cajas^ in the 15th century, feems to have 
*^ been among the firft of thofe who humanely. 
*' exerted themfelves to fupprefs the abjc6t per- 
^^ fonal flavery introduced in the original culci- 
«' vation of the European Colonies in the Weftern 
** World." What opinion will the public enter- 
tain of Mr. Clarkfon's integrity, when they arc 
told, as the fa<5t is, that the introdudlion of the 
African flaves into the colonies, was firft con- 
ceived and. recommended by this very " amiable^ 
^^ man ?" It is true, he made a fpeech to Charles 
the Vth in favour of the Indians ; accufing thofer 
Spaniards, who treattd them with cruelty, in 
terms of afpcrity, which they too juftly merited : 
but to ftiew what was the conduft of the bifhop of 
Cbiapa, I refer you to Mr, de la Harpers AbregS 
del'Hiftoire General de Voyages^ torn* 10. p* 149. 
Las Cafas r^fplut audi top de faire le voyage de 
Flandres pour inftruirele Prince Charles, avant 
qu'on cut penfe a le prevenir. Cepcndant d'autres 
confideraiions, ne lui permettant de faire cette 
demarche fans I'agren^ent du Cardinal Ximenes, 
qui venait d'etre declare regent du royaume, \\ 
prit le parti de Taller voir a Madrid. II le trouva 
Uc$ b|q^ difpof^ en fa faveur, mais fon voyago 
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de Flandres n'en fut pas approxive. Ix Cardinal 
apres I'avoir entendu, s'occnpa d'un nouvcau 
plan d'adminiftration, dont il conBa le foin aux 
freres Hyeronymites, dans Tifle Hifpaniole. Dans 
cc nouvcau plan les Americains ecaient declares 
libres et tous les reglcmcns tcndaient a adoucir 
Icur fort. Les cfclavcs des principaux deparce- 
mens, furent mis en liberte : mais les departmcns 
nc furent pas formcllemeut abolis, quoique rc- 
ftraints par beaucoup de loix favorables aux pcu- 
ples conquis : Les Hyeronynnites quoique revetds 
d'une atitorite abfolue n'eurent pas le courage die 
maintenir ces loix dans toute leur vigeur elles 
furent bientot eludees ct tous les abus continue- 
rent des que la nouvelle adminiftration eut declare 
qu*on ne toiicherait point aux dcpartennens. Le 
2ele de Las Cafas fe ralluma, II repaffa en Ef- 
pagne, et trouvant les obftacles de tous cotes, il 
propo/a de faire exploiter les aniilles par des negres. 
11 eil ajGTcs Extraordinaire, que Las Cafas imagina 
qu'on avoit plus de droit fur la liberte des negres, 
que fur celle des Americains, 

Mr. Woolmatiy and Mr. Bene^et^ were of a per- 
fuafion who hold very rcm^rk^ble tenets. They 
preached againft flavery. The members of their 
fociety hold tx^ar and law/nits to be equally unlaw* 
ful i vice and immorality of all kinds are furely 
alfo, to be condemned J but in fpite of the pious 
endeavours of the Quakersj and every other 
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preacher, fuch is the natvire of man, thefe evils wUl 
all cxift as long as the world endures. As to Mr* 
Benezety I do not believe he ev^r was in the Weft 
Indies, or had any knowledge of the treat- 
ment the flayes of the Planters receive there. That; 
it is in fome partkular inftances, fuch as it ought 
^lot to be, there is no doubt : but where is the 
country where the weak are not oppreffed by the 
firong ? Much would that perfon nrierit who could 
efFeftually prevent it 5 till that is done, the man 
who depends on another's will or caprice for his 
daily fubfiftance, whether he be white or black, 
is in fuch a ftate of fervitude as may juftly be called 
flavery. That abfolute flavery Sir William Black- 
ftone reprobates, which ** puts the life of one huma^i 
f^ being in the power of another," does not exift 
in the Colonies \ and we willingly affent to that 
learned judge's declaration, that it ought not to 
exift any where. Every man of feeling, every 
man of humanity, though convinced of the 
propriety of the exiftence of fervitude or flavery, 
differently modified in different parts of the world^ 
will rejoice at every wholefome and proper regu- 
lation, which niay increafe the; happinefs, and in- 
fure the proteftion, of thofe people, who are 
placed by the Providence of God in a fervile con- 
dition, and fecure them from the oppreffion of 
their mafters or fuperiors. It is, however, diffi- 
cult to attain fo defirable an end i nor are thofe whq 
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ire unacqiiainted with the nature, the tempers, 
^nd refourccs of the poor of diftant countries, in 
any degree capable of fo arduous an undertaking. 
The injury which Mr. Grenville Sharpe/s in- 
difcreet zeal, to procure the freedom of the Ne- 
gro fcrvants who went to England, occafioned 
thofe unhappy people to fufFer by confidering 
themTelves as freemen, and by that means forfeit- 
ing the proteftion of their mafters, without ac- 
quiring any other ; and from thence, undergoing 
the extremities of cold and hunger, is yet to 
be deplored. Mifchiefs fimilar to what thofe » 
people experienced, who were thus feduced from 
their duty, and their happinefs, by the fpecious 
name of liberty, (if the emancipation of the 
ilaves in the colonies was to take place, as feems 
to be the wifh of Mr. Clarkfon and Mr. Ramfay,) 
would mod certainly be the confequence. Mr. 
Ramfay, who knows fomeching of the Weft In- 
dies, acknowledges it. He fays, " it would be 
** both inhuman and impolitic, to make a flave 
*' free who cannot earn an honeft living." He 
muft know little of the generality of Negro, or 
any other flaves, who will fuppofe they will work 
without compulfion. It is for this very reafon 
Mr. Ramfay himfelf feems to confider his fcheme 
as an Utopian one. Mr. Clarkfon, in proportion 
to his fmaller degree of knowledge, is more poli- 
tive, more violent, and more injurious in his 
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expreffions. Mr. Ramfay's performance (not- 
withftanding Mr. Clarkfon's aflcrrions to the con- 
trary) is certainly proved, by Mr. Tcitn, to be 
replete with errors and exaggerations. . Mr. 
Clarkfon tells us, " that gentleman perufed alt 
*' . the colonial laws, to find any favourable claufes, 
** by which the grievances of flaves would be 
*^ rcdrefled ; but he was feverely difappointed in 
** his purfuit." Why did Mr. Clarkfon rely on 
Mr. Ramfay's word, and hot examine thofe laws 
himfclf ? he had the fapcie means of recurriag to 
them that Mr. Ramfay had ! I venture to fay, 
that, if he had examined them himfelf, he would 
have found Mr. Ramfay to be miftaken. He 
praifes Mr. Ramfay for having written his book 
at the expence of forfeiting thofe fricndfhips which 
he had contraftcd by a long refidence in the Weft- 
Indies. Others fay he wrote the book in queftion, 
to fhcw his refentment againft thofe people, with 
whom he had lived, and had, from his cooduft, 
made almoft the whole of them his enemies. 
Whether Mr. Ramfay's private fortune has been 
hurt or benefited by his book, is of no impor- 
tance to the queftion in difpute 5 which is, whether 
his account of the treatment flaves receive in 
the Weft Indies^ is fuch as Mr. Ramfay and Mr. 
Clarkfon ftate it to be ? or whether Mr. Tobin's 
account, which every man acquainted with the 
Well Ind.cs will confirm, be confiftent with truth ? 
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Wc rely not on the evidence of planters and mer- 
chants in our favour, but on that of the gover- 
nors and admirals who have been refidentj and 
ftationed many years, among us* Yet we infift 
that merchants and planters are fully as competent 
and difinterefted witneffes, as men irritated by re- 
fentment, or writing for an academical prize* 
Even were there no fuch exceptions againft thefe 
two gentlemen, they could not expeft candid 
people would not perceive the language of them 
both to be that of prejudice and pafTion. 

Mr. Clarkfon, in his eager defire to defanne the 
gentlemen in the Sugar Colonics, is hardy enough 
to aflcrt, '* that he has had the very beft means of 
" information on the fubjeft, having the pleafure 
of being acquainted with many, both in the 
naval and military departments, as well as with 
feveral others, who have been long acquainted 
*' with America and the Weft India Iflands. The 
*' fadts, therefore, that he has related, are com-^ 
piled from the difinterefted accounts of fuch 
people, ali of whom have coincided in, the mi-^ 
nutefi manner in their defcriptions* Thefe fafts 
were compiled not from what thefe gentlemen 
heard, but what they faw. The accounts of thefe 
," difinterefted gentlemen are confirmed by all 
** the books Mr. Clarkfon has ever perufed upon 
flavery, except thofe which have been written 
by merchants, planters, &c. They arc con- 
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" firmed by Sir Hans Sloane's voyage to Barba* 
'^ does, &c." The gcndeman doth proteft too 
much, methinks. If thefe aflertions ftiould not 
only be improbable, but impoffible, what reply 
will Mr. Clarkfon be able to make ? and how is 
it poffible that what his informants faw with their 
own eyes, can be confirmed by Sir Hans Sloane's 
voyage to Barbadocs a century ago ? 

Mr. Clarkfon's firft fad {p. 128) a^ he acknow- 
ledges it may be faid to be imaginary y we will 
fay no more about. His fecond is, that 20,000 
flaves generally die in every annual tranfportation. 

The third Item confifts of a multitude of horrid 
fafts, which, if true, would more than corrobo- 
rate his fecond. 

The fourth is the infamous condufl of Colling" 
woody which we acknowledge to be true in part. 

The fifth charges the brutal receivers (where 
filial, conjugal, or parental afleftion, detain the 
.flaves in the Sale-yard, in each other's embraces) 
with feparating them by the whip. 

The fixth is an account of the murder of a 
Negro in the Sale-yard. 

Now, akho' (properly fpeaking) none of theft 
circumftances, except the two laft, refpcdt the 
flavery of the Africans in the European Colosies, 
yet it may be right to notice them. In the firfl: 
place, it is merely an affertion of Mr. Clarkfon, that 
i00;000 flaves arc the number annually exported 
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from Africa. On the contrary, the general cal* 
culaiion does not make them amount to much 
above half that number ; from which deduft thofc 
the Portuguefe fend to the Brazik, (which are not 
fent in crowded fhips,) and there is no reafoa 
to believe that 40,000 are fent to all the other 
European Colonies. Is it probable, therefore, 
that 20,000 * Ihould be annually loft in the tranf- 

portation ? 

^ The vehemence of Mr. Clarkfon's humanity, has l>e- 
trayed him into fuch glaring con tradition 8, that it may not 
be amifs to bring a few of them into one point of view, in 
proof chat his pen has neither been guided by truths candour^ 
or common fenfe. 

In the preface to his EJfay^ f. 9, he fays, << moft of the 
^' Slaves, unconditionally freed by the Quakers, returned 
'' without folicitation to their former mailers, to ferve them 
**• at ftated wages as freemen. The work they did then, was 
** better done than before, and more of it in the fame time." 

Does not this prove, contrary to his aflertion, /.. 148, of 

the EfTay, <* that Slaves are not opprefTed by a daily talk, 

^ ** of fuch immoderate labour, as human nature is utterly 

** unable to perform, and that freemen, to earn their dail/ 

'' bread, are obliged to work harder than Slaves V* 

EjT^yt p* 94* of 100, OQO Slaves annually exported from 
Africa, only one in 100 are prifoners of war or convids. 

P, 129, 20,000 perifh in the tranfportion. 

P. 139. 20,000 more are killed in the fcafoning, that 
is within two years ; fo that 30,000, he fays, are annually 
killed by thefe meitns ; which will leave an annual fupply of 
70,000. 

P, 252. We are told 100,000 arc defiroyed before one 
ofeiul individual is obtained. Thus if 70,000 are annually 
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portation? When tjiey are put on board the 
fliips in Africa, Mr. Clarkfon tells us, " fome 
^ refufe all nourifliment, and ftarve themfelves 
«* to d^th i others have kapt into the fea, to 
*' terminate their miferres at once; others at- 
*• tempting to rife, fome of them have been / 
*^ killed on the fpot ; fome have been taken from 
•* the hold, been bruifed and mutilated, in the 
•* moft fhocking and barbarous manner, and have 
•* been returned, bleeding, to their companions, 
*^ as a fad example of refiftance -, while others, 
•* tied to the ropes of the fliip, and mangled al- 
** temately, with the whip and knife, have been 

obtained^ die number murdered in obtaining them, with 
thofe which die in the tranfportation and feafoningy mud 
amount annually to 7,000,000,000, (feven billions). Gracious 
God ! (fays he) what a-multitude 1 

P. 140. He had not increafed his number of huckram-men 
£> greatly. He then fays, no more than 40,000 are deflroyed 
before the colonies obtain any additional ftocks. Indeed, he 
fergets, at the bottom of that page, what he fays in the 
middle of it. In the former, he makes the whole number 
deftroyed by tranfportation, and difeafe,'nomore than 50,000 
in two years. 

P. 95. He ihews, only 1 in 100 of the Negroes tranf- 
ported, are convids or prifoners of war. 

P. 352. He makes the number of prifoners of war only 
10 per cent, inftead of one^ that he may, from thence alledge 
60,000 are killed, in order to obtain 6000 prifopers. — But I 
will not fatigue you further wjth an enumeration of fuch 
mbfurditiee. 
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^ left in that horrid Cituztioa till they harc tx- 
^ pircd," 

is it pofllble. Sir, fuch a defcription can be 
true ? Indeed, if fuch things happened on board 
the (lave ihips, is it probable one in ten of thdle 
flaves (hould rea^h the Weft Indies ? That att 
obftinate N'egro may have refufed all food, and 
have llanred himfelfi that one or more Negroes 
may have leapt overboard ^ that mutinies majr 
have happened, in the quelling of which fonae 
lives may have been loft, are fafts which we may 
believe i but it is fcarce poffible, when a mudoy 
has fubftded, that the captain of the (hip ihould 
wound and mutilate any of the remainder^ «c 
tie them up, and leave them mangled, with tfce 
whip and knife, till they expire^ What a heart 
muft he poflefs, who can wantonly accufe any 
men of fuch barbarity without a ihadow of proof ! 
We may venture to fay, that not in one Ihip 
of fifty, does any Negro rcfufe all nouriflimenr, 
in order to ftarve himf.4fi~that not from one 
£hip in twenty, do any of the Negroes leap ov<:r- 
board with intent to deftroy themfelves; — that 
there is not a mutiny on board one in twenty of 
the flave Ihips i — and that there is not one fhip ia* 
a thoufand, where any of the furvivors of a mu- 
tiny have been treated in the manner defcribcd by 
Mr. Clarkfon : .nor h there any chance at all that 
all thcfe things Ihould have happened on board 
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any bhe fhip. Confequently, we may fafely al^ 
fert, that it is abfolutely impofTible that aU the 
difinterefted gentlemen he fpeaks of in his preface, 
can have feen thefe things, even if true, or have 
€oincidedin the minuteft particulars in fuch a drcad- 
fbl defcription. The infamous tranfaftion of 
CoUingwood, has furely nothing to do with the 
Planters treatment of their Slaves. The man, 
however, did not make the excufe which Mr. 
Glarkfon puts in his mouth :— his excufe was, the 
** want of waters and, that it was better fome 
** fhould be deftroyed, than the whole perifh." 
But the real faft is faid in Jamaica^ to be, the 
man was mad ; and died fo very fhortly after 
his arrival at Kingftdn. 

It is to be hoped this latter account is the truths 
and Mn Clarkfon, now a minifter of the gofpel, 
ought, in charity, to believe it :— but what, if 
true, has the execrable barbarity of one man to 
do with the flave trade ; or the treatment which 
the Negroes receive from the Planters ? Had he 
lived, he was liable to have been punifhed for 
murder, if he wantonly threw thofe flaves over^ 
board j if it was really a matter of neceflity for 
the falvation of the reft, what i^it to the Planters, 
that there was a difpute between the owners of 
the fhip and cargo, and the underwriters, who 
Ihould bear the lofs: the ihfarihy of that litigation 
rcfts with the parties, Thcric t>nly remains to be 
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adverted to, the account given us by onej whoj^ 
Mr. Clarkfon tells us, is a perfon of the " ftriftcft 
*^ integrity," at prffent refident in England, 
*^ who has furniflied other inftanccs of the Planters 
*' cruelty to their flave^, fuch as the Effayifi 
V never met with before," and I dare fay never 
will again. He does us the honour to furnifli 
his readers with them in the fourt;h chapter, 
marked with inverted commas. That we may 
examine the evidence of this concealed man ^ c£ 
ftrict integrity, let us bring all thefe paflages to- 
gether, in pne view. 

The perpetrator of a cruel murder, com-- 
mitred in open day light, in the mod public 
f^ part of a town, the feat of government, efcapcd 
f^ every other notice, than the curfes of a ftv^ of 
f * the more humane witnejfes of his barbarity." 

5' An officer of a Guinea (hip, condufting fomc 
" new flaves from the flave yard to the Ihip, ob- 
f* ferviqg a ftout fellow among them, rather flow 
f * in his motion^, quickened them with his rattan* 
He foon after fell down, and was raifed by the 
fame application. Moving forwards a few 
f* yards, he fell down again, which being confi- 
" dered as a proof of his fuUen perverfc fpirit, 
f' the enraged officer repeated his blows, till he 
** expired at his feet. The brute then ordered 
S^ the other flaves to throw him into the fea to 
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^ fted the Iharki, The not more inhuman Sharks J^ 

** A boy having received fix flaves as a prefent 
^ from his father, immediately (lit their ears, and 
•• for thfc following reafon, that, as his father was 
'^ a whimfical man, he might claim them again, 
*^ iinlefs they were marked/^ Ejforyyf. i^^. 

'* An iron toffiny with hole^ in it, was kept by a 
•• ceftaift colonic, as an auxiliary to the la(h. In 
^^ ^is the poof viftim of the matter's refentment 
** was enclofed, and placed fufficiently near a 
** fire, to occafion extreme pain, and confe- 
•* qucntly (brieks and groans, tintil the revenge of 
•* the mafter was fatiatcd, without any other in- 
^ convenience, on his part, than a fufpenfion of 
•• the flave's labour. Had he been flogged to 
^ deaths or his limbs mutilated, the intereft of 
^* the brutal tyrant would have fuffcrcd a mare 
•* irreparable lofs." f. 146. 

** Advcrtifements have frequently appeared 
♦* tbercy* (q. where?) "offering a reward for 
•' apprehending fugitive flaves, either alive or 
•^ dead. The following infliance was given us by 
" zpcrion of unquejiionalfle veracity, under whofe 
** own obfervation it fell. As he was travelling 
♦* in one of the colonies alluded to, he obferved 
«' fomd people in purfuit of a poor wretch, who 
♦^ was fceking in the wildeme/s, an afylum from 
«* hi$ labours* He heard the difcharge of a gun, 
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^' and foon after ftopping* at an houfe for rcfrefh- 
^^ ment, th€ head of the fugitive, flill reekrng 
'^ with blood, was brought in, and laid upon a 
" table, with exulcaciom The produftion of 
^' fuch a trophy wasi the proof required by Uw 
" to imitlc the heroes to their reward/* p. 149. 
Thefe are ail the fads marked with inverted com- 
mas, as the Inftances of colonial cruehy, given by 
this man of the ftri^eft. integrity j fr 133, and 
unqueftionahle foeracityi p. 1 49. To thefe I an(wer, 
in the firft place, that it is very inconfiftent with 
a mzn of JiriSf integrity y to tell fuch improbable 
ftories, znA conceal bimfelf. If he is a man of in- 
tegrity, his name would do his tale no injury; 
but had Mr. Clarkfon t6ld us even the colony 
where thefe adts arc faid to have happened, 
we might be able to difprove them j we can only 
gt prefent, Ihew the improbability of their having 
happened. 

The firft ftory cannot relate to the ifland ofja^ 
mai^ay where flaves are not fold at the feat of 
government, nor in a flave yard, but on board 
the fhip* If any other place was nafntd, we 
might be able to judge whether the Britlfli Planter 
is the parry accufed, or whether- the tranfaftion he 
mentions, is faid to have happened in a French, 
Spaniib, X>utch, Portugueze, or American co* 

The 
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The fecondftory of the boy's flitting the ears of 
the flaves given him by hi$ father, is equally im-' 
probable. Slaves^ in all the Englrfh iflands, paf^ 
by deed ; and unlefs the conveyance of fuch flaves* 
was made, the father could claim them again^ 
cvea if their cars were flit. If fuch a fa6t hap- 
peaed> it is moft probable the boy was whipt, for 
having been guilty of fuch a piece of cruelty, I 
will take this opportunity of replying to another, 
f harge of cruelty againfl: the planter, for branding 
his flasves. This praiSlicCj which prevails in Ja- 
maica, and, I believe in that Brittfli ifland only, 
is neither cruel nor \3nneceffary. A filver brand> 
With the initial .letters of the purchafer's name> or 
hi$. plantatbn mark, is heated enough to raife the 
fcarf-Qcin, and applied to the fleftiy part of the 
bf eafl: or flioulder, previoufly rubbed with fpirits 
of wine. The place is immediately drefled with 
fweet oil. The operation is momentary* The 
p^n eannot be half fa . conflderahle as a young 
!ady muft feel on having her ears bored. The 
mark ferves to enable every perfon, wh^fliould 
meep a new Negro, who has Arrayed (rom the 
plantation he belongs to, and is able to tell 
his mafters name, to fend or conduft him home. 
In fome of the Windward Iflands, this practice is 
rare, becaufe Negrpes cannot trayel far froiti their 
owner's plantation without being flopped, as every 
inhabitant knows who have bought fuch Negroes^ 

and 
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fend whether any one' of them Is nnifling from the 
plantation he belongs to. Every perfon, the leaft 
acquainted with negfoes^ muft knOw^ that it is 
their cuftom, in their own country, to diftinjguilh 
the different people by particulai' marks, and cut$ 
on their (kins. Some are tattowedy as it is chilled 
by Captain Cook, all over. This praftice, whidh 
is general throughout Africa, will furely convince 
any one, that negroes will neither be alarmed nOr 
diipleafed at this a£l of cruelty. ' 

The ftory of the iron coffin with holes in it, is fo 
abfurd and ridiculous, it fcarccly defei'ves a leri- 
ous reply. * I boldly anfwer, // isfalfei and date 
Mr. Clarkfon, or his informer, to name the plan* 
tatit)n, or the colony, where fuch a tranfadtion 
happened, or to which fiich acofHn was ever fent; 
for there is not an ifland in the Weft Indieswhel'e 
they are able to make one. The tale of feparat- 
ing afFcftionate relations, or friends, from the 
embraces of each otheri by lafliing them with the 
whip, till they part, no man of cortimon fehfe 
wiH credit. If, as it fometimes happens, parti- 
cularly among the females, thofe ivho are related, 
or who have ConCrafted acquaintances or friend- 
fhips with each other dn board, ftiew .their attach- 
ment, by holding One another's hands, or throw- 
ing the arms of one around the other, it is often a 
feafon why a Planter prefers purchafing both* 
but tf not, fome one, who fpeaks their language, 
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explains to them the ncceffity of partir^, footh- 
ing thenij at the fame time, with the expefta- 
tion of their feeing one another again frequently* 
Sometimes there may be people who do not take 
fuch precaution in feparatlng them ; but I dare 
refer myfelf to any gentleman in England, who 
Hsvcr faw flaves fold, to point out a fingle inftance 
where a whip was ever employed, to oblige flaves, 
embracing one another upon fuch an occaiion, to 
feparate. 

With refpesft to the next Ihameful tale^ 1 am 
equally at a lofs to guefs where fuch a fad cafi 
be fuppofed to have happened* Converfant, as 
I have lon^ been, with almoll all the Britiih fu-^ 
gar colonies, I never knew or heard of any one 
of them where frequent advertifements have ap- 
peared, ofieri^g rewards for apprehending fugi^ 
tive flaves alive or >dead. If he produces any fuch 
advertifmenty \r\ anyone of the fugar colonies, I 
pledge myfelf toihew, that it was for the appre- 
ienfion of fome dangerous and defperate jmalc- 
fadtor, whofe life had been forfeited to public 
juftice, for having been guilty of murder, arfon, 
or fome dreadful and atroi:ious crime, and not 
becaufe he had been a fugitive only. To fliew 
that fuch a fiory is fcandaloufly untrue, and 
that fuch advertifements cannot have been fre- 
quent, I will venture to aflcrt., what the Jamai- 
ca 
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jta Report * confirms, that, dbrougtout aH the 
^ritUh fujgzv calonies, th^re is not ope Negro i^ 
two thoufand iw^ho A^flfers capijtaljjr in a year, fpr 
^y x;rimes whatfoevcr, ^jKc^pt when there has 
ie^en ol ff\ebellio?i^ which I do not r<men;iber to 
fea?e iuppened for wiany years paft in any of th^ 
jBrkilb iilands. 

Thus o^ucb as to the p^trticular hQjs iaUe^Q^ 
by Mr. Qa^kfoQ, on the crpdit of |ii$ ^nonymoiV 
ioforjnefs. Will not Mr- Clarkfon be n litcl^ 
<^nfuied, >vhen he xefieds^ t;hjit he Has afiqre;{l 
his readers (^Pnf. p. xxiv*), " That the fad* 
^^ which be has related are cpmpUed from th^ 
^^ 4ykuer€fU,4 accounts pf nU ithe ptany gentteoneipi 
^^ wboni he ,had the pleafur< of bei^g^cquaince^ 
** wiqh, both in the naval and milttary depart- 
<' m^t^S) as well as others who have b^en Ip^ 
** acquainted with America and the Weft In* 
** dies"— ^^* That they were compiled too, nof 
'' from what thefe gentlemeo heard, hxxtwi^ 
^^ ^Jt^yS^**— All thefe people have coincided ip 
^* the minuteft manner in their defcriptions ?*'— 
1 beg to be permitted to a(k Mr. Clarkfon, if tijie 
jApries told by the iinelM.upho]iy African {p. i iS, tp 

"7) 

* Report of a Commtftee of the AiTcnibly, on the allegations 
contained in the petitions prefented to the Britiih Houfe of Com^ 
mont on the fubje^ of the ^<v^-/r<u/<f»— Novemberi t7,88» 
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127) are vouched by all thefe difinterefted wit- 
neffes ? Did they all hear the ihrieks, the rat- 
tling of chains, the prayers and imprecations 
he fpeaks of ? Did they even coincide in opi- 
nion, that they might have all feen thofe me- 
lancholy and affe&ing fcenes, if they had 
been in Africa ? Do all thefe difinterefted wit- 
nefles coincide in relating, that 20,000 Negroes 
^re annually loft in the tranfportation of them ? 
Did all thefe gentlemen fee any of the Negroes 
in the flave fliips ftarve themfelves to deaths or 
leap overboard, to terminate their miferies at 
once ? Or did they all fe? the mutinies on board^ 
and the fcenes of barbarity confequent thereon— 
fome kille(\ on the fpot, others taken from the 
hold, bruifed and mutilated in the moft barba- 
rous and Ihocking manner, and returned bleed- 
ing to their companions j others mangled alter- 
nately with the whip and knife, and left in that 
condition, tied to the ropes of the (hip, till they 
Expired ♦ ? Do all thefe gentlemen tell you they 

have 

* In fcarchlng accurately in Ailley's Colle£lion, I find an account 
in Snelgrave of a mutiny on board a vcflel commanded by a Captain 
Mfjf&vfy, whofe incautiout kindnefs it was that occaGoned it, 
in which the Negroes murdered the Captain. The mate was 
obliged to fire one of the quarter-deck guns among them, which 
cauled many to jump overboard—others of them were killed by the 
difcharge. Thefe Negroes were Cormantin prifoners of war fold for 
ila¥es. Many of them were fullen, and ftarved themfelres ; and 
they attempted to revolt after theic arrival in Jamaica, «od (hewed 

fach 
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have Teen the wife or mother feparated from the 
hufband or the fon, by the cruel fecond receiver^ 
by means of the lafh ? Do his witneffes all agree 
in thefe circumftances in the minutejl particular ? — 
He will furely blufli to teH us, thefe are not any 
of the fafts his evidences atteft. Thefe are, how- 
ever, very heavy accufations, which ought not 
to be made without very ftrong proofs to fup- 
port them. They are, for the moft part, gene- 
ral charges againft the African traders, and not 
;^ainft the planters. But does he bring this 
cloud of difinterefted witneffes to atteft the par- 
ticular fadts which he has afferted? — On the con. 
trary, he does not even pretend that he has 
more than one witn^fs to each fad. He fays, 

he 


fHch a difpofitioDi that none of the planters would purcfaafe them, 
'This happened in 171 8. Indeed, prudent planters never chufe to 
purchafe fuch as they think have been taken prifoners in battle. 

. Another account of a mutiny on board a Briftol fhip^ in 1722, 
was followed by a moft cruel ad^on of the Captain, who pat three 
of the mutineers to death ; and a woman,- who was concerned in 
the murder of the ilaves, he hoifted by the thumbs^ and whipped 
and flaihed with l^nlves till ihe died. 

Thefe two extraordinary occurrences, however unfortunate the 
Qfle, or infamous the other, will fcarcely be confidered, by any maa 
of jCftndouir or common fenfe, a fuSicient juftification of Mr. Claik-* 
fan, for the general charges and accufations he has thought |^rop«c 
ta bring againft the perfons conc^ntd in the African trade. 
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be has rctrfived information of this erf tlra* fa€fc 
froni a pcrfon of ftrift integrity ; arnothet *, h<J 
does not think it ricccflary to lay he h'ats any 
voucher for. But when Mr. Clarkfon hai? de- 
clared to his readers, that the fad's which he 
has related are compiled from the diiintercflcd 
arccounts of rhany gentlemen, all of whom* coin- 
cide in- their relations in the minuteft particu- 
lars, and he afterwards relates a number 6f in- 
credible particulars, which conftitute a confldef- 
able part of his information, thrown into the. 
form of a narrative (p, iry.) for which he oniy 
thinks prcpftr to rell U3 the moft undeniable evi^ 
-rhrictcan be produced^ (p. iiS.) what opintom 
/'^ to have of his integrity ; or what right 
r n:::.f:(?f :he 'i^'rorld to take his word for 
:'.^ \ : ^' '■' :.^ hefe folitary witnefles to fads, 
t;;^ r.r r .:«;r^,iity of which a cloud of unim- 
r' : vidence would fcarce juftify our 

v^ iV^r to ? Before we finilh our obfef- 

7' ' .-:• ,'he f»articular faifcs adduced by Mr, 
C .:•:.. to ♦he prejudice of the planters, it 
aja, ir^/ he improper to remark, that, even if 
they were all true, it. muft appear very extri*- 
ordiriary, that fo induftrious a compiler could 
:u}t colled, throughout all the colonies, of aU 

flattens 

« 

• The boy's flitting the Negro's cars. 
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nations of the continent and iflancjs, but fo very 
few inftances of Weft Indian cruelty, as thofe 
which Mr. Clarkfon has picked up or invented ! 
—This circumftance is an incontrovertible proof 
of the general good treatment of the Weft India 
Negroes ia the fugar colooiest 
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LETTER VIII. 


November 30. i^tt. 

Pear Sir, 

THE raifreprefentations of Mr. Clarkfon, in 
quoting different paflages of the fame or 
of different authors, made at different times, 
and upon different occafions, without quoting 
cither volume or page, are numerous. To give 
a glaring proof of that kind, it will not be 
thought improper, perhaps, to Ihew the manner 
in which Jie has availed himfelf of Profeffor 
Spaarman's authority, to ferve his purpofe of 
making the traffic of the Europeans for Haves, 
to tranfport them to America, appear odious 
to his readers; although, if all he advances 
on that head was juft, it would have a contra-r 
ry tendency, as it would Ihew the unhappy 
Situation of the natives even in Africa : for, 
if they are treated with barbarity, and op- 
prefied by their neighbours, whether fuch neigh- 
bours are Negroes or Dutchmen^ a change of 
habitation, to a country where they are better 
treated, cannot make them wretched. Mr. Clark-- 
fon^s quotation from Spaarman (which I mean 

here 
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here to notice) is taken in part from vol. i. and 
the remainder from voL ii. particularly from 
p. 1 43 .-^and although the Profeffor tells us, he 
only learned the fafls from the report of people 
whoTe language he very imperfectly underftood, 
and, therefore, we may reafonably fuppofe, he 
might mifqpderitand his informers^ or, if he did 
not, confidering who futh informers were, and 
the ftisong. bias people in gcftrrat have to exag- 
gemr in; theii^ relation of fa£ts, implicit faith 
eti^ht not eafily to be afforded them-*^Mr. Clark>> 
k^ hM miitexl theie feveral: pa^a^es^^ which ntcnu 
tTM, tliat pregnaovr wtsnncn, sasd children in thehr 
t^ndeiteft. years, dre not exempt from the cflTedU 
<tf the batted and fpirit of vengeance conftantly 
har&0uiied by th^ colbniftsf with refpefls to" the 
Bodies Men nation^ 

That irbey fpirit up their horfcs artd dogs to 
httnt thetn, with more £ury -^nd ardmr than they 
would: a wolf, or any other wild beaft. They 
charge tfheir heavy fite arms with' a v^ry large 
kind of ihor, fo diat the balls go tbirough. the 
bcsdies of fi i^ feven, or eight of the enemy at a 
time. 

** Aijd not only i& the capture of the Hottcn- 
*« cots eonfidered by them merely as a party of 
" pleaftnre,' but in cold blood they dellroy the 
** bands which nature has knit between their 
** buiband, and their wlve^. and children, &c#*^. 

« With 
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*^ WiA tvbaf horfof cte tfedfe paflfoge^ ftrikfJ 
*' us ! What indignaftion d<l they m(4 i^ ciM 
** breaft^, wb^n we rcffeft, Aat * pan of the 
*^ human fpecies are coi>fi(kffed 2^g(Mt^ and t&4€ 
** parties of pUafm'e ate made fo^ therf defifuAion ! 
** The lion does not emb*ue bis dlaiv^'s ki bto6tf^ 
'* unlefs Galled upon by hunger, of prov'^^fced by 
^* interftiption; whereas the meifci|e& ]^f^h| 
** more favagc than the Brutes th^ttrfelves, flot^ 
*^ only murder their fellow creatures without aiiy 
** provocation or neceffity, but ^vc'n make a di- 
*^ verfion of their fufferings, arid ertj<>y their 
'« pain.'* 

' Why does Mr. Clarkfon intlrdduce fach a dc- 
ftription of t^e unhappy ftatc of the Nefgi^Oe'd irr 
Africa, in a tfeatife cxprefsly wr6t^ to Uttvi th6 
inhumanity of carrying them iway from that 
country ? Bi^t the perfons wh6 treat thdm wkh 
fuch inhumanity are Europeans ; si |Jeople of f() 
diabolical a difpofi^iori, that the cnofl; infhumiati 
a^d barbarous malTacres are fpd^rts and paftime 
to them. But cani any of bi^ readers fappofe, 
that the parties of pleafure, and the kind' of di- 
Vcrfion he fpeaks of, can be dlade a-nd ptirfu^d, 
even by Dutchmen, without any the leaft caijfe^ 
but merely to butcher one part of th^fe unhappy 
xi^retches, and enflave the reft, without the kaft 
provocation ? Is it poffible his readers fiiould 
fuppofe, as the fad n^Uy is, that the natives 

Qf 
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of the Cape, the Hottentots, are not flaves to 
the Colonifts; but that, on the conttrary^ they 
are freemen, and treated by the Dutch inhabi- 
tants with attention and kindnefs ? 

With refped: to that race of them with whon^ - 
they are at enmity, it is only neceflary to quote ♦ 
what the Profeffor fays, to Ihew Mr. Qarkfon's 
want of candour, in not giving an account of the 
caufe of the enmity between tbefe people and the • 
Colonifts* 

*^ There is another fpecies of Hottentots, who 
*' have gpt the name of BoJJnes M^n^ from dwell- 
^* ihg in woody or mountainous places, who are 
^^'fworn enemies to the paftoral life. Somegf 
** their maxims are, to live on hunting ancj 
** plunder, and never to keep any animal alive 
*^ fpr the fpace of one night, By this means 
** they render themfelves odious to the reft of 
*« mankind, and are purfued and exterminated, 
*^ like the wild beafts, whofe manners they have 
*^ affumed. Others of them again are kept alive, 
^* and made Haves of. Their weapons are poi- 
** foned arrows. The poifon they always cull of 
** the moft virulent kind, and they h^ve only to 
*^ wait a few minutes to fee the wounded object 
** languilh-and die," &c. Vol. i. p, 197. And 
again, vol. ii. p. 141. immediately preceding 
the greater part of Mr. Clarkfon's quotation, he 
fays, *' The inhaljitants,) indeed,. qf the more 

« diftant 
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•^ diftant fnow mountains, are fomctimes oblig- 
*^ ed, according to report, entirely to relinquilh 
" their dwellings and habitations, on account of 
** the favage plundering race of Bofliies Men, 
•^ who, from their hiding places, ihooting their 
*^ poifoned arrows at the fliepherd, kill him, and 
** afterwards drive away the whole of his flock, 
^^ which, perhaps, confifts of feveral hundred 
'* flieep, and forms the chief, if not the whole, 
<* of the farmer's property. What they cannot 
*^ drive away with them, they kill and wound, 
" as much as their time will allow them, while . 
*^ they are making their retreat. It is in vain 
** to purfue them, they being very fwift of 
" foot.'' 

Would ' it have been more than a bare 
piece of juftice in Mr. Clarkfon to have men* 
tioned thefe caufes of the fpirit oC vengeance fnd 
hatred entertained by the Colonifts againft thefe 
people ? 

I have now finifhed my remarks on what Mr. 
Clarkfon has thought proper to affert refpefting 
the condud: of the Europeans in Africa ; and I 
now proceed to Mr. Clarkfon's more' general ac- 
cufations againft the Planters, for maltreating 
their Haves. " Their labours are exceffive ; that 
<« is, they toil fixteen hours in the day for their 
*^ mafter— three hours more in their own nccef* 
^^ fary concerns, — ^fo that they cannot get to reft 

" until 


^ 5f)»tjil miirugbt, TOd they haye only five houf# 
^ to ih^p io. In crop time, their xnill? are ga- 
•** ing joi^bt .aiiij day^ aad their hours of refr^eihi* 
•» iKieat are rtedjajced to three and a half, which 
«* before w^ore too fliort for that purpofe. I.a 
•* coofecjuftace of ihis, many of. thofe who fee4 
** tbfi imlls begome drowfy, and have their 
^ limbs groMtKl offi by tbeir getting betw.ee;a 
** tbse cylindcf s which grind the canes. That 
'* th^ hair^s ^ot fufHcient clothing; are ahnoft 
^ .fiarve^ i are feveceJy pvinilhed for the ffighteil 
** £aAilts by ^he whip^ which cqts out imall por** 
•* tious trf the fleih at every ftroke. That the 
^ flajve^ whe^i piercfld by the excruciating pang^ 
" of hunger, dares not complain j that the -eat- 
*' ing a jcA&c, to iave hioifelf from ftaf ving, a 
** -COTC »^htfth, peirhaps, his own hand has plant- 
•^ fid^ Is a crime of io black a dye, that his or- 
^ 4inary pvinilhmcnt is fo fevere a whipping, 
•* as, in wet weather, to have caufcd the delin- 
«* quent's deaths The Xmart of the whip, the 
«* fmack of which is In the ears of rhafc who are 
^ mxh§ neighbourhood pf a plantation all day 
•• long, is jiat the only pain the wretched Afri- 
'^ canjs experience^ any thing which pafliox) could 
* fei^e, and convert into an inftrumcnt of pu- 
^ :a'^mcat has been ufed. The very ktiife :ha^ 
*• jfiot beten ^oyerlpoked in the &z ojf phrenfy. JRari 
^ jhaV'e beetn flit, eyes have been beat out, hon^ 

«« have 
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*• iiavfi beeo trokcoj aad fo irecjucntly hzi 
" thb beem the cafe, that it h^s beep g mattv 
" of fionftant Jameuitation with people, who, put 
«^ of xiuriofity, hav^ attended the markets tp 
<^ which th.efc people refprt, particuUrly ia Jji- 
** maicaj that they nevijr have been abk ,tp 
*^ caft their eyes on any group of them, J>Ut 
^ they have beheld thefe inhunwuj marks of 
** paffion, dc^potifcn, and caprice. They are 
*^ ddven to dcfpjsration— *they cteep out of .fight, 
*^ and^go in fearch of food in their mafter's or 
*' fome neighbouring plantation. The watch^ 
*^ man feizes them in the -faft — no excufe will 
** avail^-Af muft punifli them on tKe fpot for an 
^' example ; not with a flick, not with a whip, 
*< but with a cutlafs. Thus it happens that thefi; 
'^ unhappy flavcs, if they are taken, are eithcx- 
*' fent away mangled in a barbarou;s manner, cor 
** are killed upon the fpot/' Horrid pi&ure of 
Weft India tyranny and brutality ! And this is 
drawn upon the authority of people whofenamos 
Mr. Clarkfon ventures not to produce. 

Are thefe the informations in which all the dif-* 
interefted ,gentkn>en he fpeaks of agree in the 
ininurteft particulars i Are thefe accounts con* 
firmed ,by all the rbooks Mr. Clarkfon ever pe- 
rufcd upon flavery ? I challenge Mr. Clarkfon 
to produce .a ^fingle man of decent character wbp 
^ver gave him fuch an account. I do not me^ 

a 


t *^^ 1 

a getttteman — 1 do not mean even a wkite itiiaii i 
I defy him to produce a Negro of charadler who 
would not t4irnpale in fabricating fuch aff^rtions, 
I call upon Mr. Clarkfon to produce anjr book 
he ever perufed, even Mr* Ramfay*s (whofe ac- 
counts are completely proved to te uiitrue by 
Mr. Tobin), in which he found fuch Itories re- 
lated. Thefe accufations are abfolutely made 
without the flighteft evidence to corroborate, 
inuch lefs to verify 'them. They reft on the 
fimple declaration of an obfcure fiudent in an 
Englifli univerfity, or who, if refcued from ob- 
fcurity, is only fo from being expoftd to public 
view by the flaming torch of flander, which he 
brandiihes in his hand. Not contented with de- 
tMling every inftance of cruelty, oppreffion, ot 
caprice, which he may have heard of, or fomc 
conceited individuals may have manifefted, he 
expands them into a charge againft all the white 
inhabitants of the Weft Indies, and as the gene* 
ral condud: of the whole. He afferts, that the 
Negroes are murdered at the caprice and difcre- 
tioii of their mafters. ' He charges the owners of 
flaves in the Weft Indies with the premeditated 
murder of fifty thoufand of them. {Effayy p. 232.) 
~ Illuftrious Senators ! Members of the Britifh 
Parliament ! Guardians of our liberty and ho- 
nour ! Framers of our laws, by which the lives, 
the fortunes, and the reputations of Britiifa fub- 
I jeds 
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jefts are protedled ! how long may it be permit- 
ted tp an individual thus fcandaloufly to vilify 
^nd traducq a whole community, and excite 
their fellow fubjefts to execrate and renounce 
them ! How long are thefe injured people to be 
without means, either colledively or individu- 
ally, of obtaiiung legal redrefs, or chaflifing tbe^ 
libeller, who has wantonly dared to calumniate 
them in a manner fo nefarious ? 

Mr. Clarkfon is not only our accufer, but our 
judge. He rejeds the teftimony of merchant^ 
or planters : their account of the manner in 
which Negroes are treated in the Well Indies is 
?iot to be received at his tribunal. The colonial 
laws, the accounts tranfmitted from the Gover- 
cors and the legiflativc bodies in the feveral 
iflands, will, no doubt, be over-ruled by Mr, 
([Tlarkfon, as coming from interefted men, ir^ 
comparifpn with himfelf and hh anonymous in-^ 
former^. 

However, trufting the defence of the general 
^onduft of the planters tpwards their flaves to the 
teftimony of thofe' very refpedlable fea officers 
who have appeared ori behalf of the planters be«- 
fore the Privy Council, and to th^ accounts of it 
already -pubjilhed by gentlemen whofe fituatioi^ 
has given theqi the beft rqeans pf being aqquaint- 
ed with it, which we prefume prove, to the con- 
viftion of every difpaiEonatc mind, that ^be la- 
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bour of the colonial Negroe Is ,not cxccffivc, as 
Mr. Clarkfon reprefents it to be * ; and that, in 
crop time, in particular, wl^en it certainly is the 
hardeft, the fuperior degree of health an^ vi- 
gotir, which the Negroes enjoy, is a complete 
refutation of that gentleman's general charge. 
I fliall content myfelf with replying to fome 
few of his other obfervations. That unfor* 
tunate accidents, of a Negroe*s lofing a hand, 
or*an arm, by the mill, while feeding it, have 
fometimes happened, is true; but they, are fa 
rare, that I have no doubt, where ahe fuch mis* 
fortune occurs in a year, throughout the whole 
Britilh fugar colonies, four or five perfons fall 
from the Ihafts of a dray, or a cart, and are 
crulhed to death, in London only, and general- 
ly from the fame caufe, which is not drowfinefs, 
but careleflnefs or ebriety. As to the charge of 
^* frequent mutilations of Negroes from pafiion, 
*^ the flitting or cutting of ears," and *^ breaking 
*^ bones," faid to be fo vifible in the markets 
of yamdicaj I declare the aflertion is abfolutely 
falfe, and that no fuch obje&s meet the eye 
there. That, fo far from obferving the fears 
upon them, occafioned by *' fmali portions of 
*^ flefti being cut out by the lafli of the whip 
** for the flightefl offences," I anert, that even 

•tht 
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the vifible rnark of a lafli on a Negroe's back is 
very uncommon, and muft happen by accident ; 
and, if it was otherwife, fuch ** marks of cruel- 
** ty" could not meet the eye; becaufe there Is 
oot one Negroe '\h twenty, who come« to market, 
but has a ihirt or jacket on, and non^ without 
trowiers. So far are the Negroes, who vifit the 
rnarkets, from having the appearance of mife- 
ry, they are, in general, as healthy and robuft 
people as arc to be found in any part of Eu- 
rope *. 

I doubt not I Ihall obtain credit for the pre- 
ceding affertioo, if it be recollefted, that many 
thoufand Negroe flaves, of all conditions, have 
been feen in England for thirty years patl, and 
particularly houfe-fervants, who, by being more 
immediately in the prefence of their matters, if 
thefe were in reality fuch cruel paffionate tyrants 
jas they have been reprefented, would be more 
particularly expofed to their refentment and car 
price. Jf, anipng fo many of tbefe people, any 

blinded^ 

* It ^s poffibie, tkat perfona from Europe^ totally ignorant of Ne* 
iproes, and the manner of treating th^em> when they have feen any 
^4th their African or country marks on their faces, might fuppoCii 
them to be fears, indented by their maders i as fome of thefe na- 
tional marks are very deeply imprefled, fuch as thofe of the Bamba^ 
raSf Sgjbs, Brfcch^f Do, and Po}o natives, panicialarly the tihre« 
la^l. 
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blinded, mutilated, poor creature fliould be me? 
with, or eveti any one out of whofe back fmall 
flices of flelh had been cut, we dare believe fuch 
an objeft would not have efcaped the fearch of 
the diligent and humane Mr. Granville Sharpe^ 
or Mr* Clarkfon. Such a Have would have been 
as much careffed as an ancient martyr or confef- 
for,' and exhibited to the public as an incontef- 
tible proof of general Weft Indian cruelty. I 
will not deny but there have been inftances of a 
Negroe having been mutilated by the cruelty of 
his owner or overfcer; but I deny, that, \^en 
fuch a crime has been committed^ the guilty per- 
petrator has not been liable to fevere punilhmeht, 
by the colonial laws, or by the common law of 
Great Britain j and, when the fa<5b has been 
proved, fuch punifliment has been inflidted ox% 
him. If, heretofore, mutihtion was the penal- 
ty ipflidted for fome crimes, by any of the colo- 
nial laws, are we tp be upbraided for the exifr 
tehce of fuch obfolete laws from England ? There 
are to be foUnd two fpecies of mutilation infiid:-. 
ed by the former laws of fome of the colonies^ 
the cutting off the ear for repeated afts of defer- 
tion, and the lofs of the hand for ftriking a white 
perfon, except in defence of bis matter, his per- 
fon, or his property. Both thefe punifliment$ 
are inflifted on certain offenders by Englifh afts 
of parliament ; and, 19 tl).c fliame of humanity, 

the 
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tlie Jiatuie of the Sth Elizabeth, cap.^^ is fufFered 
to remain in the ftature book, whereby the per- 
fon who Ihall be found guilty of tranfporting any 
kind of Jheep out of the kingdom, befides being 
liable to other very fevere penalties, is fubjeft 
to have his hand cut off, which is to be nailed 
up in fome public market place, on a market 
day. 

I hav-e affei'ted, that fuch objedts ^s Mr. Clark- 
fon declares are to be feen in every group of the 
Negroes who attend the weekly markets in Ja- 
maica, are no wh^re to be met with j but if any 
perfon has vifited the Negro marke^t at Kingfton, 
in Jamaica, which, no doubt, numbers of gentle ^ 
men, both of the riavy and army, now in Eng- 
land, have done, 'they will be able to teftify, 
^hat perfoils who have not beert eye witnefles to 
it will fcarcely believe, that at leaft ten thoufand 
Negroes attend it every Sunday, and bring with 
thetn all kind of roots, greens, herbs, and fruits. 
Capons, fowis^ pigs, t)ork, goats, filh, graft, 
wood, &c* for fale. That the value of what 
they bring tO' market, in this manner^ is worth, 
one load of balket with another, from^three to 
five Ihillings Sterling, which amounts from 1500I. 
to 250CI. a week, or from 78,000!, to t3o,oooU 
Sterling a year ** The whole of this wealth we 

confidef 

* So far is this efiimation from being exaggerated, t am fearful 
1 Hiail be rather found to have very much undervalued the produce 
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confider as belonging cxclufively to the Negroes 
of the neighbourhood of Kingfton, that is, to 
thofe who bring the commodities to market, and 
to their friends and relations ; and we may rea- 
fonably fuppofe the whole number of thofe who 
are interefted in thefe goods cannot amount to more 
than thirty thoufand perfons, which are as many as 
can, with any probability, be fuppofed to be 
within the reach of that market, efpecially as 
4^/. Jago de la Fega is within thirteen miles of it, 
and the town of Port Royal, and the forts and fol- 
diery, as well as the ihips of war, are in its vici- 
uity. What then may the wealth of the Negroc 
flaves throughout the ifland be reafonably eftima- 
tcd at ? If riches conftitute happinefs, which I 
do not however aflert,. the Negroes, particularly 
the induftrious ones, may be fuppofed to have a 
reafonable ihai;e of them. Mr. Clarkfon cannot 

be 

• 

ef the goods brooght to msrket every week by the Negroes; as a 
very refpeftable inhabitant of Liguanea {Maihew WalUn^ ^^<1-) 
affures me, that the Negroes from ihe mountainous parts of that 
difiri£V« who are by far the greatefl numler of thofe who fupply the 
Kingjhn market, do not bring lefs in value (one load with another} 
than from tenjkiliings to iwehe JhilUngs Sterling, It rawft be ac- 
knowledged, that (Grangers are apt to be mifted, and fuppofe that 
the goods thus met wiih on the road do not belong to the Negrdef 
who carry carry them ; for, if they are aiked to whom the poultry, 
fruit, &;c. belongs, which they have in their balkets,? it b generalif 
replied, ^^ to our majierj* Every inhabitant, however, knows, thit 
they are the Negroe's own ; that the Negroes haggle for the beft 
ppces they can get, and apply all the money they thus receive, t« 
their own independent ufcs* 
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be ferious In referring us to the defcription o( 
the hap{)inefs to be found in a cottage as a reali- 
ty, however approved the authors may be who 
fportively fay fo ; or however the rich may envy 
the happinefs of the peafant, Mr. Clarkfon does 
not mean we Ihould fuppofe the rich man is de- 
firous of changing ftations with him* Does Mr» 
Clarkfon really believe, that the European poor 
labourer juftly confiders himfelf as abfolutely 
free, or that his children will continue to be fo ? 
or that he partakes, equally with his fuperior, of 
the prote<^ion of the law ? If any peafant can be 
df that opinion, it muft be an Englilh one.^ Per« 
mit me to examine how far he is entitled to make 
fuch a boaft* 

In what light are we to look upon the 
man, who, by 4 & 5 of PfUliam III. cap. 23. 
may be fent to the houfe of correction for a 
month, whipped, and kept to hard labour for 
that time, for keeping a dog, or having an en- 
gine to catch fiih found in his poflfeflion ; or a 
hare, partridge, pheafant, or pigeon, without 
being able to account for fuch his poiTeffion to the 
fatisfaSion ofajuftice of peace ? 

May not a man's fon be taken from him at a 
very tender age, and bound apprentice, until he 
is twenty-four years oW, to whom and where the 
church-wardens or overfeers of the poor of any 
parifli, with the confent of two juftices of peace^ 

O 4 may 
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may think proper ? and is not this apprentic 
fubjed: to the arbitrary corredion and punifliv 
ment fuch mafter lliall think proper to inflid on 
him — the fubjedion to which, moft people, who 
are 'judges of the circumftance, confider as by 
much the hardeft part of the Negroe's flavery > 
If fuch corrcdtion fhould accidentally caufe the 
death of fuch apprentice (provided it is not given 
with an Improper inftrument), is the mafter con* 
fidered as guilty of murder, but only homicide 
by mifadventure ? i. Haw. 73. ' ' 

Is not ^ man who thinks himfelf unable to 
maintain fuch apprentice, or who objeds t^o re- 
ceive him, for reafons which, perhaps, he ought 
to be at liberty t© judge of, forced to take 
him, under ah heavy penalty ? 8 & 9 /^7- 
Uam III. cap. 30. And in what light are w-e tD 
look upon the man, who, by the fame ad of 
parliament, is not allowed to leave the parifh he 
is fettled in, where he can get no work, to gb 
and refide in another, where he could eafily main- 
tain himfelf, without being liable to be fent back 
to fuch his laft fettlement ? — or him who, ♦* not 
*' being a gentleman born^^ is compellable to fervc 
any perfon, as an hufbandry fervant, who fiiall 
require him fo to do ? 5 Elizabeth^ cap. 4. 

Can that man be free, who, being able to pre- 
vail on people to give him alms fufficient to 
maintain himfelf in idlenefs^ihall yet be obliged 

to 
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to work, or be fubjeift to be fcnt to tlie houfe of 
correction, and kept there to hard labour for 
three months, and alfo to be publicly whipped 
UU his body be bloody ? . 17 George II. 

Can it be faid that a man partakes equally with 
his {uperiors of the protcdion of the law, when 
a worthlefs individual, who *' is born a gentleman,* 
or entitled to b# called an Ej^uire, fliall not be 
compellable to work ; Ihall be entitled to hunt, 
to Ihoot, or to fifh, without being fubjeft to be 
kdpt to hard labour in the workhoufe, or be 
whipped till his body be bloody ? Is there any 
equality in the law vj/hich will ruin' a poor man 
if he kills a hare, a pheafant, or a partridge, 
bred and nouriftied, perhaps, on the land he 
rents, and with the corn he has fown ; and 
■which permits his lordly fuperiour to bring his 
hounds and horfes into the crofr, or fmall garden, 
from whence this poor man and his family de- 
.rive three fourths of their fubfiftehce, and tram- 
ple on and deftroy the. fruits of his labour with 
. impunity ? 

How is the poor man protedted againft the 

.rich by the law, to which, if the former has re- 

courfe for fuch proteftion, he is fure to be ruin- 

■ ed by the expences he will be put to in feeking 

redrcfs ? Yet fuch is the condition of the poor 

man in England,- where it is truly aflerted, the 

. poor are more free, and better protefted by the 

laws. 


lawi^, than in the reft of Europe* The country 
we are beft acquainted with^ next to our own, is 
that of Fran£^*^Ut us examine into the fituation 
of the poor there^ where it is the boaft of th« 
people that ilavery is unknown* Ferriere^ in his 
•Diff. de Droit y fur le mot Efihves^ fays^ « II n*y a 
** point efclave en France ; fi tot qu'un efclave y 
^*. entre, il acquiert la liberie." — But the fame au- 
thor tells you, fur le mot Serfs^ " II y a deux fortes 
•' des ferfs et gens de mainmort -: les uns le font 
^* par la naiflance ; ils font obliges de payer une 
** taille a leur feigneur j de ne fe pouvoir marier 
*^ a des perfonnes d*une autre condition, c*eft a 
<** dire, francs, ou ferfs d'un autre feigneur ; ili 
^* ne peuvent auffi embraffer l^etat eccleiiaftique, 
^' fans le confentemeut de leur feigneur ; ils ne 
'^ peuvent alicner le tenement ferf, qu'a des ferfs 
<* de m^me feigneur ; ils ne peuvent difpofer de 
«* leurs biens par teftament, ni faire heretier, ou 
*^ convention de fucceder meme par contrat de 
" marriage, au prejudice de leur feigneur ; ils 
«* n*ont point d'autres heretiers, que ccux avec 
*^ lefquels ils font en communaut6." 

Notwithftanding it is aflerted, that flavery does 
not exift in France^ fuch reftraints as people call- 
ed ferfs et gem de mainmort are under, will not \tt 
them be looked upon by Englifhmcn .as perfetl^ 
ly free^ What other reftriftions poor people in 
France are fubjed to, I am not very well ip- 

I formedi 
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formed ; but, in regard to he^gars and vagabonds f 
the orders of government refpeding them arc 
very feverc- They are called Gibier de PrevSi-^ 
** On les arrete, et on les enferme, dans les en- 
'* droits de depot * deftines a Cet effet dans Ic 
** difFerentes parties du royaunrc,"* With refpeA 
to the other fpecies of poor people, fuch as have 
a place of abode, and are aged and infirm, we 
need no other proof of their diftrefs and mifcry, 
than the teftlmony of dvery Englifii traveller who 
has ever paffed through the country, who will 
tell y6u,_that, wherever he has flopped tachange 
horfes, numbers of poor unhappy people crowds 
ed round his poft-chaife, foliciting the boon of a 
Angle Hard. Ignorant of the Hate of the poor ia 
other parts of Europe, I can only hope it is not 
more deplorable than in thofe I am acquainted 
with. Let any man of candour declare, whe- 
ther 

, * Depots, ou Renfermeries, 

Prifons de nouvelle inflltution^imagineespour debarralfer prompfe- 
meBt Us rues et les chfemins de mendicants^ a fill que Von ne ?oye 
plus ia mifejre fuppliaote a cote da fafte infolent. 

On les plonge, arec la derniere inhumanite, dans des demenret 

fetides «c tencbreufesy ou on les laiile Uvre% a eux-memcs. L'in* 

ai^lion, la biauvaife nourriture, i'aban<loa ou ils foot, rentaflei;neiic 

. des compagnons de leur mifere, ne tardenc pas a les faire difparoicre, 

l'unaprttl*autrc. 

TahUau de FariSf chap, 185. voU iii. /. 177. 
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t|ier the ftate of fervitude and bondage, in which 
the poor are held both In France and England^ 
does not merit the name of Jlt^eryy and juftify 
the aifertion of its unlverfal exiftence at prefenty 
as well as the opinion of its having exifted from 
the remoteft antiquity, and that it ever muft ex* 
ift in the world-^that it is a genus of the ftate of 
man. of which the different kinds of fervitude 
are diftinft fpecies^ — ^that, as it is impoffible to- 
tally to eradicate it, or put a ftpp even to the 
fale and purchafe of the Negroes in Afrkai which 
is only .o«^ branch of the (commerce of the hu- 
manfpeeies^ fo the modification of the kind of 
fervitude in ufage in any country is not raflily to 
be attempted, nor, in any cafe, to be undertaken 
by perfons not intimately acquainted with it in 
all its- circumftances. Can any gentlemen in 
England, if they poffefled the power, prefume 
themfelves competent to frame laws for the eil^ 
franchifement of all the ferfs in Ruffia or Poland? 
Can any man believe, that, if thofe people were 
at this iTioment fet free from all controul of their 
lofds^ and deprived of their cottages, and their 
prefent tnethod of fubfifting themfelves, they 
i\ould not be driven to pillage and devaftation 
for their fupport ? That fuch would be the con- 
fequence of giving a nominal freedom to the Ne^ 
groes in the ff^ej Indies is moft certain. They 
muft^ in fuch cafe, be compelled to work, by 

laws 


laws far more fevere than the prefent, and thofe 
laws muft be much more rigoroufly executed 
than what they are now governed by. -Neither 
could fuch feverity be difapproved of by the 
people of any nation, who, however free their 

• * ' » 

poor are, oblige them to work. The difficulty 
the poor find of fubfifting themfelves throughout 
Europe^ even in Great Britain and Ireland, where 
liberty is fo popular a theme, is evident, frotn 
the frequent emigrations we hear of. In what does 
their fuperior happinefs confift ? — In the power of 
abandoning their native country, and changing 
their mailers. — Be it fo. I do not mean to enter 
into a comparifon between the different degree} 
of fervitude. Let it be believed, that the Ne- 
groes, in that particular, experience an harden 
lot than Eqropeans. It in no degree invalidates 
the argument, that fueh a defire of change, fuch 
frequent emigrations of the poor of Europe, is 
very far from being a proof of a fuperior degree 
of happinefs. Mr. Clarkfon may, perhaps, main- 
tain a contrary opinion. He may furely do it 
with as mu .h propriety as that which he Jporis 
in his Effay, p. 226. That the danced and merry- 
makings of the Negroes in the Weft Indies **arc 
** fo far from proceeding from any uncommoh 
^^ degree of happinefs, which excites them, to 
^^ convivial fociety, that they proceed rather 
^* from an uncommon deprejjion of fpiritSy which. 

" mgkes 
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makes them even facrifice their reft for the 
fake of experiencing, for a moment^ a more 
joyfiil oblivion of their cares. Thefe dances 
are ufually in the middle of the night; and 
fo defirous are thefe unfortunate people of ob- 
taining but a Joyful hour, that they not only 
give up their ileep, but add to the labours of 
the day, by going feveral miles to obtain it." 
I cannot but wonder, as dg.ncing and merry^r 
making are, in Mr. Ciarkfon's judgment, proofs 
of an uncommon deprejjion of fpjrits, he does not 
bripg the travelling of the Negroes feveral miles, 
after their wor\k, to a dance, and their dancing 
all night, and (which they muft do) travelling 
ttie fame number of mile^ back again, by fi:ij 
o'clock in the morning, in proof of the infup- 
portable fatigue they underwent the day before ! 
Mr, Clarkfon, however, is more cruel to the 
Negroes than their brutal and tyrannical receivers. 
He will not allow them, for a moment, this joyful 
hour of oblivion.. He flops them in the middle 
of the dance, by making one of thefe receivers, 
wounded in confcience, offer them the choice of 
living half the week withopt labour, or the 11-^ 
berty to return to their own country, '* This 
f^ tranfporting found, their country/ interrupts thiB 
^^, fejii^e fcene : you fee them run to the ihore, 
•* frantic with joy, demanding, with ,apen arms, 
ff ^n inftantaneous paflage to their niative plains/' 

. . ' Thi? 


C 207 ] 

This rhapfody of Mr. Clarkfon's Effa^ may be 
cxquifitely fine and poetical ; it may elevate and 
furprife, and all that, as Mr, Bayes fays. — ^A com- 
mon man would have told us, that the Negroes 
demanded the paffage to their native plains rather 
with open mouthsj than open arms; and would, 
perhaps, have made them afk, where the fliips 
were, in which they were to be tranfported, be- 
fore they ran to the Ihore in the middle of the nighu 
But Mr. Clark fon has a very Jlrong and uncommon 
way of defcribing things ! Does he, however, 
give us the leaft reafon to think that the Negroes 
are really defirous of returning to their beloved 
native plains, unlefs it be, that they may dance 
ihere for ever, without interruption, without be** 
ing even impelled to it by any uncommon de- 
preffion of fpirits, and where they may live with- 
out any other labour than this. 

An experiment^ it feems, has lately been made<. 
A number of thefe unhappy people have been 
fent back to their behwd native plains. Let Mr. 
' Clarkfon tell us truly the refult !-~Thefe people 
were fent too from England, where they were 
- declared free ; which may account, perhaps, for 
their not being fo very deiirous of going back to 
their happy native plains, or feeling quite fo much 
tranfport with the delightful found of country. On 
the contrary, we are told, that, infiead of de^ 
roanding their paflage with open arms, they held 
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VLp their hands 2ig^\n0i it ; and that it was bj^rc- 
rcfufing them fubfiftence, a few of them were 
prevailed on to enjbark ; that many of tbem died 
on their paffagc, and the reft perilhed foon after 
their arrival in Africa. However much Mr, 
Clarkfon may be furprifed at it, I can produce 
him an authentic inftance of a Negro, who, with-r 
<uit have any particular cofineftions in Jamaica, 
to allure him, preferred living there as ajlave^ ei- 
ther to remaining in Ehglandyr^<?, or returning 
to his happy native plains in Africa. 

•^ Mr, Samuel Jebb, of Chejlerfield^ in Derby?- 
^* fliire^ took with hiiii to England a Negroe 
*^ man flave, of the EJ?o country, whofe name 
•" was Tom Alligie. He was a great favour^ 
" itc with the family, had been baptifed, 
^^ and lived, with him as an houfe fervant. 
^* After remiuning fome time in England, find- 
^^ ing his matter had no intention to return, 
^' he told him he was fure^ he could be more 

.^* ufeful .to him at, his. plantation in Jamaica 
*^ than in England, , and begged to be fent bacH« 
'^ Mr. Jebb, not willing to part with him, evad- 
^* ed complying with his, requeft under different 
** pretences. The man, having taken his refo- 
** lution, foon after abfconded 5 and Mr. Jebb 

- '' heard nothing of. bim for fpme months^ He, 
*< at length, received infqrcnation from his at- 

. ^* torneys in Janiaica,{Hat the man >vas f^fely a]:- 

' M riyed there, and had d?liver^4 himfqlf up to 

♦* them. 


[ ^09 1 

^^ thtm. The account he gave of himfelf was, 
^ that he went from Chefltrfield to HuUy where, 
^^ finding no fliip bound for Jamaica, he went 
^* on board one bound to America. He worked 
** his paffagc there, and from thence worked his 
^* paflage in a veffel bound to Jamaica. He was 
'^ under the care of MefFrs.^ Hibberts of King- 
^ fton, for many years afterwards, until his 
** death ; dtiring all which time he proved a 
** fteady faithful fervant, without manifefting 
*' the flightcft fymptoms of a diffipated or ram- 
'^ bling difpofition." Numberlcfs are the in- 
Hances which could be produced, of Negroes 
wilhing to be fent back or return with their ma- 
ilers or miftreffes to the colonies from England ; 
but this particular one is felefted, becaufe it 
muft be manifeft to every one, that, if this man 
had preferred his native plains^ to Jamaica, the 
fame exertions he ufed at Hull would have en- 
abled him to enter on board a Ihip at Liverpool^ 
bound to Bonny, and, inftead of working his paf- 
fage, haVe got very confiderablc wages; a per- 
fon who can talk the language of the country, 
and explain to the Negroe ilaves taken on board 
thehr deftination, and the^ nature of the fervice 
they are intended to be employed in, being parti- 
cularly ufeful in encouraging and quieting the 
minds of thofe, who, from the cuftom among 
themfclves (not yet entirely aboliihed in the'in- 

P terior 
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tcrior parts of the country), may entertain fome 
apprehenfions of being facrificed and eaten by 
the whites, in the country to which they arc 
conveyed. It is owing to the numbejr of free 
Negroes, who aft as interpreters upon the coafl, 
and who are ufed to come over in the Have flups, 
and return to- Africa, and who explain, both 
to th,e flaves in the fliips, and to their country# 
men on their return, the manner in which Haves 
live and are treated in the colonies, that thofe 
notions are now pretty generally exploded among 
them, and that the mutinies of the flaves on 
board are fo. much fddomer heard of than for- 
merly. 
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LETTER IX. 
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Dbak Sir, 


"f DO not recolleft that I have replied hitherto 
*»- to two or thVee particulars in Mr. Clarkfon's 
charges againft the planters for cruelty — the 
horfid extremity of labour he would have it believed 
they are obliged to undergo in picking gra/s, the 
whipping them to death for eating canes, and the 
fetting watchmen to guard the provifion grounds, 
with authority to punijh thofe who attempt to 
fteal fuch provifions with a cutbji. I Ihall be very 
concife in my anfwers. 

With refpeft to the Jirjl^ fo far is the grafs 
from being *^ only to be found and picked blade 
*^ by blade,** that one third of the labour of th^ 
Negroes, for great part of the year, is, weeding 
the canes, and keeping them free from grafs :- 
that, during crop, the ftock and cattle are fed 
with the tops of the canes, and the tops of corn; 
and in moft of the iflands Guinea grafs, and: ano- 
tlicr fort called Scotch grafs, are planted for the 
itock, and a mule or two, and proper attendants 
employed in bringing a fuiSiciency to xht fens 
and llables for their fupport^ 
* * P 2 Secondly. 
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Secondly.. So far arc the Negroes from tcing> 
prevented eating canes in crop time, when they 
^e ripe, that every perfon who has travelled the 
roads in the Weft Indies fees them ftrewed with 
the fragments of the canes which arc rejefted, 
after the Negroes have fucked the juice from 
them, 3nd that, when Negroes are detefted ia 
breaking canes before they are rife, they are gene- 
rally fent to the perfons to whom they belong 
to be puniflied. The fame happens when they 
are caught by the watchman ftealing provifions ; 
for the planters arc obliged t© have watchmen 
both for their canes and their provifions, and al^, 
fo for the Negroes own provifions; otherwife 
the depredations which would be committed on 
them would be exceiSve — not by Negroes who 
might fteal to fatisfy their appetite, but to catry 
thefe provifions to market, and fell them. It 
fometimes happens, thefe thieves aflault and 
wound the watchmen ; but in no cafe is the watch- 
. man allov^ed to punilh the Negroe he takes prifoner 
in any aS: of delinquency. In cafe of rcfiftance^ 
. it may happen he may wound the thief, efpecial- 
ly in the night-time. Does not the fame thiiig 
happen in England ?. And is th^ giving a cut- 
lafs tp the Negroe, wherewith to guard his ipa* 
fter's c?ines, or the provifions neccf&ry for the 
fupport of the lives of his matter's flavos^ more 
to be reprobated, than a nwn's guarding his tu> 

nip- 
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nlp-lcld^ or his orchard^ in England^ wkh girns 
loaded with peafe, or frxiall fliot, which is fgrne- 
times done i or kiting man-traps and fpring-guns to 
guard a few cabbages, or cherries, in a garden ? 

Two other remarks of Mr. Clarkfon, ought 
not to be pafled over in filence : ** That ng pcr- 
*^ fon can deny the frequent adts oifuicide among 
** the Negroes* ;'* and that, ** when they die a 
*f natural death, they die with fmiles on tfeeir 
^^ faces/' We dare deny both; and, on the 
contrary alTert, that a&s of fuicide are much 
lefs frequent than in England, and very feldom 
committed by Negroes, who have been refidept 
even a few weeks in the fFeJi Indies ; and that 
when they die, they die juft as white people do, 
without a fingle additional fmile on their faces, 
but in the fame kind of agonies which are gene- 
rally conftquent on the feparation of foul and 
body. That their funerals are attended with 
mufic and dancing, and other marks of feftivity, 
we allow ; but, furely, Mr. Clarkfon forgets, that 
among the Negroes fuch meetings are aflertcd 
by him, not to be ** demonftrations of joy," but 
marks of ^^ an uncommon deprejfion offpiritsJ* Here, 
iiowever, it better fiiits his purpofiy that the 
funeral obfequies of the Nrgro flioyld be cele- 
brated ^* with every poflible demonftration of 

^' joy/' 

* Efiay, p. 233. 
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*^ joy/' It gives Mr. Clarkfon an opportunity 
of aikingj^ " Why this unufual mirth ?'* And of 
replying to his own queftion, with an *? Alas!! 
*• it arifcs from reflefting/' (I prefume he piean^ 
the furvivors refledting*,) *^ that he is gone tQ hU 
** happy country ! An opinion the African^ univer? 
*^ fally entertain t." That it has been faidj^ the 
Africans do entertain fuch a notion, jnay be true, 
but from what authority I know not. There is 
no doubt they believe in another life after this ; 
and no perfon, in any degree converfant with 
them, can have the leaft reafon to fuppofe, that 
any of them were fo brutally ftupid, as to enter-r 
tain the idea Mr. Clarkfon declares to be univer- 
faL The whole of their cuftoms (hew the con- 
trary J. 'When they bury their dead, in their own 
country ; when they facrifice wives and flayes, at 
their funerals, tp wait upon them in the other 
world, what country have they an idea their 
deceafed prince, or friend, is gone to ? If they 
held fuch' an opinion when they firft arrived in 
the colonies, will any perfoi^ think it probable 
that thofe who have lived any tifpe there, flioul4 

continue 

9 Eflky, p. %%$. + lb. p. 233. 

% Vide p. 156. What is there faid, is fureiy fufficient proof of their 
believing in a fmure (late ; and aifo that ^he fpirit^ or foul, of their 
friend, does not return to the land of the deceafed perfon's nativity, 
bnt continues in the vicinity of the place where the body is 
inhumed. 
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continue to maintain the fam« idea ? The fup- 
pofition is too abfurd to render a refutation of it 
riecelSary. 

Equally ridiculous is it to imagine, becaufe 
the funeral ceremonies of the Negroes are at- 
tended with mufic and dancing, that thofe who 
have loft a confort^ a parent, or a child, do not 
grieve, for fuch a misfortune. Would not a man 
of letters, upon hearing of fuch a funeral cere- 
mony, rather fuppofe it arofe from fome fuper- 
ftitious confideration, the caufe or origin of 
which he was unable to explain, or account for ? 
He would, perhaps, quote Hamef and Thucydides, 
to Ihew that the Trojans, Greeks, and other na- 
tions of antiquity, had fimilar ceremonies. He 
.would recolledt what is faid of th,e magnificent 
games with which Achilles celebrated the funetal 
obfequies of Patroclus; Alexander ^ of Hapheftioni 
and. gravely tell us, that notwithftanding the 
mirth and feftivity which accompanied their 
rites, Achilles and Alexander felt the moft poignant 
forrow for the lofs of their refpedive favourites.* 
Notwithftanding . Mr. Clarkfon would have 
us believe, that the Negroes rejoice when any of 
their friends or countrymen die, every man, con- 
verfant with the colonies, knows, and every man 
of common fenfe, who has the leaft knowledge of 
human nature, will believe, that the ties of 
natural affedtion are as ftrong amongft the Ne- 
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grocs^ as among other people of the inferior 
dafs clfewhere.; indeed, they may be fuppofed 
ftronger than among thofe who, when their 
children die, may with juflice refled:, in allevia* 
tioo of their grief, that they were not able tx> 
maintain them, in any comfortable manner. In 
proof th^t, in the colonies, Negroes, like other 
people, are afieded with the lofs.of their friends, 
I can afiUre Mr. Clarkfon, that the hufbands, 
wives, parents, and friends, of a deceafed Negro, 
fliew as evident marks of unfeigned forrow as arc 
to be met . with among the people of Europe. 
They do not indeed, in general, wear black cloaths 
upon the ocQaflon ; but the women, in particular, 
teftify tbciir forrow by the manner of tyeing the 
handkerchiefs with which their heads are bound. 
But is it not extraordinary that Mr. Clarkfoif 
fliould make f^ch an pbfervation, when one of 
the very authors he . quotes,, (Mr. Adan(bn) from 
whom great part of his information of the nature 
of the, country is derived, though not of the 
trade, exprefsly tells us, that they make the 
fame rejoicings at funerals*, in thtiv ttative plains, 

* ** Notwithftanding the violence of this exercife, [daociogj jc 
** lafted a good part of the night. — ^They began the fame fcene the 
** two nightt following^ and the third their enterceiBmcnts ceafed. 
** An BMropeeoif ov^fuch an tccafion^ would h^ve gim^ into mcMrnit^ 
" for fome months, while iAc African fcizes this oppononity to 


t ai7 ] 

as they do in the colonies ? What is the induce- 
ment there ? Is it becaufe the dece^fed has quitted 
his happy cmntry? For the defcription of which I 
beg to refer the reader" to page 42, and the fol- 
lowing pages, of that author. 

To give the reader fomc idea of it, I will juft 
mention, that he defcribes the foil to be a deep 
burning fand. Reaumur^ thermometer flood at 60, 
when the bulb was funk in it. ^^ That the public 
*^ road was ihocking ; the path (fo called) over* 
^^ run with thorns ; they were obliged to creep 
^ through them, the thorns piercing the Negroes 
*' feet J that his own feet funk in the fand, over 
** the flioes, which were filled with it, and that 
•^ in fo hot a flate as to blifter his feet; that his 
•* Ihoes were fo fcorched they grew tough, like 
'* a horn, cracked, and fell away to powder. 
*' The cottages of thefe miferabk pe&pU were 
** only five or fix feet high, ten feet in diameter, 
^^ made of hurdles, plaiftered with cow dung, 
^* which flunk intolerably. The children were, 
** at the age of puberty, running about naked ; 
** and' the heat fo extrem^e, that Reaumur's ther- 
** mometer, in the fliade, flood at forty to forty- 
*' five degrees." Doftor Lind too, in his Effay on 
the Difeafes of Hot Countries, Part L p. 64, 
gives the following extraft. of the journal of ^ 
Ihip, which failed up one of the rivers of that 
country: '*We were thirty miles diflant from 
Q " the 
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** the fea, ia a country altogether uncultivatedj 
** overflowed with water, furrouftded with thick, 

. •* impenetrable woods, and overrun with flime. 
^ The air was fo* vitiated, noifome, and thick, 
*' that our torches and candles burnt dim, and 
^ feemed ready to be extinguiihed, and even the 
*^ human voice loft its natural tovit.^^—Hapjy 
country ! 

I ihall not enter into any difpute with Mr. 
Clarkfon, refpefting the phyjtcal reafon, why the 
Negroes are blacky and have curled wool on their 
heads, inftead of hair > But, notwithftanding his 

• afiertion, he will never convince people in the 
JVeft Indies^ jhat Negro children are born white; 
they are certainly nearer approaching to white 
than would be fuppofed probable ; which com,- 
plexion, however, foon grows more obfcur^, 
even without the aid of funihipe, or of fmoak, 
though not fooner in the tropical, than in colder 
countries. That the offspring of the firflt Porta* 
gpefe, by black women, and their continuing 
from father to fon, to mix with the black inha- 
bitants of the country, have, for many genera- 
tions paft, beconie undiflinguifhable from the 
Negroes, there can be no doubt ; for they are 
^egroes in every fenfe. But that white people 
will ever become black, by living within the 
fprrld zofte^ or their offspring deviate from the 

complexion 
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complexion of their forefathers, there is not the 
flighteft ground to imagine. 

Many young ladies, defcendants of fome of 
the firft fettlers in the iflands, and now in Eng- 
land for their education, are of as fair and deli- 
(Cate complexions as any women in Europe. Nay, 
according to Mr, Clarkfon^s obfervation from 
Herodotus, the Negroes fettled in Qlchis, were 
black, and had.crifped hair, in his time. Sejoflris 
is fuppofed to have been nearly cotemporary 
with Mofes; and therefore, it appears, they did 
not change their complexion by living in a cold 
pountry, for the fpace of 125P years, for fo long 
^ time there was between Sefqftris and Herodotus*^ 
If, during fo confiderable a period, no change 
had been wrought, we imagine Mr. Clarkfoa 
tnuft find fome other caufe for the change of 
complexion, *^ from that of the Negro to the 
f' {2iit Circaftanf r 

Befides the fins committed by the Weft India 
planters, Mr? Clarkfon charges them with thofe 
oi omijjion j and, in the fame politenefs of ftyle in 
which that gentleipan always thinks it becomes 
him to ad4refi5 them, he fuppofes them to 

allege, 

* Sefiiftrls is faid to have been the fucceffor of Amenophis^ and to 
have lived l^^^ years before Chrift. The latter in the 86t!i 
plycnpiad, or about 460 years before the Chriftian ara, 

f EfTay, p; 209. 


allege, that the African Negroes are barbarous 
in their own country ; and then he triumphantly 
demands; ** But do you receivers civilize them*? 
<« — Your unwillingnefs to convert them to 
•< Chriftianity, becaufe you fuppofe you muft 
<* ufe them more kindly when converted, is but 
<* a bad argument in favour of the faft/' In 
plain EngUlh, Mr. Clarkfon means to alTcrt, that 
the planters do not civilize their Negroes, and 
are unwilling to convert them to Chrifiianity j 
and he alleges, as a reafon of fuch reluftance, 
their fears of being, in fuch cafe, obliged to tieat 
them more kindly. 

Whether the Negroes are not in as high a ftate 
of civilization as the generality of the labouring 
poor in Europe, and much more fo than the 
colliers, in the neighbourhood of Briftol, and the 
miners, in Cornwall, Wales, &c, let the people 
of England judge for themfelves, who have, 
within thefe few years, feen fo many tboufands of 
thcrji^ in the metropolis, and its vicinity ? 

With refpedt to the pknter's unwillingnefs to 
convert their Negroes to Chriftianity, let the 
laws of the fevcral iflands be appealed to, which 
fpeak the collective fenfe of the inhabitants upon 
that occafion. The following are the words of 
%hc 45th Claufe of an A6t of Affembly of Jamaica^ 

paffcd 

* Eflay, p. 230. 


J>afled fo lofig fince as the year 1696, cntkle^J, 
Jh A£l foi" the iettir Order and Government of 
Staves. ** And be it enafted, by the avithority 
*^ afarefaid, that all mafters and miftreffes, owners, 
^ ior, in their abfence, overfeers of Slaves, ihall, 
** as much as in them lies, endeavour the inftruc- 
•* tion of their Haves in the principles of the 
*' Chriftian religion, and fhall do their endea- 
^* voufs to fit them for baptifm ; and, as foon ais 
•' they conveniently can, Ihall caufe to be bap* 
^^ tized all fuch as they can make fenfible of a 
<* Deity, and the Chriftian faith/' Surely this 
does not look like an unwillingnefs, on the part 
of the planters, to favour the converfion of their 
flaves. But if, as we are informed by one* of 
the* prefent advocates for the converfion of the 
Negroes, any clergyman, in the colonies, Ihould 
I0 far make a mockery of the facrament of bap«* 
tifrn^ as to admiilifier it to ignorant and un« ' 
inftru&ed Negroes, in order that, when they die, 
he may claim the fees due on their burial, is it 
to be wondered the laity fliould be only luke-. 
vrarla>, m paying obedience to fuch a law as wt 
baye quoted ? 

Eefidet paffing the law above-mentioned, the 
people, in all the iilands, have taken care to. 
make ample provifion for a fufficient nunjiber of 

clergymen, 

• Vide Ram/ay* s Efqy. 
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tlefgymen^ whofe pious labours, if zealoujly and 
duly exerted^ muft have had the defired effect. 
The feveral pariihes, in Jamaica, pay fuch ample 
itipends to the incumbents on them> that no 
clergyman, who does the common parochial 
duty, will find his living worth lefs than 150I. 
fierling a year, befides a houfe to live in 5 and 
fome are worth 500I. and two or three of them 
are even worth from loool. to 1400L fieri ihg 
per ann. Yet not ail the minifters, refide in 
their pariflbes, fome of which are daily increafing 
in value, as well from the improvement of the 
glebe, as from the additional number of inha- 
bitants. To fum up the account in a few words, 
the livings, in the ifland of Jamaica^ are worth 
(one with another) 400I. fierling />^r ann. Where 
fuch liberal provifion is made for the minifters 
of the gofpel, it feems equally unjuft and un- 
grateful, in a clergyman^ to charge thofe who have 
made fuch provifion, with having no regarii to 
leKjgion, which certainly muft be the cafe of 
thofe who are unwilling their flaves fhould be 
converted 5 and if Mr. Clarkfon's reafon for fuch 
reluftance be true, the labours of the minifter 
ought firft to be direSed to the converfion of the 
mafter, who, if he be truly a Chriftian, wpuld 
equally treat the flave with kindnpfs and bene- 
volence, whether fuch flave be converted or 
not. 

I, how- 


1, however, deny the fa&, and call upon Mc. 
Clarkfon to point out the clergyman, who, 
having zeal and piety fufEcient to induce him to 
attempt the converfion of any gentleman's flaves, 
in the manner the pious Moravian clergymen do, 
who has been prevented by the owner ; or the 
clergyman who^ having any flaves of his own, 
has fucceeded in his endeavours, if he made ufc 
of any, to convert them. The fa6l: certainly 
is, the little regard* paid to^^ligion, in the colo- 
nies, (fqr much too littW there certainly is,) 
may be fairly imputed cq the immorality and 
impiety, iand to the fcandalous conduft of many 
of thofe perfons, who^ (unhappily for the colo- 
nies) have been intrufted with the cure of fouls 
in thofe parts of his Majefty's dominions. It 
would be as Ihocking to perfons of piety, as un* 
pleafant to the gentleijlfen in the Weft-Indies, 
andi to myfeif^ to be oj^liged to enumerate the 
many unworthy chafa^ers who have been prc- 
fented to livings in the fugar colonies, I have 
heard of one who had been boatfwain of a 
.man of war; drunkards, fwindlers, and profane 
fwearers; perfons publicly living in adultery, 
and keeping Mulatto women, will be found 
among the number. One man, however, I can- 
not omit defcribing, who, it is commonly faid, 
was once blackened over, and fold as a Negro,. 
'mjammcay and who, at another time, fold bis 

companion. 


r ' ■ 
compa&ionj previoufly coloured^ to make him 

pafs for a Mulatto, tp CobfulJSit^, m Virginia i 

and who was formerly a c^dle-fnufier to a corn-* 

p49y: ofc ftfolUng players^ in the very ifland 

where he has fince beea prefented to a good 

living! I ihall only add^ that jS^p/rv is an 

iiV9)Wpd pradic^^ atid the gWiog a ftm iof cnc^y 

lo.one perfon^ torefignhis living, bytkelni 

.»(ho has intereft enopgh to cditain: the prefni^ 

iu9fi in bis fiead^ is i^orious; iMid the fi^mips&i 

if .as commonly kno^f^^ ai>d ta^lked.of; a$>iikir 

4Tjpney paid for the price of tneftaie* WUt 

fliere are fuch labourers in tht viaeyard|.:if^iik 

wonderful the vintage ihould be iinproAtafile i v 

.,^ Tired with writings 1 muft opw quit my pra^ 

jlflDi^^ng you, ^/, r,,. u 
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AGREEABLE to what t (aid in my Uft, I 
continue my obfervations on Mr. Ciarkfon's 
Effay, who puts many arguments into the mouths 
of the perfons he calls Ji^c^/V^j^ to juftify their 
coHduA^ and then has the pleafure to confute 
them. We do not adopt the arguments he ufes 
for us» If we ihould approve of any of them, 
we beg to urge them in our own words. Amongft 
othersj he charges the planters with allerting the 
iinhappinefs of the Negroes in their own coun« 
try. It is infiftedy on the contrary^ that the 
^ planters do not pretend X9 know any thing of 
the matter. They know not the parts of Africa 
the generality of them come from ; and it is ap« 
parent^ from the writers on the fubjed^ that the 
White people are not admitted to the interior 
parts of Africa. 

But Mr. Clarkfon^s reafon for making the 
planter aflert the unhappinefs of the Negroe ift 
his own country, is, that he may quote a paflage 
which would otherwife not have been fo appli- 
cable, from a fermon of the Bijhop df Ghucefter^ 
preached before the Society for propagating th« 

Q^ Gofpel 


Gofpel in Foreign Parts, on the 217? Feku^ry 
1766. However tjiat pp^lau Had been deceived, 
with refpedt to the fituation or the treatment of 
Jfegroc*, tkc cflnfure which Mr. Clarkfon has 
been pleafed to apply to the planters ^pay render 
a flight notice of him in fome degree neceflary. 
I Jinqw HP? rniy pr^pcf cr mode of doing it, tlyin 
by talking the }ib^xty tft sddreft bim^ as »ear ^ 
may bf , in th« very wor^ of the fcrmoa.— ^ ^ut 
'^ who are y^. Sir, who pretend to judge «f 
^ g^noth^r man's hfppiaefs — that ftat^ which 
j^ each mm^ ^nder the guidaoca of his maker, 
." (}$ plao^ in. Of) fortns for hioifelf, ajid not 
*^ one map fof another ? To know what confti- 
^' tu%tn mine or your happmeft is the fol^ prcro- 
/^ gative of him who created us, a^id caft us in 
'^' fo varipu$ and differ^at moulds. Did our 
*^ fl^ves ever complain %o yov of their uoKappi- 
/^ ncfs,'* amidfl: their labours upon our pianta- 
tions ? " Or rather let oie aik you. Did they 
^f ever ceafi? complaioing of thcix condition,*' 
•/when, bkjjid with freedom^ t;bey were ftarving with 
cold and hunger in the ftreets of the metropolis; 
'^' where they might feue, indeed, the accommo- 
«*^ datioDS of civil life, but rhuft fee them all 
*^ pafs to others, thetnfelvcs unbenefittcd by 
'<* them?" Be fo gracious then, ye patrons of 
freedom and humanity, or fuch of you as pre- 
tend or wtih to be thought fuch> *^ to let oi^r 

^^ flaves 


*' fiaves judge for thetnfelves what it is Whiclt 
♦* makes their own happiners,** which it is bur 
Jntereft to promote; ahd leatn, From the fiate of 
fhofe unhappy wretches, which your clamours 
have induceiJ govwnment to fend back to theiir 
own hu^jyj^ country ^ how very much miftakdn you 
If aVe been, in your endeavours to meliorate the 
lot of thofe whom, m faft, you overwhelmed 
With mifery and diftrefs, by advifing them ta 
Confider themfelve$yr>^ in Great Britain. 

The experiment above alluded to ought to fa- 
fisfy the gentlemen in that country, that, how- 
ever praife-worthy their endeavours to increafd 
the happinefs of the Negroes ih the colonies 
may be^ a total want of knowledge of theif 
character and manners, renders them incompe- 
tent to frame fuch laws aad regulations, even 
with regard t^ their nouriftiment and labour, ai 
woufd operate to their real benefit and comfort 
in the H^eji Indies. The difficulty of making laWi 
For regulating the conduft, and proi'iding for 
the fupport and happinefs of the poor, muff beJ 
obvious to every mati in Great Brifain, who fc-i 
fleets, that, although the attention of the Lcgif* 
lature, as well as of particular perfons^ has been 
kpplied with the utmoft folicitiide to this objecff 
for centuries paft, and although they have been 
conftantly employed In providing for the diftref* 
ihdg and obliging thofe, whu arc capable orf'4a* 
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hcmr^ to cMtribtrte, by that means^ tat^ mwxiik 
beneBt^ and to merit that protc&ron and fij^port^ 
in cafe of future difeafe or infirraicyji which bu^ 
manity fhould oblige the opulent to beftowon the 
indigent; yet> notwithftanding die laboiir andL 
attention of private perfons, and tiie numerQ««$ 
afts of parliament made for theie falutary purpQ** 
fcs, ii^hich are repeated year after year ; notwith- 
ftanding the fums of money raifed for the fuppopt 
of the poor, which have been cdnftandy augmenf^ 
ing, until they fweil to an amount, and which, 
^dded to the income of the feveral charitabliei 
eftabliihments, and the additioml private contri-^ 
buttons of the benevolent and charitable, will be 
found more than equal to the annual intereft 
of half the prefent very heavy national debt^i 
neither thefe immenfe fums, nor the laws osade 19 
compel all the poor, who are in healibv to labwH^^ 
thereby to preferve them from that extreme pe* 
verty and diftrefs, which are Ae ofifepring.- ^rf" 
idknels, and in which Mr* Ckrkfon makes the 
felicity of the Negroes in their own happy plains 
to confili; not all thefe provifions have made (^ 
poorj^ in England, more content or happy, than tfi^y 
were prior to the reign of EUzabetb i at leaft* if 
we may judge from the filence of the Mftori^ 
«f thofe times, as to the unhappinels of thepoor, 
and the incefiant complaims of the prefent aod 
tdAt "witers ^ipon tkat fubjed- The greater part 
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<if thefe poor people are not rnofi^ civilized thad 
the generality of the Negroes in the Weft Indiesi 
and certainly not more to than thofe Negroes born 
in the colonies : and if they are better i'nftruAed 
i^ veligion, we believe it is not owing to the maf* 
tMa by whom they are employed; neither are 
th^fe people, though free, more permitted " /^. 
^ form their fiaft according to their own ideas 
^« of bappinefsj' than the Negroes themfelves^ 
who are flaves^ They are compelled to work by 
ftvene puoHhaicnts ; by ftripes^ by imprifonment s 
nbr are they more goaded on to labour^ by the 
fear of thofe ftrqxs^ and by that imprifonment^ 
than by hunger^ coldt and nakednefs. They muft 
wort:, orftarve; unlefsthey rather chufe to ftcali 
which very many do : witnefs the horrid public 
executions, and the numbers traafported every 
yea^, for that cxime ! Arc thefe people entitled 
to boafl of their liberty? And will that empty 
tiame either feed or clothe them in health, or 
adminifter medicine^ or comfort, to them when 
ftck ^ It might increaie the mifery of a poor 
£;ngli(bman, if, in addition to what he fuflfers, he 
did not confider himfelf free. But a Negro, w^o 
never had an idea of fuch a ft ate of freedom, niay 
"fyttlj be as happy as any other poor man. He 
)}Ve3 in the full enjoyment of his houfe, his family^ 
his ti^e ftock, ami hb cultiisated ff>ot of ground; 
\fi, lafety ^ and in a climate congenial to that under 

0^4 which 


^hich he i^as bora. His fcver^ft taiW U not •^Ai 
to the daily Ubeur of ain huiban4roM \nk Eog* 
land. He has ^ fy^imcf of clc^ihittg aikxwe4 
Ifim by hh mafteri and if hfe Ua4 noM^ would 
fcarccly fuffer from the waat" of i^^, never havi»^« 
been accuftonnfed to it in his on^m country. A%> 
^y rate, he never would e-i^pefteiKe that e^^reiiiitjF 
- of eold wtiich the rag^ of the. pfliw bvt ill defend* 
them from ; atitd by which many t>f th^ {x^^famtsy 
in the northern par is of Europe,^ fuffernnpre piua. 
and nF>irer/> tha^ the Negroes ex{>eneiKre i»iid«r tb^r 
fevercft naafters. For, tba| fcvffiti^, veryiand^dt 
feverities, and; even cfuekie^, h^ye be«n fytfkp^ 
times exercifed by nns^fters, 'an4 plteiier ftill bjT; 
thofe in authority under chem„ in the W^ft In^to^ 
ive muft 0WH and lament, Law» ajje- daily iDddet 
to reftrain and to punilh fuch undue and im|>rope>p 
exercifes of power -, and it: is to be hape4, fiji^h' 
liiws will, with the imprpviq^g rtis^frn^s of th^ in* 
babitams of the colonies, wbich^ like ti>af« of 
t^e people of EurOf e, ar^ daily, iofceping aii4 
growing rhildeir, have the wtihed-^fer good ejflSbA 
of eftablithiflg univerfai humanity there. 

Altho' it is conceived, th^ people \^ Qrl^tt 
Britain do not poflfefs fufficientH knowledge of the 
local and relative fituations of the* mafters^ and 
their flaves, in the colonies,, to ena^U^ th€^ii^/$o 
iraq^e latrs foe the gofermncftt of. fu^ ilave^ i 
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anid.4itho«^gh it is vcty difficcrlr>. even far pflrlia^< 
nf^M> to learn> with preci&m^ the maimer in 
wlHcii dny partmilac. trade or cammerccis coo^ 
dvdied) yet as th^re. cab be no doubt that^ 
ahho' kflSantes may bit gfveiR, «rhere panicidar . 
cQqrQmtmkfs of fli4ps ha^e created both the mari- 
nerSt and the Oaves iinproi>efiy^ and^ froan the^ 
dtffictiky of ptocufing eTkknc^ of fvicb miibe* 
hanrifoar, the I^iws in being onay not be fi^cient 
t0: puttffb thexn as they merit, yet no rrafotiable 
men mil fuppoii: fuch cOndn£t is frec^ent. Epi^ 
demical difordcts> fbch as the .fmaU-pox, m^afles^* 
dyicmitm^f or other putrid difeafes^ may happen 
in fome ibtps, or to the flaves in the coutitry, 
pairticukriy . when they arc fold in confequcnce of 
a famine ; bot, from the care which ib tsikei) of 
them by all humane and prudent commanderSy 
there h no doabt but fuch accidents are guarded 
agaiiKft asmu^h as pofllble. The knowledge lately 
acquired of keeping, the crews of ihips in heakh^ 
in- long v(>)rages, give ftrong ground to hope that 
fimilar methods may have the like beneficial con- 
:^<jaences, if ufed by the captains or rftafters of 
ftxips emplbyed in tranfporting Negroes from 
Afri-ca. . No perfon, who reads the account of the 
flntferalble fitu^ition of the crews of th6 CeftturioA, 
and the othfer Alps, which were under lord Anftm's 
COftiftian^ fony years ago, would haVo imagine i 

Q* , it 

• • • 


d »3* -1 

I 

it poi&ble that fuch voyages aa^ ijipfe wkich 
have been lately, made by captiun Cook, and 
ethers^ could have been completed with fcarce«- 
ly the lofs of an individual. It fvM:ely will give^ 
^s much fatisfa&ipn to the maa of bumanhy 
in the Weft Indies, (and even to thofe planters} i£' 
there are any fuch, as Mr. Clarkfon fuppofes, whp. 
do not pojOTefs any), as to the man of humanity i^. 
Europe, if the regulations, to which the parliav 
ment have lately fubj^ed the (hips in the African 
trade, (hould be attended with the good tffe&s 
expefled from them. But I hope to be pardoAed| 
if I take the liberty of fuggefting to tjiofe, whofft 
' Situations may entitle them to urge their opinion 
in either houfe of parliament upon the fubjeft^ 
when it Ihall again bp taken into, confideration,. 
that there is a very grieat difference ia the lengtlv 
of the voyages from different parts of the coafL. 
Thofe (hips which come from the bottoni of th«v 
Mitjff of Benin, are often double the time in getting, 
to St. ^^hmasy or Princess IJlandy where they flc- 
frelK their crew, and Negroes, than thofe. from 
Qamhiay and other parts ta windward^ ar^> i% 
making t;heir voyage to Barbadoe^^ Surely, the. 
number of (laves on board a ye(rel, ought to be 
XHore in proportion to the tonnage, whei^ the 
YOjHige will^ in all probability, be very fhc^,^ 
thao where, the contrary rtiuft b,e naturally cjf^; 
f ffted^ 
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I beg leave alfo to obfcrve, that any attempt tH 
i>blige the vcflcls oh the coaft, to bring no Ncr 
groes but thofe who are young, or as many fe- 
tnaks as males, wiU be abfurd and nugatory *« 
The dreadful confequence of refufing to byy 
ftofc advanced in years, if offered for falc^, hatf 
Already been pointed out. It has been proved^ 
that the flaves purchafed on the coaft, are brought 
for the moft part, from countries far inland. The 
purchafer, therefore, can only buy what the mar- 
ket vafFol-ds. The only confequence of fuch re-f 
ftrfftion will be, that the merchant muft fell hii 
males to the foreign veffels onthe coaft, or to the 
Englilh ones, which are now admitted into the 
port of ^rinadada'y or fomc of the fbreign ports 
m the Weft Indies j the good policy of whicU 
mode of lliffenng the merchants of Gjeat Britain 
to lupply foreigners with Negroes, may be mucb 
doubted, particularly when the Britifh colcmiea 
are in great want of them. 

It is fcarcely neceffary to reply to the x:alcula-i 
tion Mr. Clafkfon has made of the vaft increafe 
Vhichmay be expedted from 10,000 people, within 
a antury, in a foil congemal to their conftitution, 

■^ The great jiamb^ of wives which perfons among them 
kecp^ .who can afford it, (Smith fays,) and ibme eren i»ooo^ 
wili^ccpunt^ ia fome degree, for their difproporttoii. Thxy - 
fell, it feems, their children, but feldom any of their wivef «. 

. and 


md where the tinetns of fubdftaunce are leaf/* If 
160,000 ihould be the number of their Oi^&pring 
U^ng ai the einl of that term, what ought to be 
die pi]iH>ber of (he inhabitants of England at pre^ 
fcftf? Whereas it appears problematical to. dfic 
|ielfoa( vefTed in political arithnaetici whether 
\hty are M all incrcafed for ieveral centuries laff 
paft t aiid yet that kmgdom hais fufFered by^ none 
^ thofe 4r^ad^ ^arthquake$^i huf ricanes^ ' and 
iPf0teiiC'-fte^flE>s, whircfa^ M^'.' Cl^rkfon fifi ^oafed to 
declairei afere f^ n^any aw^l vUitat'rons of Gk>d> oii 
Ifht fiitjjs^ of Srifmn, foi? the yioAai^ioa of h)| 
htifs^^ h^ inbumajh^y keeping the Negroes in fla^ 
TAry ! Na^^ hie dares ^ farther -, and a% he charges 
tfce fubjejft^ of Greai Briiain with haviiig two 
thirds lif d)i^ impious commerce in then* handsi^ 
ht devils otft^ t^ them a proportional j^art of $he 
¥cnge2nTCc erf the ofiTOided Deity, To what wiJl 
he veiiture to ittribnte the late calanriky which thJe 
people in the neighboqfho6d of Pari^ have exper 
ricncid ? Perhap* to theif vtry fuccef^til encfea- 
vonrs to deprive Great Britain of a great part of 
their corAnncrce. Who js^ he that has thus pre-^ 
fomed to declare the cotmctk of £he Moft High^ 
May we not fay to him, '^ Haft //&^« heard thfc 
^ fecret of God? Arid doft fi&(?»' itftrain vrifdQnri 
• »^ to thyfelf ?*' 
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I HAVE now finilhed my ta&.of foUowiog; 
Mr*. Clarkfpn through hia accufatioas^ as weU^ 
againft the Merchant as the Plamer, I have^ 
however ftill to obferve, that if Mr. Clarkfqi:^ 
thinka he: is authorifed by any thing faid by Shr^ 
Hans ShoJUy Mr. Hughes y or Mr. Binezet, tO) 
calunm'mce the Planters, he is. very reprekenfible,^ 
It is well known, that» e^clufive of the obj,ec«^ 
tions to be made againft part of Sir Hans. Sloans* J( 
acoauntSu which fhew that his credulity, -m^led 
him into abfurdities, the Englifh inhabitants of 
t;h;e We^ India IQands, were^i in his time» mex^ 
of a fierce and military charader ^ moil of whoor^ 
had been partifans, either on one fide, or the 
other, in thse civil wac, which had raged fa dread-, 
fully in the mother country; interipixed with^ 
thefe, were the Baeaniers^ whofe eix^ployment was^ 
that of plunder and rapine, an4 whofe fpoils were^ 
generajly difllpated in riot and debauchery. Some, 
fryr of this, latter clais applied to agriculture, is^ 
the Englifla colonies; but they were only, a fewj^ 
for the larger body of them retreated to the north- 
eaft part of Hifpanio^a. Yet, all thefe emigrants 

from 


from England, of whatever defcrlption, who be* 
came Planters, agreed in one point; they learnedf 
from the Dutch then fettled in South America, 
i^d who monopoUzed the trade of our iflands, 
the arts of planting, and of manufafluring the 
fugar cane, as well as the management and treat- 
mcr^t of their flaves, which, conformably to tw 
temper and habits of their inftru(5tors, and td thi 
extreme favage ftate in which the Africans thek 
were, produced thofe feverities, and a rijgour df 
^ifcipline on their plantations, nearly bordennj^ 
vpon that cruelty, which we of the preftnt age; 
with juftice, condemn, nor is now neceffary, (if 
ever it was neceffary,) to be^exercifed upon the 
Negroes. 

Their more immediate defcendants, we itia^ 
imagine, were not in general educated in *lucfi 
manner as to make them look with abhorrence m 
the aftions of their parents; but, the rifing gdrie- 
ration of Weft Indians, nurfed in iheboforttbf 
peace^ not untinftured with liberal fcience, 6? 
minds more enlarged, and manners more refinedj 
employed in enriching the mother dountry,*'ti^ 
the arts of improved agriculture and commerce^ 
muft furely be perfons of much milder difpd- 
fitions, and more humane fcntimente. TMs 
change of manners among the white inhabitants^ 
of the Weft Indies, is to the full as confpiciioift'Us 
among the inhabitants of ajiy part of Eurdpc^i^ 
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KA if it is noti it muft be owiD|^ to the improper 
education which their youth receive in England^ 
from whofe fchools and univerfities they draw 
their inilruftion. The manners of the mafters 
always have an efleffc on their dependants* If 
thofe of the wjiite inhabitants in the colonies ar^ 
foftcnedt thofe of the flaves are in proportioa 
not leis fo. In confequence of which» the laws 
are daily leis and lefs ri^d« The fear of infurrec* 
tions,ampng the Negroes, which the more ancient 
inhabitants cannot help retaining^ from a recqlr 
le^on of their former frequency, and the horrid 
4;onfequences of them, are confidered, by die 
younger people^ as hardly probable to happen in 
future. They look upon the increafed number of 
white inhabitaotSi the number of Creole fla^yesi^ 
l^nd of free Nejgroes and Mulattoes, and the re- 
l^ation^ of tha^t.fe verity formerly thought nccef- 
fary to be exercifcd on the Negroes, as fo maiw 
additional reafpns of their prefenc and future fe- 
-purity. While the greater degree of attention 
,paid to the health, the welfare, and the happineft 
pf their flaves, which the increafed value they are 
of».as. well .as the fupcrior degree of humanity 
the,- matters and overfeers poflcfs, confpire t6 
r^jp4er the];" Negroes more eafy, content, an^^ 

iati^fied in their fituation; and induces me c6 
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Cp9)pare th?ii:. lot with, that of the poqrei: peafaQts 
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*Tcannot' heJf rcmatkirtg, iniproof of tKe wealth' 
and happihefe of-tbe Negroes in this country, 
ifmr, at this feafon of* the year, and parttctftarly 
en the firft of this month, I faw great humbera 
pafs my window drefled in a ftile of -expence whidt 
fte generality of people in England wifl fcarcdy 
bdfcve, attended with mufic. A /?/ of them 
(fcr?by f hat appellation they diftinguifh thenfifel ve3) 
trere in the houfe white I was writing one of rny 
fornrtcr letters. They confiftcd of about thirty 
yoiing women, with white beaver hats, ornamented 
with blue ribbands, and brown and white, and black 
bftrich feathers. They wore fhort gowns; of fine 
printed calHco, of the fame pattern, and were at- 
tended by fiddles and a tabor and pipe; feme of 
them were acqnaintcd with the houfekceper, and, 
Vpon the ftrength of that, familiarly entered the 
liaH, and danced for half an hoar, were regaled 
with cake, wine, &c. and then purfued their di- 
Vcrfion ; many fucfa fcts, fome of them fti^l better 
cfrefffd, were at the fanrre time parading. in differ- 
ent parts of the town : f am convinced there were 
fbme fcores, whofe cloathes and ornaments, tipon 
this occafion, did not coft lefs thlan from ttn t6 
fifteen guineas. 

I know the rifque I run of difpleafing numbers 

* of people in Great Britain, by daring even to 
'hint, that any man in that country is not a free- 
man. But as I conceive my pofitions irefotinded 
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-on the firm and folid bafis of truth, I daubt not, 
where the refcntmcnt and prejudice of the nlome^t 
have paflfed over, the juftice of thcmr will have 
their due weight, and meet with the aflent of 
the candid and difpaffionate. ' 

It is allowed the Planters are not the original 
tnen PeaUrs j but the brutal receivers. Now, 
though, from rcfpeft to the feelings of our fellow 
fubjcfts in GreatBrit "in, I have forcborn tb deny the 
affcrtion of Mr. Clarkfon, that no man there can ie 

fold like aheafi\ (a very figurative, pretty exprefflon; 
as if a beaft was * fold in a different manner from 
any thing elfe;) 1 may perhaps be forgiven, if I 
attempt to (hew, that men are /aid to hejold in 
other parts of Europe. We have heard it afferied 
that fome parts of Germany are markets for the 
fale and difpofal of the human fpccies, and that 
forhe of the princes of the empire do actually fell 
their it! bj efts. 

By the lad treaty made between Great Britain 
and the prince of Hejfe C/jJfel ^ the price, or, if it 

. will be. more refpeftful, the hire of an HeJJiun 
fbldier, arms, accoutrements and all, is fixed at 
39 crowns* banco -^ which, at 4s. 9d. ^ the crown, 
amouTits to 81. i8s. per head. If this can be 
called a fale of them, whether a Heffian is fold, 
like a beaft, or like a man, is a matter not worth, 
•difpute ! but in fuch cafe, the purcbajers arc the 
receivers of them. Will any pcrfon vent-wre to 

caU 
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t/iil the people of Great Britain brutal^ Itxl{4oul^^ 
and execrable noen^ for having mad^ fuch a ueaty I . 
Thefe are ternu of reproach that hare-brained le« 
Tellers^ or ipecious hypocrites^ ought alone to be 
tolerated in the ufe of; whatever fuch people majr . 
£l7» thofe who roafon, will fee the propriety of 
making fuch engagements^ or bargt^ns^ howevee 
much they may lament the neceility which occa«- 
lions them> and which arife$ from the nature and 
.condition of man^ of which it is affirmed tba|; 
flavery^ varioufly modified, is an e0ential xronili** 
tuent part throughout the world. AH that can be 
done^ by the wifeft and bed; of men> is^ to render 
it as eafy as poflible* It may, in time, become as 
light in the colonies, as in any part of Europe^ if 
it even fhould be otherwifc at prefent* 

There are fuppofed to be now in Jamma ten 
thoufand free Negrpes; moft of them have a 
decent means of fubliilence \ from the obiigatj^on 
the law lays on every man^ to make a proviGon 
for every (lave he emancipates \ none of thefe hire 
.themfelves out to work in the fiield j they are in, 
general tradefmen; fuch as carpenters, fmiths^ 
mafons, taylors, &c. or hire themfelves to wait 
upon gentlemen as fervants. It is probable^ 
the offspring of thefe people, if they multiply 
confiderably, will be obliged to apply themfdvca, 
to agriculture, for want of fufHcient employmcpi. 
The greater wmber of flaves imported, themojfc 
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fttqoeit aitd fi^imcrotis will future emancipation^ ' 
bfcd</me; until perhaps the numbers of free Nc-?! 
^es 'may become fo confiderable, that the 
ttanter tnzy be able to hire them at a reafonablc 
rate, to do the work of his eftate ; in which cafe 
ydu may reft fatisfieJ that 'the emancipation of 
tfifeNegrocid will become' general. For, whatever 
gttnlertien in England may think, there is nothing 
more certain than that if free labourers couldt 
be hired in the colonies, at the fame rate they arcC. 
to* be* engaged in the deareft county in England^ 
the Planter would, with the utrrioft plcafure, give 
freedom to all his Negroes, and be equally happy, 
atnf Benefited by the change bf their condition. 
Any Endeavours to antidipate fuch an event, by 
flopping or reftraining the commerce of Daves 
oh the coaft of ^/V^, mufthave a direift contrary 
t(*iidency. The attempt to regulate it, may evea 
be^acttended with bad confequences ; as it is^ felddm 
pkfliiment is able to obtain fuch accounts of 
foreign commercial matters, as to enable it to judge 
with precifion ; the perfons from whom the infor- 
mation is received, beingj in general, either pre- 
jufficed; or Intcrefted. Every man, however, con- 
nrfted with the colonies, will be pleafed, if the. 
regulations made, or intended to be made^ fhail 
aiilwcr the good purpofcs dcfigaed by themj and 
enrery gciod man will rejoice, if the laws^ at J>i'e- 
featittiftiog ia any of the colonicsi are not &A-^ 
i R cicnt 


takaat 1:0 tc&mn, nr puniih th(9& ifbo qpprc&B y^ 
twic Nc^ioes "i^ithvCrueltyj &aU be to ksiyn $h^ 

il» fipoeiag die Ncgrp^s ^-om diek ^ctfei^ fia|^f|* 

fiavt:!^, or tkt Aappiog fotur^ i(iQ>c»rUt)|»ff>^ 

e^faen^ 'WcAildbi^ equiiiy uirjiiift and n»pf Ittie: 1 ;«||^ 

^jibO^ iiemiiift ifte iiia^ hts iiMriird tfarpolopHb 

iMipditic, as k wiwld enaUe thi^^pdierna^QW 
Burqpe^ ivfao ^ouU tpositinuc iSk oommapoe iiini 
KivsUcdy to mgmoit liie coldmtiaa t>f tkeir go* 
lohksj to the tcmi ftod deftru^oa cf thofib lof 
Gxtu Bikaifiu 

Then can be die ie& rearfbn fsr anjr focli ffap^ 
Sf, aslliopeithasibeencleaiiy fliewn, dtatikveiy 
MftrvkudCj in fome degree^ exifts in every part 
•f tte xrc^ld, and chat the poor people vf ererjr 
denonrnnation^ and every where, aie trufy and 
cxffistdaHy thofe idho bear, and CTer tmrfk bear^ 
Ittuthens iKayier or ijglxter^ accordingm ctfcum* 
ftmces may occtn** That die moft faonevolevrii 
intemUffia of the iiomane snd charitable, diou^ 
Idiqr may alleviate ami lighten tbefe burxhcm, oan- 
flot take Them entirely away ; which is an afafolitte 
|)roof, that this diiBS&rence ^f ooadttiDn is cvecf 
mh^n the lot of liuman nature, and c^n fe q ue ndy 
«%mfoiniaible «b the will of God. if dK al^idg^ 
went of natural libtrty, which all men in fopeqr 

-QRvIt «sp<irkacc!9 in toe degivei otugfSMtoi 
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% be csiltd Jtdvery^ or by any oth^ name or de* 

tiornination, the nature of it will be the famfei ittui 

we may fay with Macrciius, ^^(^uid ilia nofnen 

fti^tuHs horrdnus? Servus eftquldemi fedne^ 

ceflitate/fed fortafle libero animo eft. I|ac illi 

'^lUircebit^ ii oilenderis> quia hon fir. Alms liblu 

"^dini (erriti alius avaritiflSj' alius ambitioiiis 

^omnesfpeii omnea timori; etcerte, nulla icprvi*- 

'^us turpior quam voluntaria« 
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J^i proroge ju/qu'au !.«• Jout 1789, la permiffion 
ac cor dee par V arret du i%juin 1783, d'introduire 
aux ijles du Venty dans 'Us Ports d' entrepot ^ les^ 
Noirs de Traite etangere, avec une diminution de 
droits h V entree : ^i permet pendant le mime 

' temps y V exportation du Sucre brut de Vifie de 
Sainte-Lucie i rEtranger^ en acquittant les 
droits du Domaine d' Occident j €sf qui porte d 
Deux cents livres par tete la Prims accordeepar 
r arret du Confeil du 26 OSlobre 1784, aux Ne^ 
gocians Franfois, fur les Noirs de Traite Fran* 
£oiJey quijeront introduits dans le port des Cayes 
St. 'Louis d Saint Domingue, pour rapprovijionne-- 
ment de la par tie du Sud de ladite IJle^ en ob'^ 

' Jervant les formalites prejcrites. 
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Extrait dcs Regifires in Conjeil d*Eta^. 

LE ROI s'ctant fait reprcfcnter l-arrct rendd 
en fon Confeil le 28 Juin 17^3, pv Icquel 
Sa Maj6|t£ a pennis atJH B4tii|itns etr^ers du 
port de cent vingt tonneaux & au-deflus^ l^rriv^t * 
direften^cni de» cotes d'Afr^u^v ^h^tiin avc^ iioe^ 
cargaifon de pent quatre-vingts Noirs au moins, 
d'abdrder dans le pore principal des iles de U 
Martlniqui^ de'lk Gil^cloupe^ de Sdnte- Lucie 
^deTabagOj juAju'au i.« Aoilt 178^, & d*y 
veiidre lefdifs Noirs^ en payant ptx cliaque tSt9 
4e Kegres, N^gfeffes, Kfgrillons tc KegrhttfJ, 
yfii disoit de C^nt Uvre$9 argent dp Fran^e^ donf 
Ic preduit feroit employ^ en Prinoes, au profic 
de$' Artnateurs frarijois aui importeroient, P^n-' 
dant le meme temps dans Icfdites tlesdu Vent^ 
des Nigrcs. provenans de leur commerce eri* 
Afriq^e^ Vu pareillenrtent, par ^ Majeftc, Tait^* 
rendu en fori Confeil, Ic ^6 oAobre 1784, par 
kquel^ independaoiment d'une gratification da 
Quarante livres par tonneau^ de continence 
dcs Navircs franjois employes a la Traite des 
>^oifs, & payable au depart> £lle avoit accOrd€ 
tine Prime addicionilelle de Soixante livres, argents 
de France, pour chaque t^lte deNoirs provenans 
Se kdite Traite^ qui feroitat intrpduit^ dans^ fe$ 
^ flcj 
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flea de la Maftkuque & de la Guadeloupe^ & de 
Cent livres potir ctux qui (ercnci^t tra^fport^s par 
lefdits Navlrea frai35;ois> caac a Cayenoe & aux 
ties dc Saunte-Lucie & d^ Tabagp> que dans la 
pard<^ du fi3$l de Sa^^Qpiiiinguei, d^puU le'cap^- 
Xi^HTon juiqu'^ la pointe de la JBeate : S4 ^4^^ 
j^Ve^attt fai; repd^c cqsppte disu Tcffet q^'p^t' 
{U*QdjuU.ce;s dpax arr^cs^ pouc I'apprqyifipr^nmie^ 
dtB fts Coilonici, EUe a recaanu que k* yuL4e;SXjCr* . 
Cjailoruic% par la guerre dan§ k$ atellera dfftjne^Ji 
l^Aiicuf^. etifiein eniQpr? loin d'ejxe^rcpajT^^i qij«. 
4*ua |:6i;e les E^^pgers p^i^oifToi^pt avpir :^r$: 
^ign4^ 4^ P<^ts qui le\;r ecq^i^nx ouver£s^ .par la^ 
difficultt dexeinplir l^s CQi^ditio^sprefcntes^^Q^ 
riji^KKlu&ioa de leurs Kolr«> & par T^^^ d^b> 
dmiti ip)p©^ a leur eatree j en force qu'iU a-ei» - 
<MC icapofte .qu'un trils -petit nombre a la M^ti«: 
niquf .^ a lai Guadeloupe, & qu'ils n'tn of\t. 
zfns:m aucvn a Satnte<rL<ucie &c a Tabagoi que 
d'un 2^cr^ cote le6 expeditions Fran^oiic^ pour, 
la itraite des Noirsit fuffifanc it peine ^ rapproyi-o 
fionnement des parties du nord. & de ToueS: 
de Saint- Dominguc, le* Ncgodans. ni^lgr^ 
Vappac d'une double Prime, ont neglige les ales 
du'Vwt, ou il$ ont introduit encore moins de 
Noirs que les Etrangers eux menicsr que la 
partie.du fud de Saint-Doniinque a etc, par les 
i^nfoie^ n(iocif$, prefque abandonees & que: Ics 
Noiri^ qv^'oti y a tranfpoi^tes^ loin de fournir de 
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•Hbu'V^eltes ftflb\»'ce& pour rimmeitie augmenta- 
tion' <fe ctflmre dont cette partic eft fufccptiWe, 
^l^t 4 peine fiiffi au rempkicement de ceux que les 
maladies ou ladefertion enldvent annuellenient 
^k habitations. Dans ces circonftances. Sa 
^Majcfte a jug^ que TinteriSt general ide ies 
Etafe^iant en Europe qu^cn Am6rique, ^anc 
exig6 qu'Elle derogcat, pour quelque temps '& 
dans certains lieux, aux loix prohibitives qui in- 
terdifcnt aux Etrangers le commerce des Noirs 
'dans fes Colonies, il falloit, pour rendre ccttc 
derogation utile, prendre des mefures conve* 
*nablespour que les Etrangers admis a contribuer 
% Papprovifionnement des ties du Veni, n'en foient 
^as detounes par des conditions trop feveres,' & 
pour que les Armateurs Francois, i la faveur des 
nouveau5f encouragemens, puiflTent foutenir cette 
concurrence & multiplier leurs fpeculations, en 
prefcrivant ncanmoins les precautions ncceflaires 
pour qu*il ne foit pas abufe de ces favcurs. A • 
quoi voulant pourvoir : Oui le rapport, ie Rok 
•eYant et>j son CoNstiL, Sa Majefte aordonneSc 
i^fdonne ce qui fuit : 

' ' Article premier. 

A compter du jour de la publication du prefent 
jirr?c, &jufqu'au i." Aout 178^, les Batimens 
etrangers du port de foixante tonneaux & au* 
deflTus, feront admis dans les Ports* d'entrcpdt 
ieulement, des iles de la Martinique, de'la Guade»- 

loupe^ 
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loupe> dc Saiiitt^Lucie &: de Taba^o^ tt\^ec.1«t 
Nohrs'dent ils fcroat charges^ en qvdque oombrc 
que ce foit> & en quelque lieu qiie les charger 
mens aient ete faits^ pour etre lefdits Noirs ve»« 
dus dans lefdtts ports d'entrepdt, de la meme 
maniere que les autres objets d'approvifionneml^t 
dont rintrodudtion eft permife par Tarret du ^jo 
aout 1 7 84* 

11. 

Ix. nc fcra per;$u pour tous droits quelconques 

a Tencree^ dans lefdits Porta d'entrepdt^ qu^ 
Trentc livries^ argent dc France^ par chaqiie tetc 
de Noirs, apportes par lefdits Batimcns ctrptngpRs 
;»ux lies de.la Martinique & de la Gus^de^Qupe, & 
Sixu liyresi feulement fur ceux qui ferpDt,2!ppQr)te» 
lt$ainj;€r^Juucie & a Tabago, 

•■♦'-'' 1 1 1» , ,..'.,'' 

' Le& Armatcurs fran§ois, foitdii royaume, fok 
des - Ides ;&? Colonies fran^^oifes^ qui voudront 
fconcourir^a i'importation des Noirs etrangifers dans 
lefdits Ports d'entrepoc des quatre tics du Yent^ 
feront fooimis aux memes precautions, forxxulite& 
&: vifites que les Armateurs etrangers; & en aU 
de contravention, ils fubiront, comme eux, les 
peiner portccs par l^article X de Tarret du ^o aouu, 
1784; mais ils nc feront tenus d'acquitter que 
Trois livres pour tous droits par tcte de Noirs^ 
iJaiis les quatre Illes fufnommces. 




IV, 
tA pracimi«4es 6fok^tsM]$ fti tes deos a; tide* 
|)i^6c^ Ai^ fw fesi N^ir^ Icraager^ ^ ferf veria diiis 
U cmiSa 4t U Mtrimlqi^ poor Su^ appliqvic ^ 
|)fiytem6f)ft 4*u(ie Prime de C^t fipiiMtnte Uvreft» 
que $1 Maj^^ MTCOHk MX ArEn«tew& dw^b&ti^ 
Qi^fit^ JS^iera dti/Gemm^Fct (ie Fiumce^ pew 
chaque lece de Ndgres, NegrefTeSj N^grtUf^n^ ^ 
Negrittcs, provcnantd^UTraitc franjoife, qu'ils 
mfitodiiinmt dans^ knives ties du Vents taqneUe- 
IMmtrStni pssy6c k la Marcin^ue, hr tea certi& 
cats^ timt de^ Officiers de rAmiraurt & du Ra^-: 
ceveur <lu domanic d'Oc<»denty dii PortroO le di* 
hkr^xi^tneikt A^r3k e^Vie^^ ^ue des CommiSSraii^s du 
(ettlnMi^^i tills par rtdcendaitt ott I'OcdotmataOT. 
Pans le cas ou, d'apre6 Tarrete qui ftcafait ditfilue 
anii€e^4u 31 Juillet^ par llatendant dc la Matti* 
siquei dti produif^s dtoits pcr(v9daii8 kTdit^ ifle 
far les Noirs de Tf fttte Scraagerie^ cq pr^^dlfit t»^ 
p6itfroit paa fuUke au p^^ment des <^ereiM«s 
IMoies acquifes amx Armateur^ frao^i^a il en 
ferafait une repardtion proporcbnnelle etitre ks 
divers B^timens qui auroot aequk la Piime > & 
]e </^c£/ pour chacim d^eux fera acq^ukle^ i leur 
Htxsmr daaa ks ports de France^ par les Receveora 
drs Fermes daqs lefdits Ports^ filr la fepr4feti- 
tatum des eerdficats pareila i ccux cirdcfltis pref*' 
critSy & yifes par llnteodaii]: db la Mardnique^ 
i^nHnoncerdhcla^quodt^dii^/l^^//. i 

V, 
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^ Air noofcn <fe la Prioie dUdeffiis, Sd Majeftc 
fi^rifioe ccUe de Cent Itrrjca & de Soucante U vresn 
l^u'EUc »Y0it 9Ccordee par 1* article III de Tarrlt 
du t$ oAobre i784f a^x Negocians^ frao^ois^. 
pour chaquc t^te dc Ncgres 4^u'ils in(roduiroient 
daM les IteSi d^ Vcas & a Cayenne ; & Sa M^ 
yA6 rend oonmHines I cette dejrniere Ifle, les dif**^ 
pofitions.des articles precedens^ qui font rdativei 
a Sainu^I^wie & a Tobago^ pour Timportatioa 
dcs Noijg^; proven^t caat de la Traite fran$t>U^ 
gvf^ydci k TraUe- itr-angere. 

VI. 
. YfiUT Sa Majefte cj^'il foit paye aux Badmen>. 
fjrai^^id^ qui appor(eroa( & vendront au port de^ 
Ca];|e^ feuteme|i|:> pour rapproyirionnement de In 
partie dju fud de SaiiH^Domiiigue, des Noii::^ ffjih* 
y^ts^m . dfi Ifm: commerce dired fur les coit^ 
dcAfi!iqw> ui)e Prime de Deux cenc^ livxes paj? 
t^ede N^ijTSi au HeudQcelle .de Cept liyrcsi fixep 
pur Tarticlp III. de Tarret du a^ odtobre 1784. 

VII. 
;.FQua: pquvoir jouir du ^^eficc de cette Prime| 
Ie§ Capitaifies defdits Batimen&^ a mefure qu'il^ 
pfOC^d^rofO: a la vente defdits Noirs^ le$ feron^ 
^c^mper lifiblement^ dans la partie fuperieure du 
|>ra3 gauche, de la lettre S^ fprmontee de deux 
poinds : fera ladice etampe reconnue fur chaquQ 
l^oir^ p¥ \^ P.^^^^MI* du bureau de r£atrepo^ 


C as* I 

I qui lefdits Nbirs feront reprefenies, lors de k 
• •♦♦•■■»• • , ' 

fivrai'fon ; ainfi que rctatnominatif d'iceux, figne^ 
tant du Capital nc que de Tacheteur, avec declara- 
tion du nom & domicile de T^abitant, & de 
k (ituation de l'habitation> dans lapartle du Sud« 
pour Ic fervicc defqucls ils auront etc vendus. Lc 
Dircdtcur deTEntrcpot tranfcrira lefdites dcclaraf 
tlons fur un regiftrc particulier I ce deftinc, & les 
remettra enfuite au Capitaine^ revetues de foa 
ccrtificat de verification d'etampe & d'enregiftrc- 
ment ; tous les trois mois, il en dreflera un releve 
fommaire, pour ctre adrefle par les Gouverneur- 
lieu(;enant«general & Intendant, au Secretaire 
d'Etat ayant le departement de k Marine & des- 
Colonies, Independamment des formalites pref-^ 
critcs par Tarret du 26 oftobre 1784, lefdits Ca- 
pitaincs feront tenus de faire vifer par les repre- 
fentans aux Cayes defdits Gouverneiir general 
& Intendant & de rapporter, i* les fufdits certi- 
ficats du Direfteur de TEntrepot ; a* rexpedition 
primitive qu*ils auront prife en France, cnoncia- 
tive du port & jauge de leurs Navires> & de 
Vepoque de leur depart ; 30 Tetat de leur cargai- 
fon a Tarrivee aux Cayes, & le proccs- verbal de 
la vifice qui en aura etc faite, conformement aw^ . 
Ordorinances. 

VIIL 
Defend Sa Majefte a tout habitant des parties 
jde Toueft & du nord a Saim Donninguc, d'ache< 
*^ ter 


ter ou faire acheter . par peribnnes Interpol 
icei, mcme d'echangcr & fairc tranfporter, foxii 
quelque prctcxtc que ce puifle ctre, tant qut 
la Prime accordee par I'article VI aura lieu, aur 
<uns ?Noifs marques de Tetampe, & provenans 
jdes importattons qui fe feront dans ledit port dH 
Gaye$, a peine de confifcation, &c de trois mill^ 
livres tournois d'amende centre chaque contreve- 
nant, dont moitie applicable au profit du deion- 
ciateur ; enjoint aux Officiers des Etats-majorS & 
dts Milices, Officers d- adminiftration & de lui- 
ticfc d*y vciller foigneufemcnt, & atnc Gouvemeur-1 
Kcuttoant-gcneral & Intcndant, H'y tenir fevered 
fnentla main. ' ^ 

IX. 
Ordonne Sa Majefte; que la Declaration dfu 
12 o&obre 1739, qui prohibe le tranfport des 
Noirs des iles du Vent 3. Saint-Domingue, & re- 
ciproquement, continuera d'etre executee ftlon Ik 
forme & tenuer, fauf ncanmoins les pernvffions 
particuliercs que Sa Majefte pourra accorder aui 
Proprictaires d'habitations fituees auxlles du Vent 
& fous le Vent, pour le tranfport des Noirs ^u*iis 
auroicnt intdrSt dc faire paffer de Tune fur Tautrc 5 
lefqucUes permiffions ne feront accordees que fur 
Tavis 4cs Adminiftratcurs de la Colonic d*oii lea 
Noir$ feront tires, & moyenaa^t lei formalites i8e 
prSeattiions ligceflaircs. 
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Sa Ma^ksyb afMt igard ft U poficiM parctotfi 
t^e oft fs croui^ lile lU Stifit-lJadt/ & 3iPi(«)MA 
•acoiiragttr k rfubUlSkHMC dct Snenerka ^pMiH^ 
ttayHieur des ttmps « fiit abttiKlMMCy pMVief tttt 
liibiftM de ladit€ ifo Kftxponw fcl'Btrangi^ jttft* 
i^^M termo fixe f» l^ardlel.cr par4« BldttMc^ 
ff ansoss oo Itrangers qui ftront tKfN^^ 4ii Poit 
iTentrepk feuttimnCy ies Sucids biutM 4u orA ie 
ladite Ifle, a I'exdufion <b tons awn^^^n ttcquit- 
itont^ avant le d6iM»«> la tocalkiE «lu <lm{tJ&x4i6» 
maine d'Occident^ 2c accefibirct^ ^a faif^Mitor 
declaration du Port a la d^taaciM dyqud Mdits 
Sucres bruts feront expedies, & en ^emplilEuit los 
.&rmalites prefcrites par I'arret du 30 aout i784> 
pour les exportations k rEtrangerj des Mtra artU 
des peirois par ledit arr^t. . ..: 

XL 

Seront au furplus les arrets du Confeil dee a6 
juiD 1783, 30 aout & 16 oftobra 1764^ ainfi que 
tous les Rfegtemens coocernant les pfobibidoii|> 
cx^cut^s felon leur forme & teneur^ en to\rt cd 
qui ne &ra pas eoaaraire aux djipofitions du prS- 
fent arrets fur lequd toutes Lettres n^efibtres 
leront exp^diees. ' ^ *" 

Ma^de Sa Majeile I Monf» le Due de Ihttk^ 
^evre^ Amiral de France^ de lenif la maM:^ 
Texecution du prefent a(f$t^ CO <9e qui cescei^^ 

Ics droits dc fa charge^ 
-;- \ Makp9 


diHSf {acsodMtt it OnibiiAaffm ■ jit& Ics .da 

iPace qui k^i^aocariie; in m«a it i'«xociitfQn.sdui* 

jCoofeMs fufwraettrs^ lu, public & a£eh£ pw^Mic 
lou bdbin Jfert* 

, F^iT mi CoofeU d'Ecat tk^ot, St Migefll 
y:ifmh tow % Verfailks le ddxionB jour <k fepiP 
«wte« nal if pt oost t|iiMfe^viiigt*-£x« ^ Slfiii 

Zfi 2>f;^C BE PENrniEFRE, 
Aniptd da J^Mttt, Ctmfemeur H lAeuttnant ^hd* 

I 

rai fvOr h Roi, en fa province de Sretagne^ 

TTTU r arret du Confeil d'Etat du Rol, ci-deffui 
▼ & des autres parts, a nous adrejGCe : Maw- 
PONS a tous ceux fur qui notre pouvoirjs s'etejad, 
de Texecuter & falre executer, chacup ea drok 
ioK fiiiyant fa forme & teneur ; & ordonnons aux 
TQfficiers des Amirautes de le faire enregiftrer sai% 
greffes de 'leurs Sieges, lire, puhlicr & aflklicr 
par-toiit ou "beroin fera* 

Fait a Paris Ic vingt-ciac| feptembre mil fcpt 
jcfcrit quatre-vingt-fix. Signe L. J* M. 'D]E 

Bourbon. js://>/^j^^j, parSoaAUeflcS^-r 
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*' £<IHRD ULE, fy which begrmts UhfLf^j^r 
\A^ Gmmerct of Nep'4ies mtk tk^ Jfimds->4if 

' .vinfit vf Caracas y ta Spaniards as wiU as.Strsm^, 
. gers^ under the frUowing RegufatiMs and Cm^ 
zi'StimSf vizm . ^ 

IT H E K I N G, CtfARLEs the Fourth, xn wi 
del- to fai^ilkace to all my bejbved fubjedl^^ 

}»f eirery means poffible, the great advanta*-^ 

gjeft which the encouragement of agriGHiiDUfQ; 

ought to produce^ have direfted that proper ^x^ 

itiinations may be made into the various piropori 

fitions that have been made at ilindcy times^ U^\ 

liie inriportation of N^roes jntQ ch() iflaads. C|^ 

Cuba, Sc, Domingo, Porco Rico, and pr9V|n<;^ 

of Catica$9 in order to fupply the pre&nt gf^ 

necefEcy ; without which fupply they c^nnQt pi#^ 

per, flpurijh, or produce to the ftate the^ inwcij^ 

riches which their climate, attd the fertility ,<)| 

^ir landsj o9er themi and after treating thi^ 

weighty matt^ with the refle<9:ioin it deferv§% 

I have determined,, for the prefcnt,.that this cpn)<« 

merce ihould be carried on undef the/o|lQw;^ 

regulttions, tQwij:: n»-'ni 

. !• Any ^f my fubjeds reliding in Spain^'.f^ 

the lodtesy may p^fsin any veflel of thekf^^ 

cv freighted for ^r accQuht, to buy .Ncg^f{>e^ 

^IjtoefiBcyc^ theyj^ found for lale, provide4 
• ^ ^ ^ they 
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4R7 canyv moiie^ and i>rodtice neceflbiy foe tliii[' 
hM6M& } and thdr impormtsons into thie above 
menrioned iflands^ and province of Caracas, ihall 
be free from all manner of contributions or*im« 
pdAsT; bat with the exprefs prohibkioh, that the 
vefiels which . may go out of the faid colonies 
to carry on this commerce, (hall not introduce 
aaiy other merchandize, under confifcation of fuch 
^flels, with their cargoes, befides being fubje<% 
to the other penal laws of this kingdom, enacted 
againft fmugglers and contrabandifts ; . with the 
condition^ however, that, by producing a certi^ 
ficate of the admintftrator or officer of tne royal 
revenue, where Negroes may be imported, they 
muft be reftored returned to them the value <^ 
die royal duties or impofts; 
' IL In order to enc6urage the aforefaid com^ 
merce to thofe that may fail from the ports of 
this peninfuia, and that they may not go with 
empty veffels, it is penrritted to them to carry 
produce and ma^handize, and to go dire6tly tO' 
riie places where they are to procure faid negroes, 
in order to proceed on with them, and with fuch 
prodvict and m^chandize, to the ports whereof 
the entrance is permitted; or, going widi the 
fruits or merchandize to thefe ports, it is permitted 
to* fail from them to carry on the commerce of iie-» 
groesi, and t5 leturn to- die very fame places •£ 
their departure s and in cafe of their not being 

S able 
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able to fell them there^ it Hizlkh^^et 

convey them to any other of the qualified. poiCQit 

for their knportaiioin. -^ 

ill; It Ihall be permitted to the ftrangers^ for! 
the precife time of two years orily (to bereckAntd; 
from the publication, in America, of thif taf/ 
royal fcfaedule) to coavjsj. negroes ta the pons^ 
qualified^ with the felf iam^ ciq:!krcffi:d prohibkioo: 
to carry in their veflels any other merchafidsze^ 
under the: fame penalties that the Spaoiands are- 
fubjeft to. And I hereby make nulV and void^ 
for diis cafe alone^ the laws of the Indi^> which 
forbid the importation and commerce offtcangers 
into the ports of my dominions there> /ii\afmock 
as they are to enjoy the fame franchtfes^, or excooip-* 
tion of duty, on the importation of ruBgroei^ as^ the. 
Spaniards do ; hut they &all pay the eftibUQied 
duties for the expiortation of plate or ilLver> aad^ 
produce that naay. arifc from the fftle. : 

IV* The Spani ards, and likewise the ftrai^is^ 
who, during the term of two years, £hould carry 
Negroes to the within exprefltrd iflands, and pro- 
vince of Caracas, to trade with them, may. fell, 
them freely, at the prices on which they agree 
with the buyers, ig as that the royal officera (halt 
not be able to lay on them any fixed price ; nor jtn 
this matter fhall they have any other interference 
than to take care that all contrabaiid trade fhall be 

prevented^ 


p i c vent c d t. land Jtorjte U^Uiit iii exlRiBRnitig if tbe 
iKgroes be^f iigtXKlibceodnandt)tAlit7^^ 
'I Y;. The^royal offigtos fhkllncit.bft Mcoiifitable 
ibr'tlie^h^roe»th«K*tWBpam^e<Jit i;hei cftiaUfitfi 
^ntfi^ nor ibaXL th&y isft* ofliliged to p^ fdr them 
with md^iiiiane^, in order to^ te^ell thehi^afte^i 
wnkiB ibitbofe who tnftyiiavenfced df 'theiii^^ibui^ 
diejr are.'^iD Jtemaih feriiii^. f^ropev )ccda^ and 
cafifoenf thi^^o ^ria^ ccnivey or bri^v^kemi (ff 
can&itbciiista be convtyed or broo^b for rfide^ 
nMnrthef can in die fame rhannd-^ ^tita^lyy atlf 
ibc^ were iin^ other •kihd (^/ itieibhanctiM. « " ^^' 
1 ¥1;: Tfte^inegraea '^^itvipdffed mufk b$ oFi 
^oodiltreed wd in bftaidi)^ ^cMdldofi'v obftrvii^ 
diatiitRrrteaft M& dnrd^ part thei^of ftmll ht ft^ 
jnales^ dteonhar tmxidiiitlsf rbeiNei^f t^e tpafesi and 
i^tA isaparmianmt vrdl »if«)e of fu8h;isd mtfy iM 
nftdefs^ contagious, or infc&edwith habitoal iiifif* 
-midesy 4kil\liMt be^rifiitted, ^n^icb dlis obfiga^ 
tkm^^hat dtofe wko iHoidd bting amy of diljf de-^ 
fcription>: fliall mfOtt tham ^gaiji. 

^lii Thi H6yd Treafiary will p&y a boisnty df 
Cbnr (bard dirtiars (or 17s. Englilh) aihead; grant-. 
aed>by iiia^Mjgefty^ for att and every negro> whe^ 
ckcir mzlexKi ftmale^ if of a good qaniitfy that the 
49|)aMard»' chemft^ea fiiay impbf t inc0 the afcH-e^^ 
npatity Und 0^ jtherr amh aecount$^ ift real- Spanilk 
veflMs^; jiopingthe^c^y to ^ncbnrslge native Sfp^^ 
Im^rda in Old Spain to carry on this commerce 

S a vinh 


' buiidance of flares on anoddateienbs*' : .^> - . 

' > VIII^ Arcbfe principal objefi: I hnre in.Yiew.&r 
die grantfifig; libeittos, eMBpttQfis^*;aiid bouiniei 

' Ib tbia trade^ JsiAeicbywi^noQvragcnandimcseiife 

^ agrrculturr^ I ii^ebjr declare ;tliat for e^nxyiMt^^ 

* groe.Bdi: defigined for it> and for t^erhirfbaiid^ii 
iniHsi ami other occ^adoM of the Jands, bmoii-F 
If (w the doitteftic ufe aodfervSoe of theiiihabi-- 
fant^^f ekies> Mwns; villages, dccnu^ipa^^o 
th^Royid Treafuiy, the yeai4]ricapitation br-ftdm 
of two .hard .d<4tar$ (Ss/ 64. EtiglUh/) tperhad; 
toc^yutiSflce from- the day ^rf* the pdblicatioa of 
iMlfHy- FdyM fchedQle^iiLo^der thereby to mode'- 
#ate alltl^MSH^ «nd Meefi^'as vmil as ^oootniRice 

NTO jpa)rlile' gratificationa. wHifck the ,*JBSrtqral iFreafisy 

^kP >ff^ laH^yi ^rec^e «q» idifltria CMpaMtd 
in? t^pfeq^dlng artiete; '■ ^ :r , }. -) . i.ri 

' VK^ vThe );)orts of the .kbiids and iproirixieecid* 
rtady. mtot}oi]e4> wh^rt the importatioii ^ oinqe.* 

'gpoea^fliatl have place, are aa foUowiog :. • . r .; . 

ilflk f)ii^moIay 1 . iin Sc^Doteingo^t 

: ' Ek>n^ Rico, . ' J Foitb Kiod> n-x 

' t The Ptt>viaco of Caracas^ - jPerto Ca!vaUo>' ^ 
- The tiBand of Cuba,- ^ . The HavaanadK 
AM th^other pait$ of Cuba remaia 4qualified> by 
die ^execSuckm* of faid eommerce ,by. the SfNuiiaffla^ 

^okmc/ buttoih^tomlcxohrfioii.of'allfliaago^ 
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merccj (R^ht'to4>e iof amodeme fizQ in order 

ti3»t the]! may Wthe more eafify knownj^ami the 

fereign Te&brlbflll not exceed 300 tonseach^^ nor 

"QaXL tHey , be permitted to 'enter any of the ports 

>oDt tiaaUfidd^ and as before mrationed* As foon 

jn natiiMial vefiels^ as well asfiH'e^n i^flfels, come 

ito an aachdr^ they are:to be^ regiftered, in. which 

vorlcfllallaffift> as cfaiefy fqme perfbn dignified 

and Jtnown for Jiis zea}> dilintereilednefs> patrioiic 

.ipirit^ •and . inclination^ to proceed withexadneft 

jEod cfafneftner$> :and iiis eledion is to he made by 

my fecretary of ftate^ and dilpatch of war and 

- httdeitda'of Indies> wi(;hout any other incumbrance 

or obligation than ihis^ and that of .being vigilant 

and.GEamining this good. quality of the negroes that 

may be imported ^^ the^namqd perfon Ihall take care 

that their water :caiks be; emptied^ putting in a 

:boat ftheoen^ptycaik^ and on the decks thetbar* 

rels of provifions^nd the fjmre apparel^ that ali and 

every thing may be examined to entire fatisfa^on ; 

. for jumder. no pretext whatever fhall be conveyed in 

faid vcflel any other thing or things than pcovifi- 

ons>,water>^ap^arel» fpare farls^ mafts and riggings 

.cirfuch utenfils as are abfolutely aecefl&ry for na« 

ivigadon, and corresponding to the (ize of the fhip 

and veflelj under pain ofconfifcation of the (hip 

and cargo^ together with the negroes on board ; 

:.&ut from t^is ruleihall be excepted the vefielsthat 

may 


may oirry.. oniendMadias and piKxfauiCe as iscfacfoie 
^dfied:uiv.tlm[!2d. aoiicle. of thia cdttft^ abd «<r ^ 
to bp treated, as a^y other &tp in- the tsigaamei ce p . 
.. XI: With legani t^ foreign firoffeU/ .that h^:: 
carcyr negroes into the qualified porta Jciiefioro;n«sa}c» 
aionedv they fliaU nbt: be detained in ilbb Aidipoftr: 
loiigerth^iL the time abfofaitely nrceffiirf ;for tbe^ 
Je^cmioiLoftbis bi^^ncfs^ fiar th^^bu^U^ttbiil^paBf 
ibr ;the. (laves when ddivecM^^ or at h^&fB^fmosb:, 
ibaU: be4Tiade ih^the %aoe ^ or.not exceeding qf^. 
iioufs.: after ftiob deliveiyi.aixl all fereigacts are 
berehy prohibited entieringor going intoitheia^^ 
icnbr parts of the country -, nor fhall dny foreign* 
3ec ennployv ^ an. agent or , an ^omey^: any oth^ 
:pcflbn but ^a Spaniard refideni in efae:4aanntrf, 
thereby dic.y (Hall hc.fubjed^to^all t^ila#saDd> 
j-qgplations ;i(nied by die gcKVernqrsuandtehie&riiC' 
-the ro^i 'hatieada> ih wdltr tbqrebjg: Jt(X/ :pi eyaito 
iCrauilsiA.iheiihips^ .and ^iritke dnfc MiappHaMit^ 
^lercofj ;tb<i jpdrfon thatmay.be namqd flbiaUitahe 
.into confideration the particnhu* inipefttddiitDls 
uncharged with in this ooaitmerce. ...v. • i \ 

, ..XII« :L«flJly». Aj^my royal wiU is topirocuiriM^ 
•aU my futgt^ the greatiift .advantage in this com- 
merce, andjtb augmeAtthenambrerof pjbaoter^ in 
my oolobies of Anueri)ca».as being abfolutely ixQaefT 
,fary for the^profperity.of the inhabitants, and in- 
creafe .of cniy royal revciiu6— I hereby enjoin, in 

the 


the ftrongefr mahner> to all the perfons who fhaH 
be named to interfere in this branchy and to the 
governors and intendants> that they not only con* 
cur with the regulations that their zeal may dic- 
tate to them, in order to prevent that the abufe 
of thefe bounties fiiould oblige me to recall them, 
but alfo tha« they Ihould lay beforie me and repre?- 
fent all that experience may make appear to them 
to be abfohitely neceffary for the greater benefk 
and advantage of my fbbjefts, and confequently 
the profperity and increafe of commerce! And 
chat the fpecified grants and ihdulgencies in ttie 
twelve foregoing .articles may be duly complied 
with> I do hereby annul and make void all the 
laws, ediAsj or fchedules and royal orders, that 
may be contrary to them ; aind I order my fu- ' 
preme council of the Indies, vice kings, prefl- 
dents, governors, intendants, niagiftratcs, miiiif-' 
tecs of my royal hacienda or revenue, and all the 
other tribtinals to whom it may appertain, that 
they comply, caufe to be complied with, obferve 
and well execuce, all that is fpecificd in thii my 
royal fchedule. 

DonC'in Madrid the 28th day of February, i7&9» 

(Signed) I THE KING. 

(Underneath figned) Don Anto. Valdes. 
This is a copy of the originaK (Signed) Valdes. 
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